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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THAT about 235,000 houses had been completed in 1952 and 
that 275,000 more were under construction at the end of the 
year was stated by Mr. Anthony Eden on Monday. p. 223 


PUBLICATION of the Bailey Committee report on house 








interior construction is expected this month. p. 223 
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS is to 
appoint a professional public relations officer. p. 223 


IN PRESENTING the medals and prizes for 1953 at the 
R.I.B.A. last Tuesday, Mr. Howard Robertson said he would 
like to see a more factual study of the business side of archi- 
tectural practice in school courses. p. 227 


‘NO OTHER INDUSTRY keeps its design and production 
sides separate,” Mr. Woodbine Parish told the A.A. last week. 
He was advocating a different approach to the tendering 
system. p. 237 


- 


IN A RECENT CIRCULAR the Minister of Housing draws 
attention to the substantial reduction in the prices of non- 
traditional houses which are being offered by the manufacturers 
and hopes that it will encourage local authorities to put more 
of these types of houses into their current programmes p. 241 

THE THIRD ARTICLE showing the main variations between 


the new London Building By-laws and those of 1937 ee 
on p. 


THE National Joint Council for the Building Industry, on 
January 29, failed to agree on the question of the operatives 
claim for another sixpence an hour wage increase. p. 246 

BRICK MANUFACTURERS, according to a statement issued 
by the National Federation of Clay Industries, consider that 
the most effective help which the Government can give the 
industry is substantial relief from the present penal level o 
taxation. p. 248 


“ DESIGN IN TOWN AND VILLAGE” 


* 
A$’ the Minister of Housing and Local Government 
states in his foreword to the new publication 
“ Design in Town and Village,” this is an attempt 
to analyse what makes good design. In making this 
attempt, by examining both some of the best examples 
from the past and from post-war work in this country 
and abroad, the authors admit that they are well aware 
of their limitations—they can draw only broad con- 
clusions and their examples can be only an outline guide 
to the official planners and architects for whom this book 
is primarily intended. 

Much of the material assembled here has been 
published before, in some form or other, and this is 
true of the first of the three essays, on “ The English 
Village,” by Mr. Thomas Sharp. He stresses again 
that the essential quality of the English village plan is 
its simplicity of form. Whether the. village is of the 
“ ribbon ” type or the “ square” type, it is character- 
ised by its sense of enclosure. Mr. Sharp maintains 
that the psychological satisfaction of this feeling of 
enclosure is as necessary to a rural community now 
as it ever was in the past, and he sets out to show how 
the traditional village pattern may be preserved or 
completed, in the design of additions to villages, or of 
entirely new ones: such as those for the Forestry 
Commission. 

In the second part of the book, on “ The Design of 

Residential Areas,” Mr. Frederick Gibberd has more 
space at his disposal and goes into greater detail than 
Mr. Sharp. He is able to draw on his own experience 
in designing the new town at Harlow, and on the 
experience gained in the other new towns. Mr. 
Gibberd investigates the relationship of buildings to 
the landscape and particularly the problem of achieving 
that “ urbanity ” which is to be found in our old towns 
and villages but which was so sadly lacking in the 
suburban development between the wars. He considers 
in some detail how a pleasing relationship may be 
established between buildings, streets and open s ; 
The desire to create “ urbanity” leads Mr. Gibberd 
to dismiss the idea of tall blocks of flats standing in 
open countryside (exemplified here by Le Corbusier’s 
“Unité d’Habitation” at . Marseilles), although it is 
his belief that such blocks are of value, as a contrast 
when mixed with other types of dwellings, as at Harlow 
and the L.C.C. scheme for Wimbledon Park Side. 
- In the third and final essay, by Professor Holford, 
on “ Design in City Centres,” one gains the impression 
that, of necessity, a great deal has been compressed into 
a small space. Professor Holford introduces the basic 
problems confronting the planner—high value of land, 
mixture of uses and changing uses, and traffic congestion 
—all of which combine to produce a much more com- 
plex problem than that involved in the design of either 
villages or residential areas.. He then goes on to enlarge 
on the basic effects which the civic designer can achieve— 
the treatment of the corridor street, the enclosed space, 
which has its roots in the Italian piazza but which is 
threatened by the demands of modern traffic circulation, 
and “ open planning,” which may be more applicable to 
the centres of the new towns than the more formal 
solutions of the past. 

In conclusion, it is appropriate to echo Professor 
Holford’s own introductory words, to the effect that 
literary exposition cannot take the place of “ observa- 
tion” and “ experience.” Ultimately it must be the 
people with these ppeneanntn <tr begat the —_ 
bilities of a given opportunity will revive 
stundatio of detign ia tom and silage . This book 
should be a source of inspiration to them. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


THE ABBEY 


cre than 250 years ago Wren 

reported that Westrninster Abbey 
was in a dangerously dilapidated state, 
the Reigate stone being “ decayed four 
inches deep and falling off perpetually in 
great scales.’’ Unfortunately the Burford 
stone which he used in his restoration 
was no more durable and had to be almost 
completely replaced in the nineteenth 
century by Scott and Pearson. Now a 
million pounds is needed for the regular 
maintenance of the fabric, for immediate 
capital expenditure on urgent repairs to 
stonework, and for the endowment of 
the choir school. Much of the most 
dangerous decay is stated to be high up 
out of sight but, as the Surveyor to the 
Fabric observes, “anyone who walks 
through the south and west cloisters can 
see how far decay of the stonework has 
gone and why it is vital to act quickly.” 
Equally urgent is the thorough cleaning 
of the interior, “ where the encrusted 
grime of ages is not merely unsightly 
but corrosive.” 


THE BUILDER 


Centre of religious faith and shrine 
of history—Coronation Church, burial 
place of kings and queens and the illus- 
trious dead, splendid example of Gothic 
architecture and repository of the monu- 
mental art of past centuries—the Abbey 
has a unique place in the hearts of the 
British people and of the English-speaking 
world. As Mr. Churchill said when 
launching the million pound fund last 
week, “‘ our generation would indeed be 
held to shame by those who come after- 
wards if we failed to preserve this noble 
inheritance.”” It would be a _ splendid 
thing if in this Coronation year the safety 
and future maintenance of the Abbey 
could be assured. A million £1 contribu- 
tions are invited, but no doubt larger or 
smaller sums would be accepted. They 
may be sent to the Dean of West- 
minster. 


URGENCY OF TASK 


SPEAKING at Church House, West- 
minster, on Monday, Mr. Stephen Dykes 
Bower, F.R.1.B.A., Surveyor of the Fabric, 
referred to the urgency of the repair 
work if the Abbey stone was to be pre- 
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vented from disintegrating and crumbling 
into decay. When the Abbey was built 
it stood in green meadows and the fabric 
was not exposed to an atmosphere which 
was not only appallingly dirty but insidi- 
ously destructive. The repair work would 
occupy a long period of years. There 
was the leeway of the war period to be 
overtaken, when maintenance work on 
the fabric could not be continued and the 
Abbey suffered damage as the result of 
enemy bombing. Now the cost of main- 
tenance was considerably more, although 
the number of the staff engaged on main- 
tenance had been reduced by half. They 
had, therefore, been left with arrears of 
work at a time when building costs had 
never been so formidable. 


Among the work to be undertaken, Mr. 
Dykes Bower mentioned the repair of the 
south-west tower and the repair of the 
roof of the nave, in which the lead was 
slipping and would have to be recast. The 
north-west tower was repaired before the 
war. The cleansing of the marble inside 
the Abbey of the grime which was eating 
into the stone would also be an immense 
task. 








COTSWOLD STAINED GLASS IN HOLLAND: The 
Stadhuis of Gouda, one of the most glorious buildings in the 
Netherlands, dating from 1447, has been saved from decay 
A remarkable feat 
of underpinning has restored stability, and the interior of the 
building has been most exquisitely restored, due, in the words 
of our correspondent, Mrs. Clare Spurgin, to “ the perfect 
partnership” existing between the architect, Mr. Van Steur, 


and collapse (due to sinking foundations). 


and the Burgomaster, Dr. James, artists both. Dr. James has 


many friends in the Cotswolds, and his arms, in stained glass 
by Miss Nora Yoxall, a Cotswold artist, were presented to him 


NEE TREE FRE HOR ENON AE UR Sacer eH 





at the time of the reopening of the Stadhuis last Fuly by Quee 
Juliana. The glass is now fixed in the Burgomaster’s room. 
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HOUSING IN 1952 


Mr. ANTHONY EDEN, the Foreign 
Secretary, in a speech at Glasgow, on 
Monday, said that the final figures for 
housing in 1952 would be published in a 
few days, and it was estimated that they 
would show about 235,000 houses com- 
pleted in Great Britain, about 40,000 
more than were completed during the 
previous year. Over 100 more houses 
were completed every day during 1952 
than during 1951. 


‘Nor is the future being neglected,” 
Mr. Eden declared. *“* We mean to achieve 
a steady expansion. We estimate that 
there were 275,000 houses under con- 
struction at the end of the year—about 
50,000 more than at the end of 1951, and 
nearly 90,000 more than at the end of 
1948, the year which our opponents are 
so fond of quoting. Other building 
work has not been drained of its resources 
or sacrificed to swell these housing figures. 
So long as we can continue to build up 
the economic stability of our country and 
preserve the peace, the builder and manu- 
facturer of materials alike can have con- 
fidence.”’ 


HOUSE INTERIORS 


PUBLICATION this month of the report 
on means of increasing speed and efficiency 
in the construction of house interiors, 
which is being drawn up by a committee 
under the chairmanship of Sir Donald 
Bailey, was indicated by Mr. Harold 
Macmillan, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, when he addressed 
the Society of Housing Managers in 
London last week. 


HANDS ACROSS BEDFORD-SQ.! 


LAST WEEK’S MEETING of the Architec- 
tural Association, when Mr. Woodbine 
Parish addressed members on the trend 
of education in the building industry, 
was highly stimulating and useful. For 
many present it must have been the first 
time that the inter-related network of 
education for crafts and for management 
in building had been unravelled to their 
view, and Mr. Parish’s deftness won 
cheers. He went on to survey the 
industry, its strengths and weaknesses, 
and particularly isolated two points—one, 
the importance of building-up the 
managerial function in what had become, 
he said, a process of assembly ; two, that 
until architect and builder could get 
together at the design stage, no real 
economy was likely to be made. 


The discussion, which was on a particu- 
larly high plane, largely centred round 
the second point, and almost complete 
agreement was reached as to its importance, 
if not on its solution, which would 
inevitably mean a trend away from the 
present tendering system. A number of 
distinguished members of the L.M.B.A. 

Council were present took part in 

the discussion. This fincking of hands 
across Bedford-square was altogether 
admirable, and the President, Mr. 
Anderson, should take credit for arranging 
an evening from which only good can 
come. But, as Mr. Kenyon  sagely 
asked: When and how ? 
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PUBLICISING ARCHITECTS 


As PART of its programme to help 
American architects to become more 
articulate, the American Institute of 
Architects has engaged the services of a 
Pittsburgh public relations firm. The 
A.LA. believes that a better understanding 
of when and how architects should be put 
to work is necessary if they are to be able 
to do as good a job in homes and com- 
mercial and industrial buildings as they 
now do in the case of schools, hospitals 
and churches. 


ECCLESIOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 


A FULL PROGRAMME of lectures and 
visits to churches in London and the 
home counties has been arranged by the 
Ecclesiological Society for the next six 
months. Lectures, in future to be held in 
the hall of the College of Preceptors, 2, 
Bloomsbury-square, W.C.1, include 
““ George Edmund Street,”’ by Mr. H. S. 
Goodhart-Rendel, PP.R.I.B.A., on Feb- 
ruary9; ‘“ The First Christian science 
Church?—Discoveries at Lullingstone,” by 
Mr. C. D. P. Nicholson, F.S.A., April 13; 
and “Recent Excavations at Lesnes 
Abbey, Kent,” by Mr. F. C. Elliston- 
Erwood, F.S.A., May 18. 

The annual meeting will be held on 
March 16, after which Mr. F. H. Healey, 
A.R.1.B.A., will give a short paper on 
the life. and works of his grandfather, 
Thomas Healey, architect, and Mr. W. W. 
Begley, P.R.Hist.S., will speak on William 
Wilkinson Wardell, architect, 1824-99. 


CHANGES AT THE R.C.A. 


Tue Royal College of Art has decided 
to close its School of Architecture at the 
end of the present academic year. The 








COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6 
INDUSTRIAL WELFARE SocieTy.Week-end course on 
“ Lifting and Handling.” Lilleshall Hall, National 
Recreation Centre, near ! Newport, Shropshire. 8 p.m. 
Continuing until F ebruary 9. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9% 

R.1.B.A.—Library Group meeting at which Dr. S. 
Lang will speak on “A New Approach to Town 
Planning History with Special Reference to the Grid- 
iron Plan.’’ 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

ECCLESIOLOGICAL Society. — “‘ George Edmund 
Street,”” by Mr. H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, PP.R.1.B.A. 
2, Bloomsbury-square, W.C.1. 6 p.m. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
INCORPORATED INSTITUTE OF BRITISH DEcoRATORS,— 
“ Design in Furnishing Fabrics,” by Sir Ernest W. 
Goodale, C.B.E., M.C. Royal Society of Arts, John 
Adam-street, W. t2. 7 p.m. 
ee yy ENGINEERING Soc * Colour in 
Schools,” by Mr. David Medd, ARI 1. B.A. 2, Savoy 
Hill, W.C. rd 5.15 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
L.M.B.A. (CenrraL Area No. 1).—Lunch and 
address by Mr. H. E. Comben, O.B.E., on the new 
Model Code of Building Byelaws. Derry and Toms’ 
Restaurant, Kensington High-street, W.8. 1 p.m. 
INSTITUTION OF ee AND VENTILATING EN- 
GINEERS.—Annual dinner. Savoy Hotel, and, 
. 7 pm. 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12 
Town aND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION.— 


“ Community Planning in Underdeve' 
by Dr. O. Koenigsberger. 28, King-street, W.C.2. 
6,30 p.m. 

I ON OF STRUCTURAL ENoineers.—“ The 


. 6 p.m. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13 


ITUTE ANTITY SURVEYORS.—Annual dinner 
ere Criscrion Hotel Hotel, Piccadilly,W.1. 6.45p.m. 
INSTITUTE 


on “ the Most of ot imited Resources.” Ashorne 
Hill, “near ‘Leamington, Spa Warwickshire. 7 p.m. 
Chenhenl il F 





school’s work, however, will continue and 
next autumn will be taken over by the 
Department of Interior Design, whose 
reader, Sir Hugh Casson, R.D.I., M.A., 
F.R.IBA., will then become a professor. 
To preserve the traditional relationship, 
now a century old, between the College 
and the architectural profession, a new 
non-teaching chair, to be known as the 
Lethaby Chair of Architecture, will be 
established. Professor Basil Ward, 
F.R.L.B.A., has been appointed its first 
occupant and the initial series of lectures 
which he will deliver will be on “‘ Lethaby 
and his Times.” 

Changes are also to take place in the 
sphere of sculpture, and at the end of the 
present academic year, Professor Frank 
Dobson, C.B.E., R.A., will leave the 
College on reaching retiring age. Mr. 
John Skeaping, A.R.A., has been appointed 
to succeed him. 


SCIENCE COLLEGE EXTENSIONS 


Discussions were opened this week by 
the authorities of the Imperial College 
of Science and Technology, South 
Kensington, on proposals for the expansion 
of the college which were announced by 
Mr. Boyd-Carpenter, Financial Secretary 
to the Treasury, in the House of Commons 
on January 29. 

It is intended that the expansion should 
take place round the existing site of the 
college. The college buildings are in or 
near the area lying between Prince 
Consort-road and Imperial Institute-road. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer has 
invited the college to submit plans based 
on the assumption that the college will be 
regarded as having first claim on other 
parts of that area as it becomes possible 
to release them from their present uses. 

It is hoped to increase the number of 
students to 3,000 (almost double the 
present number) during the five years 
1957-62. 

Sir Aston Webb was the architect of 
the existing college buildings. 


NORTHAMPTON APPOINTMENT 


SouTHport’s first borough architect, 
Mr. Arthur B. Bunch, A.R.LBA., 
A.M.T.P.L., who in 1950 went to South- 
port from Stevenage New Town, where 
he was deputy chief architect, has been 
appointed borough architect to North- 
ampton County Borough. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


og te wa en BE ee 
onion sek Me. Hi. J. G. Samun, ALCS, 
will continue Sackville- 


street, Piccadilly, W.1. (GEGue S601) under the onyle 
of Leitch and Samuel, quantity surveyors. 

. KENNEDY AND DONKIN, consulti 
announce that that sesuon of the firm's work previously 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1853 


Saturday, February 5, 1853 
STONEMASONS’ STRIKE AT ASHTON.— 
The operative masons here have struck 
against sub-contracting and piece-work, 
which, they say, breeds much mischief in 
the trade, and greatly interferes with their 
interests. 
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Current British Industrial Design 


AN EXHIBITION PREPARED FOR THE RHODES 
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS, BULAWAYO 


A PRESS preview was held last week 
at the Imperial Institute of a selective 
exhibition of current industrial design 
before its dispatch to Bulawayo, Southern 
Rhodesia, to form one of the main features 
in the U.K. Pavilion at the Rhodes 
Centenary Celebrations next June. What 
was in effect a mock-up of the exhibit 
occupied an area roughly corresponding 
to that allocated in the U.K. Pavilion, and 
the general layout and method of display 
were approximately followed. 

The exhibition has been assembled by 
the British Council, at the instance of the 
Commonwealth Relations Office and 
working in collaboration with the Board 
of Trade and the Council of Industrial 
Design. Other bodies and an impressive 
number of experts have co-operated, and 
the result is as authoritative and repre- 
sentative as may be assumed from such a 
battery and calibre of the “‘ big guns ”’ in 
such matters. 

The definition of the exhibition in the 
opening sentence is important to remem- 
ber in what follows here. The exhibit is 
a representative cross-section of current 
production—i.e., what is available over 
the counter as opposed to prototypes or 
projects, and as such quite different from 
the “ Britain Can Make It”’ exhibition 
or even the Festival of Britain: it is 
selective presumably in the sense that 
suitability to a given occasion and place 
rather than pre-eminent aesthetic quality 
has been the touchstone. 

The Press hand-out is a little ambiguous 
and even contradictory on these points. 
It refers to the object as being “ to show 
the unbroken tradition of British indus- 
trial design’’ (which suggests a _ retro- 
spective and comparative collection, which 
this is not) and to “ fields likely to interest 
Southern Rhodesia” which, in the 
absence of overseas market research in 
terms capable of constructive interpretation 
by designers, seems a dangerous claim. 
The interest remains to be seen. 


THE TRADITIONAL BASIS 


It may be unfair to criticise a hand-out 
probably produced at speed and intended 


enly to be helpful to reporters less con- 
cerned professionally with the problem, 
but it would seem beth kinder and wiser 
to regard the Bulawayo exhibition as “‘ run- 
off-the-mill’’ at a pretty high level, and 
to acknowledge that our strong card in 
the event has always been to design 
primarily for British needs and tastes 
and build up an exportable surplus on 
that basis, rather than to pretend to study 
local tastes and conditions. 

Judged in this light, the exhibition is 
successful and certainly representative 
in spite of obvious limitations, spatial and 
otherwise. Some five hundred objects 
are no small order, and anyone with 
personal experience of the physical prob- 
lems of marshalling and selecting them is 
likely to be a lenient critic of the result 
shown at South Kensington, for it is really 
at that administrative level that the 
responsibility ultimately devolves — to- 
gether with most of the kicks and few 
of the halfpence. 

It is hoped that it will be made clear 
that this is contemporary industrial design 
“as she is sold’”—and bought—by 
a number of quite ordinary people, while 
the deadheads are still nattering about 
whether it is ‘“‘ good business”’ or not. 
It is a back-handed tribute to such bodies 
as the C.o.I1.D. that so much that was 
controversial a few years ago is now, 
quite calmly, fait accompli. It should 
not be necessary therefore to emphasise 
here that any criticism is directed to the 
present state of industrial design rather 
than to the selectors of this exemplar. 


THE NEED FOR ORNAMENT 


For it is a very odd state in many ways, 
and a tricky time in which to “‘ project ”’ it 
abroad objectively and virtually without 
comment, as the organisers appear to 
intend. Frankly, the “ nascent need for 
ornament ’’ (a rather high-falutin’ phrase 
for a natural phenomenon following the 
austerities of war and the final explosion 
of the “‘ functionalist ” fallacy) has caught 
a generation conditioned to what have 
seemed rationalist design approaches 
momentarily at a loss for that ornament. 






February 6 1953 


The result is a rather panicky scramble 
for sources of inspiration to provide what 
comes dangerously near to the “ applied 
art’’ of the. early days of the century— 
which had then already run off the rails 
in too literally interpreting the phrase as 
surface decoration. Victoriana having 
successively given place to Edwardiana 
(vide the Coronation souvenirs and the 
recurring appearance of art - nouveay 
revivals), the pace quickens. The general 
flavour is of shapes and carcassing which 
the humdrum and démodé fitness-for-pur- 
pose approach has painfully evolved, 
decked out, in response to popular but 
inconvenient demand, with frank 
“‘ period ”’ borrowings or revivals by way 
of decoration. In short, a general incon- 
sistency. 

This may be a passing phase—certainly 
it has had the effect of reconciling the 
chi-chi girls and the purpose-fit boys 
since, as the women’s page cditors point 
out, it all goes madly well together, my 
dear. But it is a very recondite and 
allusive game of cribbage, and needs a 
close eye on the glossy periodicals who 
will, as Best Friends, tell you when to 
change your clichés. The question is— 
are those glossies generally read in the 
Commonwealth ? 


QUALITY AND CRAFTSMANSHIP 


The exhibition at the Imperial Insti- 
tute objectively and accurately reflects 
these and other sidelights on the state 
of play on the industrial design fields 
covered. They include furniture, textiles, 
pottery and glass, silverware, plastic and 
leather goods, sports gear, tools, toys, 
books and printing, kitchen and domestic 
equipment, radios, floor and wall coverings, 
costume jewellery and lighting fittings. 

Of these, the plastics are, as ever, the 
weakest—still aspiring no higher than a 
“substitute” material and the picnic basket 
or bathroom shelf; the leather goods of 
such superb intrinsic quality and work- 
manship as to leave little for the designer 
to do ; the sports equipment so shaped by 
usage and tradition that such designers’ 

‘contributions’ as meta! archery gear 
and plastic shuttlecocks seem to destroy 
its rightness: the pottery best where it is 
most traditional (despite “ utility’s ’’ rdle 
in making us aware of pure form, one is 
still inclined to judge by decoration): 
the cookers are the last stronghold of the 
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to increase considerably their exports to the 
@ typical example of the way in which Australia’s accommodation Ponte 
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Americanised excesses by which so much 
design “ streamaligns ”’ itself : the textiles 
and wallpapers excellent but reminiscent, 
and the furniture good but familiar. 
Printing on the whole comes out best, 
perhaps because we have long mastered 
typography as probably the best applica- 
tion of both standardisation and mass 
production and, in the case of posters, 
because the graphic arts have seldom been 
in a healthier state despite the look of the 
average hoarding ! 

Toys have progressively deteriorated 
since Victorian days, as far as an adult 
can judge. 

One is sorry not to be able to write 
more enthusiastically about this important 
project. But, after all, we may be a little 
close to the hurly-burly to judge what 
emerges, and distance may impart a 
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consistency which is notably lacking at 
the Imperial Institute. 

The important point is the impact on 
Southern Rhodesia. Where this is posi- 
tive, it is hardly likely to find very much 
to condemn, for if anything the selection 
errs on the side of safety and there aré no 
dream-boats or interplanetary camping- 
coaches. Whether it will fully explain 
itself without the cross-references—and 
back-references—now essential to the 
study of contemporary design is another 
matter. 

There is much that surely should 
“travel”? and acclimatise well—but will 
the “antelope” chair respond to the 
call of the wild, and make for the Matopto 
hills to join the herd and eventually be 
hunted down when the race is to the swift ? 

Bast. MARRIOTT. 





CORRESPONDENCE 


THE REVIEW OF TENDERING : 
A CALL FOR CO-OPERATION 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Successive issues of The Builder 
have reported the general interest 
aroused by the Minister of Works’ decision 
to invite the building industry under the 
leadership of Mr. Howard Robertson to 
conduct a constructive review of tendering 
and contracting. What has particularly 
struck the imagination is that in deciding 
against an investigation from outside, the 
Minister has shown his confidence in the 
industry’s ability and willingness to think 
impartially and in terms of the national 
interest. 

May I suggest that this confidence 
places upon organisations within the 
industry, their officers and individual 
members, an obligation to assist their 
representatives, to whom the review will 
be entrusted, by restraining themselves 
from propaganda whether by speech or 
in print for whatever views they may 
hold. Already in your issue of January 30 
there have had to be reported at least two 
categorical statements on what can only 
be a matter of opinion, a connection 
between the nomination of specialist 
subcontractors and increased building 
costs. 

Those who hold this view, as well as 
those who reject it, will no doubt have the 
opportunity in due course to submit their 
contentions with supporting argument to 
the committee of which Mr. Howard 
Robertson has been asked to take the chair 
and on which representatives of the 
organisations to which speakers and 
correspondents belong will be asked to sit. 
Now that the invitation to initiate the 
review has been accepted, to ventilate 
publicly controversial matters likely to 
fall within the committee’s terms of 
reference must inevitably cast doubt on 
the ability of the representative organisa- 
tions of the industry to lay aside sectional 
Preoccupations and to justify the Minister’s 
confidence. If the review is to be a 
success and its results are to command 
respect, individual organisations, their 


officers and members would do well to 
make up their minds to submit to a self- 
denying ordinance and to touch with 
reserve, if at all, upon issues which their 


representatives will be called upon to 
decide. 

I recognise that the restraint for which I 
plead will be onerous to many and, it 
may be, in some cases inconvenient for 
reasons unconnected with the review. 
For that reason, even if there were not 
many others which you suggested in your 
editorial comment of January 30, I 
heartily endorse your plea to all concerned 
to co-operate with Mr. Robertson and 
the R.I.B.A. in carrying through without 
unnecessary delay the charge laid upon 
him. 

In conformity with the foregoing expres- 
sion of opinion, I withhold the comments 
I would otherwise gladly have made on 
the two statements to which I have 
alluded. 

D. C. MALLaM, Director, 
Federation of Associations of 
Specialists and Subcontractors. 
Artillery House, S.W.1. 


COST OF TENDERING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The suggestion made by Mr. 
Derek Holmes (your last issue) that 
quantity surveyors should price the bills 
of quantities after they have been prepared 
and invite contractors to quote a per- 
centage on or off these prices hasbeen 
made before. In my view this would 
not result in reduction of tendering costs. 
It would mean more work for the esti- 
mator as he would have to reprice the 
bill in order to ascertain the percentage 
that he would require. Tendering in 
this way would not be satisfactory as 
the contractor would have no control over 
the relationship of his rates. It must be 
realised that a quantity surveyor is a 
specialist in his own field and that building 
estimating is also a specialist operation. 
It would not be reasonable to expect the 
quantity surveyor to retain a high standard 
in his own profession and also achieve an 
exceptionally high standard in estimating, 
for he does not enjoy the contractor’s 
experience in the purchase of materials 
and organisation of labour. Such experi- 
nice is essential to a proficient building 
estemator. 

Mr. Seeley (also your last issue) 
suggests that contractors would tender for 
jobs which they are incapable of carrying 
out if the building owner were to pay for 


‘I do believe that if the building owner 
did pay for the preparation of tenders 
then he would select a small number of 


and, if only by a small amount, reducing 
the cost of building. 4 
Victor H. Fern. 
21, Tettenhail-road, Wolverhampton. 


SUB-CONTRACTORS AND 
SUPPLIERS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It would be interesting to know 
the views of others on certain 
points discussed by Mr. Cooke in his 
Thesis in your issue of January 16. 
May I put the following points ? 

(1) Rather than know who is to be the 
general contractor, do not prospective 
nominated suppliers really only require 
an assurance that the architect will 
exercise the powers given to him under 
the R.I.B.A. standard contract to protect 
their interests ? 

Architects when making inquiries 
should, I feel, give some assurance that 
this will be so, as it is a moral obligation 
they owe both to sub-contractors and to 
their clients the building owners—for 
such an assurance can save the latter 
money by way of the reduction afforded 
when the likelihood of possible bad debts 
is removed. 

(2) Surely neither contractor’s profit 
nor attendance can rightfully be added to 
that portion of a nominated account 
made up of net increases? To do so 
would be contrary to clause 25, and an 
injustice to the building owner. 

(3) Though Mr. Cooke suggests a 
most equitable method of adjusting con- 
tractor’s attendance on nominated sub- 
contractors, generally I fail to see how his 
theory could operate if the contractor had 
originally priced the item as a percentage, 
and claimed adjustment that way. Not 
in the price fluctuations of course. 

SAQS. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In your issue of January 16, 
Mr. Cooke rightly points out that the 
protection afforded to nominated sub- 
contractors by certain clauses of the 
R.I.B.A. Main Contract can be ineffective 
since it depends on the exercise by the 
architect of certain discretionary powers. 
I do not think anyone would contend— 
and Mr. Cooke certainly does not—that 
much use is made by architects of the 
powers in question or that when they do 
so they exercise them effectively. Too 
often it is a case of “too late.” Mr. 
Cooke’s suggestion is that these clauses 
should be made mandatory: but the 
difficulty about this solution is that, as 
the Building Industry Working Party 
pointed out in its Report, it is not a solu- 
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tion at all. Mandatory clauses of this 
nature in a building contract can only. be 
enforced by the other party to the con- 
tract, i.e. the main contractor, who is not 
likely to wish to compel the architect to 
take such action. The nominated sub- 
contractor who alone has an interest in 
having these powers exercised by the 
architect cannot take action to enforce 
the mandatory clause in the absence of 
any privity of contract. 

The solution of this difficulty lies in 
setting out these clauses—in mandatory 
form as Mr. Cooke suggests—in the sub- 
contract and making that document a 
tripartite document signed by building 
owner, main contractor and nominated 
sub-contractor alike. 

At a later stage Mr. Cooke deals with 
the main contractor’s entitlement to a 
cash discount in its bearing on increases 
claimed under any fluctuations clause ; 
and he comments “ the intention should 
be, and usually is, as between sub- 
contractor (or supplier) and the general 
contractor, that the increases or decreases 
shall be net, and that there is to be no cash 
discount on this element of cost.’’ Unfor- 
tunately, as Mr. Cooke himself points out 
a little later, the wording of the main 
contract does not support this intention ; 
and indeed the intention itself is as often 
as not lacking. 

Finally, may I express my general 
agreement with the remainder of Mr. 
Cooke’s valuable paper, and in particular 
that a standard main contract and sub- 
contract be recognised and adhered to 
without amendment by the parties. It is 
an axiom generally approved but increas- 
ingly disregarded. The R.I.B.A. Form of 
Main Contract has hitherto been that 
most widely accepted in the industry, 
and therefore has a claim to be regarded 
as the standard form of main contract 
par excellence. ‘The claim, however, can 
only be justified if its provisions are 
constantly kept under review to ensure 
that they hold an equitable balance 
between all parties interested in building 
operations ; and in that connection it is 
perhaps odd that the Joint Tribunal on 
the Standard Form of Building Contract, 
the transactions of which necessarily 
influence decisively the terms of any sub- 
contract thereto, does not include any 
representation of the nominated sub- 
contractor and supplier who, Mr. Cooke 
estimates, perhaps conservatively, con- 
tribute 50 per cent. or more of the con- 
tract FLAUBERT. 


COMPETITION AND SMALL 
BUILDERS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It is surely time attention was 
drawn to the coming dangers facing 
many of the smaller building concerns 
which, having operated Satisfactorily in 
the post-war boom, will find themselves 
driven to the wall by the coming com- 
petitive building standards. 

In building as in other industries the 
days of the sellers’ market are numbered, 
and the lackadaisical attitude of many 
firms will soon be found insufficient and 
ineffective under future conditions. 

Although it may be agreed that the high 
costs of house erection are in proportion 
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to the increased cost of labour and 
materials, a brief study will show that a 


considerable reduction could be effected 


by better organisation alone. I am sure, 
from my own not inconsiderable experi- 
ence, that further saving could be obtained 
by careful constructional design, selection 
of materials and the use of semi-pre- 
fabricated methods in suitable cases, 
which with other smaller items calling 
for consideration could amount to as 
much as 12 per cent. of the total cost. 

Though building is free from the same 
acute competition, the strictures recently 
published of the cotton industry in this 
county are equally applicable, and serious 
consideration given to these matters could 
effectively and immediately benefit the 
building industry and the country 
generally. 

I have seen plenty of evidence to 
support my opinions that there is ample 
scope to reduce housing costs without 
altering the standard or the profit per- 
centage, and I feel sure that much can 
and must be done in that direction by 
many firms if they are to continue with 
any success in the future competitive 
building programme. D. SPENCER. 


30, Mark-lane, Todmorden, Lancs. 


STEEL FOR SHOPFITTING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I be permitted to correct an 
erroneous impression some of your 
readers may have gained as a result of a 
question asked by Mr. W. J. Edwards in 
the House of Commons on January 26 
concerning steel for shopfitters and re- 
ported in your last issue. It will be recalled 
Mr. Edwards asked the Minister of 
Supply if he was aware that an application 
made by a firm to obtain a licence to use 
stainless steel for shopfitting was referred 
by his department to the National Associa- 
tion of Shopfitters for us to make inquiries, 
in the course of which it was alleged, 
quite incorrectly, that we forwarded an 
application form for membership of the 
Association. 

It should be made clear that the 
applicants were asked to give details of 
their shopfitting activities so that a recom- 
mendation could be made to the Ministry 
in support of their application for a licence. 
Neither in this nor in any other case 
were application forms for membership 
sent to applicants ; there has never been 
any question of compelling, or even asking 
a firm to become a member in connection 
with this concession which we have been 
able to obtain for shopfitters. It is not the 
policy of this Association to try to recruit 
firms who would join just for any immedi- 
ate benefit they would obtain through 
membership. We feel the success of our 
Association depends upon the effort put 
into it by its members and only partly 
by what members obtain from it. 

Eric Curt er, Director, 
National Association of Shopfitters. 
9, Victoria-street, S.W.1. 








EDUCATION IN BUILDING 
A full report of the paper on “‘ The Trend 
of Education in the Building Industry,’’ read 
to the Architectural Association on January 
28, by Mr. David Woodbine Parish, begins 
on page 237. 
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A SIMPLE AUTOMATIC LEVEL 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Having continuously pressed the 
manufacturers of instruments to 
produce them at a reasonable price, and 
in a form simple to operate, I feel bound 
to say that in a level demonstrated last 
week in London a great stride has been 
made in both directions. 

May I say how refreshing it is to find manu- 
facturers giving proper consideration ‘o the 
problems confronting the small builder and 
the need for speed with accuracy. This new 
instrument, a most compact and workman- 
like job, offers the transference of level lines 
from the closest range inside buildings to the 
wider scope outside on the sites, and fills the 
gap between the main control levels set by 
the surveyor or engineer and the variety of 
levelling operations necessary in_ building. 

Often have we grumbled at the manu- 
facturers. This is an occasion for con- 
gratulation. 

Gorpon Toma in [M.LStruct.E.|. 

1, Gower-street, London, W.C.1. 


«*« The instrument referred to was reviewed in our 
last issue.—Ep. 


NEW LONDON BY-LAWS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I am astonished to read that such 
a by-law as has been the subject o! 
correspondence in your columns is neces- 
sary. With 30 years experience in super- 
vising concrete work, it seems to me 
ludicrous ; the test of 7, 14, 28 days 's 
fully described in all concrete enginecrs 
specifications, and the only condition— 
apart from the proper quality anc 
quantities of aggregate, sand and cement 
is that after the test material has Deen 
taken from the mixer and placed in ‘\¢ 
cube boxes, the cubes shall be kept 1” 
wet sand. I have never heard of artific:2 
heat-curing for this purpose and I sugs«s' 
that any supervisor who ever though! °! 
or allowed such a procedure would 
out of his normal senses. The proc'> 
of heat-curing is not compatible 
the general conditions of use. 
G. W. Harris 


Harlesden, N.W.10. 
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R.I.B.A. Prizes and Studentships, 1953 


THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 


[? was difficult to know at the outset 
of, training where one’s talents and 
abilities might be, said Mr. Howarp M. 
Rosertson, M.C., A.R.A., P.R.LB.A., 
S.A.D.G., in the address to students 
which he gave when he presented the 
medals and prizes for 1953 at the R.I.B.A. 
on February 3. The list of prizewinners 
was given in The Builder of January 9. 

They were apt to develop or be found 
wanting only slowly, as one matured, he 
said. Perhaps the best attitude at first 
was that of the Kon-Tiki navigators; to 
go along with the current and not force 
oneself into planning a course too rigidly 
in advance. 

For instance, some architects were poor 
assistants, but proved to be excellent 
directors of their own practices, because 
they had a flair for making contacts or for 
organising and delegating. Others had 
the sense of organisation, but could not 
manage to pick up work. Others still 
were marvellous within an organisation, 
but felt that they would not stand too 
well alone. It was a matter of personal 
endowment, of temperament, environ- 
ment, of relationships, and of alertness 
or good luck in following the turn of 
fortune’s wheel. 


But, whatever the future might bring, 
there were certain conditions to be 
observed, not as guarantees of success 
but as contributing thereto. The follow- 
ing extracts are taken from Mr. Robert- 
son’s subsequent remarks : 

Apart from an enthusiasm for archi- 
tecture, which I hopefully assume in 
every student present, there is the matter 
of technical equipment, and this is a com- 
plicated subject bound up with educational 
methods. I cannot speak of these this 
evening, but only of the end in view. 

The first and hardest thing to remember 
is that in this professional world, however 
deserving one may feel oneself to be, 
nothing is owed to any of us. Nothing is 
ours by right. Therefore, from the outset, 
one has to market something ; in this case, 
first one’s talents, and finally one’s ser- 
vices. If everyone is going to earn a 
salary, and eventually fees, it is necessary 
to provide a service in exchange. And 
even a student entering an office for the 
first time is expected to bring with him 
a certain basic technical and manual skill, 
and be able to deal with simple problems. 
To draw firmly, title legibly, dimension 
clearly, so that sharp prints can be taken, 
is a great asset in an office. To be able 
to produce a simple, agreeable, and 
realistic perspective sketch that a client 
wil understand is a further accomplish- 
ment which is valuable but rare. 

_A second desideratum is a grounding in 
simple construction. Dampcourses, flash- 
ings, windows, door details, gullies and 
guttcrs unfortunately still exist as building 
features. Knowledge of these need not 


pre-iude a nice taste in space frames ; but 
basic knowledge of the simple essentials 
is iidispensable. 

And here I must confess, and warn all 
concerned, that architects’ work to-day is 


about 90 per cent. factual, and only 10 per 
cent. dreaming and designing. Designs 
happily seem at times to take shape quite 
suddenly in one’s mind, like Hugh 
Walpole’s novels did in his, and can then be 
sketched out quite quickly. But the routine 
of administering contracts, of correspon- 
dence, of dealing with troubles, and, last 
but not least, of attending to endless 
factual working drawings and tiresome 
schedules, quite honestly occupies most of 
the office time. Once the sketch scheme is 
accepted, building projects become prob- 
lems of contracts, prices, foundations, 
structure and services, services, services. 
And all architects’ offices are full of youth- 
ful and elderly men hoping, hoping, that 
someone else will attend to just those 
things. The elderly men in question are 
often the partners, people like myself, who 
know that the chores are inescapable. The 
youthful ones are, of course, sanguine 
people like yourselves. 

Personally, I would like to see con- 
sideration given in school courses to the 
possibility of a:rather more factual study of 
the business side of architectural practice; 
awareness of it is becoming quite vital. 
Something might have to be crowded out 
to achieve it. Thoughts on what could be 
sacrificed are, however, out of place 
to-night. 

I now come to the more interesting side, 
the one that probably appeals most to all 
of us: namely, architectural design. 

I suppose one of the trustiest platitudes 
for the lecturer on design is the one about 
having to put something into oneself before 
expecting to bring much out. The question 
arises, what should one try to absorb in 
order later to be oneself productive? 


DESIGN VOCABULARY 


The temptation in my day, and it is still 
there, was to form one’s design vocabulary 
on the recent work of other architects ; 
to be briskly alert for the latest manner- 
isms and stylish turns of architectural 
expression; to pick up all the tricks, 
unfortunately without realising that these 
are probably the mannerisms of architects 
whose deeper contribution is based on a 
study and development of fundamentals 
which they have laboriously explored and 
developed. 

Living men who have looked below the 
surface and are thoroughly familiar with 
tradition, although they may not use its 
vocabulary, include famous and familiar 
figures such as Auguste Perret, Frank 
Lloyd Wright, Walter Gropius, the late 
Gunnar Asplund, Le Corbusier, Mies van 
der Rohe, Richard Neutra, and many 
more. Some of them have imitators who 
may fondly hope to start where these men 
leave off. But they may forget that these 
leaders developed their own personal 
expression the hard way, by endless study 
and experiment, in some cases accom- 
panied by frustration and disappointment. 
Their work may be in one sense laboratory 
research, in that it does not always 
produce satisfactory or conclusive results 
for general application. But it brings to 
the surface very stimulating suggestions 


and sometimes idioms of great expressive- 
se upon, too rapidly become 
a of ye Sima 
roups and cliques of disciples form, 
often with a healthy intolerance of each 
other. Groups are not to be despised. 
They have always existed in the past, and 
render great service as spearheads for 
progress. The danger arises when they 
have served their —— but continue on 
as power groups for pressurising opinion 
or for the advancement of individuals. 
In the immediate past an attempt was 
made to establish ing in the nature 
of an international “ style.” It is a pity 
the word “ style ” was used, for “ trend ” 
might have expressed a more defensible 
intention. It is difficult to endorse the 
idea of a truly international “ style,” 
since climate, ways of life, natural-environ- 
ment, and other factors differ in most 
countries, just as the people of those 
countries tend to differ. Surely the way for 
a designer is not to be too self-conscious 
but to develop his own personality, and 
follow his own inner convictions, which 
will be formed according to his own 
environment, his way of life, his study 
his experience. The student does right to 
study and follow such movements to 
analyse their root causes ; but he should 
retain his own independence and judgment. 


MAGAZINE CRITICISMS 


ae brings me _ the reflection that 
most of us are apt to design with an eve too 
firmly fixed on our brother welineets and 
publicity in such journals as quite legiti- 
mately follow their own policy of stressing 
more particularly the advance-guard move- 
ments. Many of us are frightened of being 
thought old-fashioned, or of having an 
effete and outworn label attached by the 
knowing ones to our own personal type of 
expression. Magazine critics do un- 
doubtedly help to foster this fear. An 
American journal will write a caption 
that such and such a design is “ Perret- 
Beaux Arts.”’ This is, of course, at first 
glance a terrible condemnation, and the 
architect culprit is expected to shrivel up 
amid the jubilant execration of avantgarde 
readers. It would not matter if this sort 
of writing did not lead architects away 
from what is terribly important, namely, 
designing primarily to do what they are 
paid for, namely, to serve their clients by 
giving them the pleasant, usable, durable, 
practical, and good-looking buildings 
which they have the right to expect for 
even a meagre capital investment. 
Competitions may be heart-breaking, 
but they are a superb training-ground for 
us all. They reveal where one stands 
oneself, not to forget, of course, the human 
failings of all assessors except the one 
who makes that rare personal award. 
To-day it cannot truly be told that 
assessors are stylistically prejudiced. They 
do ‘try to recognise what is appropriate 
and what is good of its kind. Any student 
who is disappointed with the results 
should not be at all discouraged. The 
careers of all artists have been sprinkled 
with disappointment, and recognition 
often comes very late indeed. But when 
we embrace an artistic career we must be 
prepared to accept its vicissitudes. We 
are assured of being in excellent company. 
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Criticism of Work 
At the beginning of his criticism of the 
work submitted, Mr. Howarp V. 
Loss, C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., referred to the 
encouragement to architectural talent and 
scholarship which the prizes and student- 
ships offered and he said it was particu- 
larly disappointing that a larger number of 
entries was not received for many of the 
awards. All of them had considerable 
prestige value and many provided oppor- 
tunities for travel. 


~ He went on to refer at some length to 
the subjects for the two design prizes— 
the Intermediate Design Prize and the 
Victory Scholarship. The juries, he said, 
had decided this year that both these 
subjects should be realistic ones, and in 
the case of the Victory Scholarship an 
actual site was chosen at Dover for a 
hotel for car-ferry passengers to the 
Continent. 


In the Intermediate Design Prize, he 
continued, a railway terminal in a small 
provincial town was chosen and here 
again detailed information was given of 
the town itself, which is described as being 
pre-eminently Georgian in character with 
buildings in mellowed brick and red 
pantile roofs dominated by a fine four- 
teenth-century parish church. In both 
cases the site areas were adequate and free 
from potential difficulties of levels, access 
and the like. We take the following 
extracts from his subsequent criticisms : 


Taking into account the realistic way in 
which these programmes were drawn up 
and the fact that the competitors were 
given a preliminary warning of the subject 
before they came to their esquisse, it is 
particularly disappointing that the standard 
of the designs submitted was not high. 
Four hundred competitors took part, 10 
being allowed to proceed. 

In the railway station the first problem 
was obviously one of circulation and 
orderliness. Thousands of pounds must 
be spent in this country every year on the 
problem of road safety, and one always 
likes to feel that candidates for the archi- 
tectural profession are aware ‘of many of 
the problems involved. Many of the 
esquisse schemes, however, made no 
attempt to segregate the different sections 
of traffic, and in order to get to the booking 
office to buy a ticket one had to run the 
gauntlet of car park, taxi rank, buses and 
as a last resort risk getting run over by the 
trucks which are likely to circulate between 
the parcels office and the platforms. 


The site was not in any way a restricted 
one—in fact, one competitor reserved 
about half of the area for a railway sports 
club—and there was certainly no reason 
to place the refreshment room on the first 
floor—although the jury were sufficiently 
impressed by one scheme which had 
otherwise solved the problem and allowed 
this competitor to proceed to the second 
stage. I would, however, particularly 
stress the necessity for competitors in 
these competitions to try and visualise 
themselves entering a railway station with 
other people, perhaps with only a few 
minutes to spare, and go through all the 
actions which are necessary before board- 
ing the train. If 50 per cent. of the com- 


petitors at the esquisse stage had done 
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just this, the cross lines of circulation and 
other difficulties should have been avoided. 
’ I would also like to make a reference to 
the general austerity of the designs in both 
subjects. As I mentioned earlier, the 
railway station is to be attached to a 
rather pleasant provincial town and I do 
not feel that a station consisting of ex- 
truded aluminium strips faced with 
vitreous-enamelled panels shows the 
scholarship which the site and the subject 
warrants. 

The winner of the Intermediate Design 
Prize, Mr. M. E. Rutledge [Student], has 
a scheme which is good in scale and 
character, but the traffic problem is not 
fully solved, although the entrances are 
well handled. : 

The total number of entries for the 
Victory Scholarship was 156, generally all 
fourth-, fifth-year students or Associates ; 
and apart from the very obvious criticisms 
of the elevations of a number of the 
hotels—it is, after all, not a very large 
building—the most serious failings of the 
competitors were that aspect, prospect and 
access from the adjoining roads were 
completely ignored. 


NEGLECT OF ASPECT 


In a number of schemes the dining- 
rooms faced north and none of the public 
rooms overlooked the sea! Problems of 
circulation worried many competitors and 
it must be remembered that a hotel lounge 
entered at one end with the dining-room 
at the other must inevitably turn itself into 
a wide corridor. Other requirements such 
as the necessity for alternative means of 
escape to the upper floors and insufficient 
consideration to the exposed position of the 
site reduced the number of competitors 
allowed to proceed to the final stage to a 
total of seven, of which two dropped by 
the wayside. 

The jury decided that none of the five 
schemes submitted warranted the award, 
but two certificates of honourable mention 
have been awarded. 

I would now like to refer briefly to the 
Owen Jones Studentship which has been 
awarded to Mr. J. A. Wells - Thorpe 
[Student]. This candidate has obviously 
studied Owen Jones’ grammar and has 
also contributed some original thought on 
the subject. The sketches show careful 
observation and presentation and _ his 
design uses natural materials in preference 
to mere paint. 

Next let us consider the Hunt Bursary. 
Three schemes were submitted , the award 
going to Mr. E. H. Jamilly [A]. This 
Associate, 29 years of age, is the most 
mature and experienced candidate and he 
is likely to benefit most from the tour. His 
programme is too mixed and extensive. 
France and Germany ; low-cost housing 
and reconstruction, all in three weeks ! 

The Alfred Bossom Research Fellow- 
ship has been awarded to Mr. E. D. Mills 
[F], who proposed research on a most 
necessary subject of wide interest which 
has been little studied—‘‘ The weathering 
of modern buildings.’’ He plans to go to 
America to examine in detail a number of 
the earlier modern buildings and to collect 
details of the weathering. 

For the Banister Fletcher Silver Medal 
Essay Prize, the winner—Mr. G. T. West 
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[ Student}—writes an essay on the farm 
buildings in south-east Surrey. This ig 
well written, to the point and shows sound 
field work with good sketches. 

Out of the total of six entries for the 
R.I.B.A. Silver Medal for an Essay, two 
could be classed as essays and four as 
theses. 

However scholarly and attractively pre- 
sented the theses were ineligible because 
of their literary form. 


The most readable essay was that of 
Mr. J. Brandon-Jones [A] on religion, 
morality and art, based on the buildings 
and philosophy of C. F. A. Voysey. 
Literary style suffered by the inclusion of 
so many quotations from Voysey’s writings 
and in consequence the jury decided to 
award only a certificate of honourable 
mention to this candidate. 

For the Arthur Cates Prize, the subject 
this year takes the form of a critical essay 
for a study of the contemporary develop- 
ment of domes. Again I am sorry to 
record that faults in English composition, 
choice of expression and spelling occurred 
in all three essays. The winner, Mr. G. 
Graham [A], has devoted much time to 
research, although he makes little refer- 
ence to historical examples or influence 
and in an overall review possibly gives 
too much space to the Dome of Discovery. 
The presentation was of a very high order. 

In the competition for the R.I.B.A. 
Silver Medal for measured drawings, the 
jury are delighted that there are 11 entries 
for the competition this year—all of a 
high standard. The winner, Mr. T. 
Lesisz, has measured complete St. 
Stephen’s Walbrook, and by so doing has 
superseded Clayton’s records of 1840 
and added to them, since the roof con- 
struction is now shown after exposure 
due to war damage. The presentation 
is straightforward and in this case the 
rather risky procedure of rendering 2 
measured drawing comes off. 

Generally for this subject I think juries 
would prefer to see a completely measured 
building rather than a collection of smaller 
subjects. 

The Neale Bursary is available to a can- 
didate submitting the best selection of 
drawings and sketches or other evidence 
of research in the field of historical archi- 
tecture. It has been awarded to Mr. R.!. 
Clough [A], who proposes to continue his 
studies of smelting mills in Yorkshire. 

The Archibald Dawnay ‘Scholarships 
are intended to foster study of all forms 0! 
construction, and portfolios containing 
working drawings of selected students 0! 
recognised schools are submitted for con- 
sideration. From a study of 29 por'- 
folios a large number of the candidates ic 
not appreciate that a drawing is simp!y 
a means to an end, the end being, of cours«, 
to build supremely well. 

The poor foreman, with all the com 
plexities of modern building, has 2°' 
enough to worry about without having ‘° 
sort out the pot plants on the construc- 
tional drawings and I would like to make « 
plea for a change in the present fashion ©- 
spacing each letter in a title or notes on th« 
drawing at one inch centres. It certain’ 
makes it very difficult to read which, after 
all, is its principal requirement. 
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OF “THE 
VWARSH, 


REBUILDING 


HAROLD 


HESE new premises replace a public house of 

considerable age which was constructed of 
brick and stud walls with stucco on the outside. The 
old building was in parts becoming dangerous and 
this was the main reason for a licence being granted 
to rebuild. 

The building is situated on an important corner of 
the Tuesday Market Place, King’s Lynn. ‘The corner 
of the new building was splayed in order to give more 
room on the pavement. 

Considerable care was devoted to the elevations 
to make them harmonise with the surrounding 
buildings, and consultations took place with the 
Georgian Society and the Ancient Monuments branch 
of the Ministry of Works. The building is faced with 
2-in. buff hand-made ‘“ Stamfordstone’”’ bricks. 
The roof is covered with hand-made flat tiles from the 


same brickyard. ‘The stone dressings are in recon- 


WOOLPACK,” 








P ass 
al Viet. 


KING'S LYNN 


LRIBA, ARCHITECT 


structed Ancaster stone. The windows consist of 
purpose-made steel sashes in wide teak surrounds 


with stone cills; the entrance doors are of teak, 


Owing to the restricted nature of the site and the 
demands of the licensing justices regarding sanitary 
accommodation, only two business rooms could be 
provided, and, as may be seen on the plans, there are 
ample sanitary arrangements for each room. ‘There 
is a good underground cellar with wine and bottle 
stores, and there is a case store on the ground floor 
Goods are lowered into the cellar by means of a hand 
lift. The tenant’s living quarters are on the first floor 
and comprise a completely self-contained fiat. 

The proximity of the site to the river Ouse meant 
that engineering precautions had to be taken and the 
whole building is carried on 31 bored piles, some going 
down to a depth of 40 ft. The basement is a reinforced 
concrete box carried on the piles, and, with a reinforced 


he 
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Lounge har 


concrete slab over, forms the foundation for the super 
structure. Otherwise the building is of traditional 


construction with timber first floor and_ roof. 


The public bar and kitchen floors are covered with 
thermoplastic tiles ; the lounge bar has special density 
cork tiles over which a Wilton carpet has been laid. 
Cork tiles are also laid in the service passages - 
terrazzo in the sanitary blocks and deal boards to the 
first floor. ‘The walls, generally, are plastered, with 
glazed tiling in the lavatories. The walls of the 
lounge are panelled with straight-grained Australian 


Flush 


doors in steel frames have been used generally through- 


walnut with ebonised skirting and capping. 





service 














out. The walls and ceilings are distempered or 


Bleached mahogany and formica are largely 
The public 
bar seating is in latex foam covered with florestin 


painted. 
used for the bar counters and fittings. 
cloth. The lounge has separate tables and chairs. 
‘There are two hanging signs which unfortunately had 
to be kept smaller than required owing to planning 
They are of an engraved “‘ Perspex ”’ 
In the bar there is 


requirements. 
type and can be lighted at night. 
an oil painting of a Norfolk wherry by ‘Thomas 
Goodall, c.1885, 

Main water, gas and electricity are available through- 
Supplementary heating to the 


out the premises. 


DINING 
ROOM 
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Public bar. 


two business rooms is by oil-filled electric radiators. 
There is a simple smoke extraction system concealed 
in the false ceilings of the services. 

The architect was responsible for the quantity 
surveying, civil engineering and architectural services, 
including the design of the bar fittings. 

Main contractors were Messrs. R. W. Dye and Son, 
Ltd. Following is a list of sub-contractors : 

Prestcore piling, John Gill (Contractors), Ltd. ;  rein- 
forced concrete, J. L. Kier and Co., Ltd., Setch, nr. King’s 
Lynn ; basement waterproofing, William Briggs and Sons, 
Ltd., Norwich ; facing bricks and tiles, Williamson Cliff, 
Ltd., Stamford ; common bricks, London Brick Co. ; 
reconstructed stone, Croft Granite Brick and Concrete 
Co., Ltd., Croft, nr. Leicester; steel windows, Crittall 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Braintree; roof tiling and 
sanitary ware, Dawber Townsley and Co., Ltd., King’s 





THE BUILDER 





Lynn ; hot and cold water installation and wrot iron gate, 
R. Crome and Sons, King’s Lynn ; electrical installation, 
Mann Egerton and Co., Ltd., King’s Lynn; public bar 
seating, C. and V. Popkiss, King’s Lynn; lounge bar 
furniture, carpet and curtains, Hamptons, of London. 


Terrazzo floors, Art Pavements and Decorations, Ltd. ; 
wall tiling, Carter and Co. (London), Ltd.; extract 
ventilation, G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd., Norwich ; iron- 
Armstrong cork tile 


mongery, K. S. Neale, Birmingham ; 
Smith's 


and accotile floors, Holmes (Norwich), Ltd. ; 
Electric clocks, Grimshaw, Baxter & J. J. Elliott, Ltd; bar 
fittings, Davis Fabrication Co. ; lighting fittings, Troughton 
and Young (Lighting), Ltd.; flat roof, Frazzi, Ltd. ; signs, 
Taylor Industries, Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne ; plastic 
letters, The Lettering Centre ; fireplaces, Bratt Colbran, 
Ltd.; plastering, J. Hilton and Sons, King’s Lynn ; 
loft ladder, H. C. Slingsby, Ltd.; barrel hoist, Evans 


Lifts, Ltd., Leicester. 


REBUILDING THE 
“THE WOOLPACK,” 
KING'S LYNN 


Another view of the public bar. 
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Main entrance front 


TYPESETTING FACTORY, LOWER ESSEX-STREET, BIRMINGHAM 








LEONARD F. MULTON, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 


ts 
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Exterior of the case 
room from the north. 
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HIS factory is used for the 
setting of type for the printing 
trade. It was necessary to design a 
building giving a high degree of 
distributed natural lighting, but 
avoiding conditions which would 
have produced an uncomfortable 
amount of undiluted sunlight in the 
summer months. The problem was 
solved by means of high clerestory 
lighting on the south side and 
glazed walls on the west and north 
sides. ‘Top lighting is provided by 
monitor lights running north-south 
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the full width of the main shop. 
The keyboard room, situated on the 
east side, is lighted by a wall of 
glass bricks and top lighting from a 
lense-concrete lantern. Artificial 
lighting is from fluorescent tubes 
placed at low level, 7 ft. 6 in. above 
the floor. 

The front portion of the factory is 
constructed of load bearing brick 
walls with light buff machine-made 
sand-faced facings and precast 
Portland stone dressings. At the 


termination of the glass brick wall 
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there is a panel of orange faience 
tiles. Terrazzo, the colour of Hop- 
ton Wood stone, is used for the 
steps and entrance door frame. The 
doors are mahogany with sycamore 
mouldings, wax polished in a natural 
shade; the door handles are 
mahogany spheres with silver bronze 
mountings. The sign lettering is 
vitreous-enamelled lead-coated steel, 
each letter fixed by cramps into the 
joints between the glass bricks. 

The rear portion of the building 
is stee] framed, the flat concrete 
unit roof being carried on 
beams running parallel to 
the monitor lights. These 
monitor lights have portal 
frames roofed with Ruber- 
oid Stelflor decking, the 
underside of which is lined 
with insulation board which 
presents a flush surface and 
prevents heat losses. Space 
was planned and designed to 
suit the processes and 
machines used, and an accurate plant 
layout was prepared before the final 
working drawings were completed. 
This enabled all services, consisting 
of gas, water, electricity and com- 
pressed air to be taken to each 
machine in floor ducts, thus leaving 
the floor space unimpeded. 

Lavatories are situated on the 
north side of the building and are 
constructed of brickwork with flat 
concrete roofs at a height immedi- 
ately below the clerestory lighting 
These lavatories have terrazzo w.c 
divisions and tiled walls and floors. 


<xEKERErErerst 


Externally aii metal windows are 


painted off-white; the structural 
steelwork, doors and roller shutter, 
orange. The folding gate to be 
seen on the right-hand side of the 
front elevation is emerald green. 
Internally, all surfaces are enamelled 
off-white. 

The quantity surveyors were 
Messrs. Robottom and Berry and 
the general contractors were Messrs. 
Sapcote and Sons, Ltd. Following 
is a list of the sub-contractors : 

Structural steelwork, Steelwork Con- 
structois (1946), Ltd. ; steel reinforce- 


ment, Twisteel, Ltd.; concrete roof 
slabs, Concrete, Ltd. ; monitor light 
roofs, Ruberoid Co., Ltd.; patent 


glazing, Standard Patent Glazing Co., 
Ltd.; metal windows, John Gibbs; 
Ltd.; facing bricks, Blockleys, Ltd., 
artificial stonework, Empire Stone Co., 
L.td.: architectural metal work, Craft- 
metals, Ltd. ; floors (grano.), Empire 
Stone Co., Ltd. (wood block), Hewet- 
sons, Ltd. 

Electrical installation, Electra (Bir- 
mingham, 1935), Ltd. ; terrazzo work, 
Roman Mosaic, Ltd.; tronmongers 
and special door handles, K. S. Neale ; 
tile fixing, Craven Dunnill and Co., 
Ltd. ; faience tile suppliers, Carter and 
Co., Poole ; heating installation, Norris 
Warming Co., Ltd. ; yard gate, Bolton 
Gate Co., Ltd.; roller shutters, 
Mather and Platt, Ltd. ; sanitary goods, 
Hi. O. Bennion ; asphalting, Birming- 
ham Asphalte and Paving Co., Ltd. ; 
Cret-o-lux lantern light, Haywards 
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General interior view of case room. 











TYPESETTING FACTORY, 
LOWER ESSEX STREET, 
BIRMINGHAM 





1 corner of the case room showing 
the high é le restory lighting. 
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klevation to 
Prince of 
u ‘ales-road. 


OFFICE CONVERSION, 
for Leeds 
LESLIE E. G. 


basement 


XIS'TING 


ground and first floors, was purchased in the 


property, comprising 


centre of the city. In the conversion the basement 
is not used and the new planning provides one 
entrance serving both ground- and first-floor offices, 
the latter being let. 


On the floor the entrance hall leads 


direct to a spacious office accommodating both the 


ground 





public and staff, the two being separated only by the 
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PRINCE OF WALES ROAD, NORWICH 


Permanent Building Society 


FRIBA, ARCHITECT 


counter. ‘The manager’s office, interview room and 
sanitary accommodation for the staff are at the rear 
of the premises. 

The 


Tuckers 2-in. coarse golden russet facings laid in 


elevation to Prince of Wales-road is in 
cement mortar with raked out joints, in conjunction 
with Guiting stonework. Joinery is in Japanese oak 

The public space is panelled and this, together 


with the counter feature and other joinery, is executed 


Public 


space. 





THE 





The vestibule. 


in flame betula veneer with solid walnut bands and 
framings. ‘The floor finish generally is in the form 
of linoleum tiles laid to pattern except in the public 
space where cork tiles are employed. 

Heating is by means of gas built-in fires and free- 
standing radiators. 

The general contractors were Messrs. W. S. 
lLusher and Son, of Norwich. Following is a list of 
sub-contractors : 

Masonry, A. J. Woods and Sons; facing bricks, G. 
Tucker and Son, Ltd. - coloured crest on glass, T. and W. 
Ide, Ltd.; bronze letters and nameplates, The Morris 
Singer Co., Ltd. ; plastic letters, The Lettering Centre : 
flat roof covering, Wm. Briggs and Son, Ltd. ; panelling, 
counter and joinery, Frazer’s Joinery Co., Ltd. ; veneered 
plywood, Veneercraft, Ltd. ; floor finishings, G. 
Stephenson and Co., Ltd. ; door furniture, Henry Hope 


and Sons, Ltd. ; electrical installation, Mann Egerton 
and Co., Ltd. ; heating, Eastern Gas Board. 
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Coloured crest engraved on glass. 
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Education in the Building Industry 


ARCHITECTS AND-BUILDERS AT THE A.A. 


LIVELY discussion on the trend of 

education in the building industry 
followed a paper on the subject delivered 
by Mr. Davip Woopsink Parisu, F.I.O.B. 
(immediate Past-President, L.M.B.A.), 
to the Architectural Association on 
January 28. Mr. A. R. F. Anderson 
(President) was in the chair. 

In opening his address, Mr. WoopBINE 
ParisH said that the building industry 
was passing through a very difficult period. 
It usually was, but the position at present 
was more critical than it ‘had been for 
some time, due to the ever-increasing cost 
of building. ‘“‘We have come to an 
important cross-roads and we have to 
decide which road to take,” said the 
speaker. ‘‘ We have first to give a great 
deal of thought to reassessing the position 
in which we find ourselves. We have to 
devote greater attention to our long-term 
problems and a little less attention to 
our day-to-day difficulties.” 


EDUCATION FOR MANAGEMENT 


Mr. Parish then traced briefly the 
historical and economic history of the 
building industry and, coming up to date, 
said that we were now going through the 
second phase of the Industrial Revolution 
which took the form of a managerial 
revolution. Education was vital—an 
educational system by which we developed 
character and stretched our minds, a 
system which developed the ability to take 
a broad approach to our responsibilities. 
Although there was a deficiency of craft 
students (there was a general deficiency 
in the number of boys and girls entering 
industry and commerce) there was yet a 
considerable number apprenticed to the 
building industry, and good work was 
being carried out by the City and Guilds 
of London Institute, through whose 
examinations we might well see a great 
movement towards a renaissance in a 
large number of fields. When building 
apprentices had obtained their City and 
Guilds intermediate and final certificates in 
their craft, they were encouraged to take 
National Certificate or (if they had 
continued in whole-time education at 
public or grammar schools until the age 
of 18) to undertake National Diploma or 
Higher National Diploma courses at 
building colleges. The intention of these 
courses, as of the degree courses at 
Manchester and Cardiff Universities, was 
to take young men who had had the 
pportunity of a broader and more 
ral education up to a stage where they 
id ultimately occupy positions of execu- 

importance in the industry. “‘ The 
le of this development must increase 
‘ing the next few years,” declared Mr. 
ish. “Our need in the industry is 
ming much greater for the type of 
1 with a broad, liberal outlook who can 
.Jertake the managerial function which 
| ' lieve at the moment to be the weakest 
\< in our industry. 

{ shall make no reference to the 

“angements for teaching future archi- 
tc \s,” continued the speaker, “ other 
tion to remark that I think. there is a good 
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deal to be said for the days when there 
were premium pupils and they did not do 
five years at a school. I believe that five 
years at an architectural school is too long; 
I should like to see at the most three years, 
with far more time spent in the practical 
application of their knowledge in the. 
industry both on sites and in offices. 


JOINT PLANNING 


“In addition to all the other functions 
which an architect has to perform, I 
realise that his responsibility for asthetic 
design and planning needs is of funda- 
mental importance ; but of equal import- 
ance in to-day’s problem is the increasing 
managerial and commercial responsibility 
which each architect must assume if the 
job is to be done at a reasonable cost ; 
and, as we all know, at the moment 
building costs have got completely out of 
hand. I believe that the master builder 
and the architect have to get far closer 
together in the planning of work. What is 
it that the building industry really does ? 
Put very simply, I think that it performs 
the process of assembly, of taking a large 
number of materials and assembling them 
in a form which has been designed by the 
architect to meet the requirements of the 
client. If one looks on it as a process of 
assembly, one will realise that one of the 
most important parts of that process is 
the managerial and organisational responsi- 
bility, which is the joint responsibility of 
architect and master builder. We do 
tend, both educationally and in our 
approach to our work, to live in separate 
vacua, but I hope that it will not be very 
long before these are broken down. 

““ T hate to hear an architect say ‘ I have 
such-and-such a firm working for me.’ I 
should like to hear him say ‘ I have such- 
and-such a firm working with me.’ Those 
of us who are master builders and building 
trades employers should have the same 
attitude towards the foremen and men 
who work with us. We have an enormous 
opportunity to work as a team together, 
to pool all our resources and provide the 
community with a far higher standard of 
service than we are doing at the moment. 
I cannot help feeling that to a large extent 
the disquieting position which, as the 
general public realise, exists in the 
building industry comes about by our 
pursuing, possibly without realising it, 
our own sectional interests and not 
pursuing together our joint responsibility 
to our clients. I think that the isolated 
approach is very dangerous. 


NEED FOR COLLABORATION 


“ There are very many people concerned 
in this industry. There are yourselves as 
architects, ourselves as master builders, 
the surveyors, the civil engineers, the 
foremen, the clerks of works, the structural, 
heating, lighting and ventilation engineers 
and specialists, many other kinds of 
specialists, and the distributors. 

“I would plead with the architectural 
profession to believe that we can do this 
together better than we can separately. 
Building is a process in which the architect 


sides separate ; 
go hand in hand in all other industries. 
It may well be that our tendering system 
at present denies us that opportunity, and 
I believe that slowly but surely we shall 
come to realise that the present tendering 
system is preventing our industry getting 
down to real fundamentals. The sooner 
we have a different approach to our 
present tendering system the better for 
everyone. Instead of a sort of Dutch 
auction in the supposed interests of the 
client, first-class teams comprising com- 
petent architects and thoroughly reliable 
master builders could give services of such 
high quality that their services would 
increasingly be demanded, and then we 
would begin to see costs down to a level 
which the building owner can afford. 
At the moment the little man does his own 
decorations and the big man stands on 
the side lines waiting for prices to come 
down. 

“It must be realised that there is a 
totally different outlook among our opera- 
tives from that which prevailed before 
the war,’”’ Mr. Parish continued. “So 
many things have happened. We have 
full employment and social security. We 
have the influence of the radio, the Press, 
television and films. There are so many 
things impinging on the mind of the 
individual that one can no longer simply 
put up a notice on the site ‘ Hands 
wanted.’ We.want a man who can give 
all his skill, ability and knowledge ; it is 
not just his hands that we want. We 
want him to form part of the team. It is 
for architects and master builders jointly 
to establish the climate and atmosphere in 
which men will give of their best. We 
must plan to get away from wastage of 


material and wastage of effort due to’ 


poor organisation and planning and all the 
things which frustrate men and prevent 
them from doing a good job. We must 
encourage a far greater sense of courtesy 
and better manners between the various 
sections of the industry. I had no idea 
until recently of the sort of treatment 
meted out by certain architects to builders 
and by certain builders to their men. My 
eyes have been opened in that respect, and 
I find it unbelievable that some people 
are able to continue under some of the 
conditions that exist. Semehow or other 
we have to bring these matters out into 
the open and make everyone realise that 
we must maintain far higher moral 
standards in the conduct of our affairs. 
We have to bring these fundamental 
beliefs and ideas on to the building sites, 
and that is something which cq only be 
effectively done at top t level. 
We urgently need good leadership. Those 
who were in the Forces during the war 
know that the attitude of the O.C. was 
usually reflected right throughout the unit.”’ 
In conclusion, Mr. Parish said: “I 

plead with the architects to believe that 

it must start with them. It must go 

through the master builders, the surveyors, 

the clerk of works and so on, but if it 

starts at the top it will flow to the bottom. 

Give credit.to the general foreman and 

clerk of works, the men who live on your 
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jobs and create them. It is they who 
can make them a success; let us accept 
that fact. Occasionally when you as 
architects go on to a site, take an interest 
in the apprentices and have a chat with 
them. Take an interest in what they are 
doing. It may take a few moments, but 
it pays a terrific dividend to the industry. 
Those architects to whom I have suggested 
this have been most grateful; not only 
have they enjoyed doing it, but it has 
helped things along enormously. It is a 
small thing, and can be so easily over- 
looked. These imponderables are all 
factors in increased productivity. We do 
not need Government Committees to 
look into then, because we have the 
solution to them at our fingertips, if we 
care to look at them ourselves. We can 
achieve much with a little more wisdom, 
gratitude, tolerance and a better sense of 
justice.” 


Discussion 


Mr. Joun Branpon-Jones, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.A.Dipl., who proposed a vote of thanks, 
said there was enormous truth in what Mr. 


* very important. 
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Parish had said about working as a team. 
The architect, he was sure, got more help on 
a job if he knew enough about the work of the 
ciaftsmen and the general work on the job 
to be able to pick out something which was 
extra good and say: “ I like the way you have 
done this ; what about laying the rest of the 
bricks like that?” instead of saying: “I 
don’t know, but it all looks pretty shoddy to 
me.” ‘There were many craftsmen who would 
do better work if praised for doing something 
good. The emphasis on team-work was 
All were working for the 
‘client, whoever he might be. 

He was very much in sympathy with Mr. 
Woodbine Parish’s remarks about tendering. 
It was a good thing to tell the client that 
to get a first-class job it was necessary to go 
to a first-class builder and be prepared to pay 
a first-class price. 

** I was very pleased to hear Mr. Woodbine 
Parish say that five years was too long a time 
to spend in an architectural school,” con- 
tinued the speaker. ‘“‘I have been saying 
that ever since I was a student in the A.A. 
School. ... I do not think that to spend 
five years on a drawing-board is a sensible 
way of learning to build. I believe that with 
good organisation and teaching the theoretical 
part of the job could be taught in three years, 
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and I hope that it will not be long before we 
are able to do something on ‘these lines,” 
Writing in 1892, T. G. Jackson had advanced 
the theory that architects and builders ought 
all to start together, and it was very attractive. 


Mr. GONTRAN GOULDEN, T.D., A.R.I.B.A, 
who seconded the vote of thanks, said there 
was a great measure of agreement with what 
Mr. Parish had said. If the A.A. and the 
London Master Builders could stretch hands 
across Bedford-square and. find some practical 
way of putting what they both thought ought 
to be done into operation, a long step towards 
solving the problem would have been taken. 


NEED FOR ACTION 


Mr. ArTHUR Kenyon, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A,, 
said he must confess to being a little dis- 
appointed. A lot of people were saying that 
architects and builders ought to get together 
and work together more amicably, but nothing 
ever seemed to be done. He had hoped to 
hear how Mr. Woodbine Parish suggested 
that it must be done ; so long as the tendering 
system existed architects could not get in 
touch with any builder or sub-contractor 
until they had finished their drawings. If 
architects and builders were to get together, 
the whole of that system must be changed. 
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At present each side grumbled at the other 
very much more than before the war. 

‘| should like to see builders, architects, 
surveyors and operatives getting together to 
work as a team,” said Mr. Kenyon, “ but 
how are we to change the tendering system 
and get together at an earlier stage ? We are 
all trying hard but we are not getting together.” 


Mr. Micuakt Patrrick said that he had 
often heard it said, when the training of 
architects and builders together had been 
discussed, that there was no point in training 
the builder in the first part of the architect’s 
training, but that om certain structural 
problems they might have joint lectures, and 
perhaps towards the end of their course they 
could work on similar problems. “I disagree 
entirely,”’ said Mr. Pattrick. “ I do not think 
that that is what should be done if these two 
can be brought together. It is in the first 
and second years that the whole basis of the 
architect’s training is unfolded, and it is then 
that the two should be brought together. 
We try here to train people in logical thinking, 
and Mr. Woodbine Parish will agree fhat 
nothing increases builders’ profits more than 
logical thinking. It is the basis not only of 
architecture but of all industry.”” He would 
welcome any arrangement by which those 
interested in building. could come and take 
part in the activities of the A.A. School. 


Mr. AusTiIn-SMiTH said that one reason 
why architects and builders could not get 
together was that the client wanted to get a 
number of tenders. The architect did not 
like to recommend a particular firm because 
he felt that that was unprofessional and that 
the client would think he wanted a rake-off. 
“The fact is,” said the speaker, “‘ that the 
public at large have not the faintest idea of 
what an architect is or what he does. If 
they do not know what one member of the 
team does they do not know what the whole 
team does. The first thing that we have to 
do is to put our own house in order.” 


Mr. FeLLo-ATKINSON said that a case of 
how a designer and contractors got together 
in spite of the client was the Crystal Palace, 
where the insertion by Henry Cole of a clause 
in the invitation to tender for the original 
design that any alternative method of con- 
struction would be considered gave the oppor- 
tunity for Paxton to get together with his 
contractors to produce a scheme which came 
out so fantastically lower than any other that 
it could not but be accepted. It would have 
been considered extremely unethical by the 
architectural profession, and the fact that 
Paxton was not a member of the profession 
might have helped him. The building was 
erected in four months at a cost of a penny 
per cubic foot, which made one think ! 


PROFESSIONAL BARRIERS 


Mr. N. S. Farrow said that the reason why 
architects and builders could not get together 
at the moment was the barrier between the 
professional side and the commercial side. 
Some barrier might be necessary, but he 
thought that we made the barrier stronger 
then was desirable. The Americans had 
very similar professional barriers, but they 
did not take so much notice of them, and -in 
the United States one would find that an 
architect, after spending a long time in an 
architect’s office, would decide to go on the 
c ostructional side, join a constructional firm 

spend several years with them. He 
rcht then come to the conclusion that he 
ald like an easier life, and go back to an 
nitect’s office. Americans had a tre- 
'.-ndous understanding between all the 
".mbers of their team, but in particular 
veen the architects and the builders. 

* in this country we could break down 
©* prune this professional barrier, we might 
©..1ve considerable advantage. “It is most 
er couraging to see what happens in the civil 
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engineering industry at present,” declared 
Mr. Farrow. ‘‘ In many cases civil engineer- 
ing students spend a number of years on 
the constructional side and derive tremendous 
advantage by seeing for themselves what 
happens there. In addition to that, the civil 
engineering contracting firms have the even 
greater advantage of having professional 
people in their ranks, which raises the tone 
of the industry. If we could have a greater 
interchange between the professional and the 
— sides we should get nearer to our 
g ae 

Mr. L. J. Hottoway said he would like 
to take that idea a little further and make the 
concrete suggestion that the architectural 
profession should consider taking up some- 
thing equivalent to Part C of the A.M.I.C.E., 
where a man could not get his Associate 
Membership until he had done two years’ 
practical work with a contractor and written 
a thesis at the end of his experience. If it 
were necessary for architectural students to 
serve for two years in the building industry 
before getting their Associateship, we should 
immediately start to get a much closer under- 
standing between the architectural profession 
and the commercial side of the industry. 


STATUS OF THE ARCHITECT 


Mr. Perer TRENCH -said that those who 
visited the U.S.A., and afterwards wrote a 
report on the building industry there, made 
a very pointed remark about the status of the 
industry in the United States. The 
American bricklayer earns 16s. an hour and 
went to work in his car. The building 
industry was the big industry of the United 
States, and one answer to our problem was 
to get to the position which the Americans 
had reached. On the paint of the difficulties 
in the way of selecting a particular builder, his 
answer was that architects should have the 
courage of their convictions. If they thought 
that it was right to have a builder in at the 
beginning, they should get a ouilder in at the 
beginning. If the client made difficulties, 
it came back again to a question of the status 
of the building industry. Architects should not 
be in a position to be run by their clients, they 
should run their clients and make them realise 
that not only had architects something to con- 
tribute but that they knew more than the 
clients did, and if their advice was not taken 
the building would cost twice as much. 


Mk. A. Pott said that no architect was really 
convinced that the client would get a cheaper 
job without competition; they paid lip 
service to the idea, but were not convinced. 
‘* What we ought to do is, in close collabora- 
tion with the builders, to arrive at some 
system which will enable us te assure the 
client that he really will get the best value for 
his money by acting in this way.” 

Mr. D. A. G. Rep said that the problem of 
building courses was an educational problem 
of very considerable difficulty. It was not 
concerned so much with the courses for 
apprentices as with the courses for the young 
men to whom Mr. Woodbine Parish par- 
ticularly referred in connection with the 
management function, the young men who 
would be the executives of the future. If we 
were to provide a suitable course for them, it 
must be a mind-stretching course and we 
must train them, as me gan es had said, 
in logical thinking. e problem was to 
devise a building course of that type. If 
building courses could be developed in that 
way it might be possible for the architecture 
courses to learn something from them. At 
the moment he would hesitate to advise any- 
one to change an architecture course con- 
siderably, because, as an educationist, he 
admired them educationally. 

Tue Present said Mr. Reid had brought 
them back to the subject, which was the 
trend of education in the building industry. 


Mr. Parish’s Response 


In his reply to discussion Mr. Woopsine 
ParisH said that architects had an important 
part to play in educating their clients to 
belief that the capital outlay was not of such 
enormous importance as they might think ; 
it was the annual i : 
that mattered, a continuing liability which went 
on throughout the life of a building. On 
the question of architects and master builders 
being educated together, he did not know that 
it was of fundamental importance that they 
should be taught concurrently, but he did 
consider that they should be taught together, 
within the same building, though not taking 
same course. That would give an oppor- 
tunity, by the students’ union and other 
facilities, for mixing together and getting to 
know each other, thus establishing a far 
closer bond of contact and confidence in 
one another than was possible at the moment. 
“Far too many people imagine that by 
becoming an architect one becomes a gentle- 
man,” said Mr. Parish. “I believe that one 
becomes a gentleman only by a process of 
rational self-discipline, and I am not at all 
sure that an architect’s training necessarily 
leads to that type of self-discipline.” 

Mr. Kenyon had dealt with the question of 
how we were to bring together the master 
builders, the architects, the quantity surveyors 
and everybody else. He believed that the 
real answer lay in our setting down all the 
complex functions necessary to produce a 
building and allocating clearly where the 
many responsibilities lay, and then ensuring 
that each section of the industry was fully 
trained to undertake its respective function. 

He agreed with everything that Mr. Trench 
had said. Architects must discipline their 
building owners much better. Could ane 
imagine a doctor allowing a patient to say “ I 
do not like that sort of medicine ; I must have 
this or the other”? Architects were far 
greater individuals than doctors, and, even 
though occasionally it might mean not carry- 
ing out a job, they must make their client 
realise that it was in his own interest that he 
took the medicine, provided it was the right 
medicine. 

“ T should like to end on a note which Mr. 
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All of us in responsible positions must try 
to understand the social factors at work in 
society to-day and their effect on the mind of 
the working man. We have to realise that 
unless we are able to provide an individual 
with a joy and satisfaction from what he does, 
and a belief that what he does is worth while, 
and that his reward is fair, and that he is 
being well led, and that the organisation for 
which he works is efficient, we shall fail. 
Until we get to that stage we cannot hope 
resolve the fundamental problems which 
face us and bring down costs. It must be 
better to reduce costs and have a larger 


-) 










3s 

Ss 
; 
¢ 
- 
& 
> 


ea aks e 





240 


DUTCH PAINTINGS 
The Exhibition at Burlington House 
Ts opportunity has never occurred 


before, and it is doubtful if it ever - 


will again, of seeing such a magnificent 
collection of Dutch masterpieces covering 
three centuries (1450 to 1750) which com- 
pose the winter exhibition at Burlington 
House. All that can be said in praise 
of these works has been said by art writers, 
and endless books have been written and 
illustrated on many of the masterpieces, yet 
some have appeared for the first time from 
English homes. 

The difficulty of mentioning many 
individual works will be understood when 
it is realised that 178 artists are represented 
and of Rembrandt’s works no fewer than 33, 
Franz Hals, 25, and many other artists in 
equally large numbers. One can only ex- 
press a personal opinion and one opinion is 
that in no instance is the subject of picture 
submerged by eccentricity of technique, 
the subject strikes one even before the 
name of the painter. As one example, 
in the small picture No. 509 “A Girl 
Sewing ”’ (actually threading a needle), 
by Nicholaes Maes (1634-1693), so intent 
is the concentration on the task that the 
painter is at most a secondary considera- 
tion to the onlooker. Like many others, 
the picture, though so finely finished, 
cannot be called laboured or photographic 
in execution. Of the many portraits by 
Rembrandt, Franz Hals and others, all 
show power by decision in their brush- 
work and colour. Jan Steen’s interiors 
with their jovial characters should not be 
missed. History says that he kept a 
tavern ; could it have been the potency of 
his liquor which enabled him to find such 
picturesque models ? No doubt the cos- 
tumes of the period were more picturesque 
and colourful in those days (no multiple 
tailors). A Chelsea tavern to-day, who- 
ever painted it, would be a drab affair. 

Notice the great landscapes by Hobbema, 
Ruysdael Cuyp, Adam Pijnacker, Karel 
Dujardin and many others, all expressing 
their subject matter, be it storm, sunlight, 
calm autumn or winter; no “ guess- 
what ”’ pictures so familiar to-day. These 
Dutch landscapes, it is noticed, are not 
so loaded with paint that a shadow is 
thrown as in the case of some modern 
works which are almost modelled in the 
manner of contour maps. All the well- 
known flower painters are represented : 
Van Huysum, Kalff, Simon Verelst and 
others. 

Still life is also well represented by 
Claesz, Van Ravesteyn to mention but 
two. Architectural subjects do not domin- 
ate except as settings for figure subjects 
and a fine church, No. 531, “ Interior of 
the Church of St. Laurens, Rotterdam,” 
by Anthonie de Lorme, which may be 
seen in the Architectural Room. Ship- 
ping is well represented by famous 
marine painters too numerous to mention. 

All who can should see this great 
exhibition of the works of giants of the 
past and perhaps think of our present-day 
painters’ work in comparison. Artists in 
those days prepared their own colours 
which have retained their brilliancy after 
all these years. ‘To-day the artists call at 
the artists’ colourman and in a tube can 
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obtain any tint required; even then, it is 
doubtful if he produces colour equal to 
the present exhibits. The Exhibition is 
open daily until March 1, from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Sundays, 2-6 p.m. W. J. W. 


BUILDING AT OXFORD 


Good Progress with New Work 
and Restorations 


By B. S. TOWNROE, O.B.E., 
Hon.A.R.I.B.A. 


M408 building works are progressing 

well in Oxford. ‘These include the 
completion of the new Physiology Labora- 
tory, the first stage of extension of the 
Inorganic Chemical Laboratory, the recon- 
struction of the North Wing of the Old 
Bodleian and a residential part of Nuffield 
College. It is hoped to accelerate the 
reconstruction of the old University 
Library. There are other schemes under 
consideration, including the building of a 
new Gallery at the Ashmolean Museum 
and an extension of the Anatomy Depart- 
ment. 

There are new College buildings being 
erected at Wadham, St. Peter’s Hall and 
Oriel, and the joint building committee 
of the University has approved extensions 
of Worcester and Pembroke Colleges. 

One of the most valuable relaxations 
allowed by the Ministry of Works during 
the past year was the encouragement of 
recruitment of the stonemasons and 
quarrymen required to carry out repairs 
on ancient stonework. The deplorable 
shortage of skilled craftsmen was a grave 
handicap. ‘There was also a fear that so 
essential and ancient a craft might 
disappear. 

Fortunately, since the spring of 1952, 
the majority of Oxford Colleges have been 
allowed to carry out minor repairs to 
stonework at once. Corpus Christi has 
started on the first stage of the refacing 
of the Fellows’ Building. 

Outside purely academic activities, 
extensive restoration work has _ been 
carried out on the advice of Mr. W. H. 
Godfrey, F.R.1I.B.A., on the restoration 
of the Old Palace which stands at the 
corner of St. Aldate’s and Rose Place. 
The original building dates from about 
1530 and has been often called Bishop 
King’s Palace; .it is supposed to have 
been part of the residence of Robert King, 
the first Bishop of Oxford under Henry 
VIII. 

The narrow east front of the Old Palace 
was badly mutilated over 100 years ago 
by the building of a plate-glass shop 
frontage at ground level and the addition 
of other shop premises. This led to the 
complete destruction of old windows and 
part of a magnificent ceiling of ornamental 
plaster. 

The Old Palace, which has been called 
one of the most interesting structures in 
Oxford outside the University, is now the 
property of the Newman Trust, founded 
in 1914 by the late Duke of Norfolk. 
The Newman Trustees with the help of 
the Oxford Preservation Trust and the 
Pilgrim ‘Trust have transformed the 
eastward face. This restoration is not 


completed, but certainly the Old Palace 
has already been transformed beyond all 
recognition. 
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BOOKS 


«+s Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on. application to the 
Book Centre, “ The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwyeh, W.C.2. Cash (which 
should include 6d. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





O_p LONDON ILLUSTRATED. By H. H,. 
Brewer and Herbert A. Cox, F.CA, 
F.S.A., Hon.A.R.1.B.A. (London: The 
Builder, Ltd, The Builder House, 
Catherine-street, W.C.2.) Price 7s. 6d. 


HE new eighth edition of Old London 

Illustrated makes a widely welcomed return 
to the topographical literature of the subject. 
This once rare and almost unprocurable 
book contains the beautiful pictures of the 
late H. H. Brewer, who died in 1903, with 
explanatory text by Mr. Herbert A. Cox, 
F.C.A., F.S.A., Hon.A.R.1.B.A. Brewer's 
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drawings are based on the pictorial records 
of Ralph Aggas, Wenceslaus Hollar and 
other draughtsmen of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries; he has carefully cor- 
rected the imperfections, added detail which 
they have omitted, and given us a series of 
perspective and aerial views which recon- 
struct the scene of over three hundred years 
ago. The amount of study which has been 
necessary before attempting to make these 
reconstructions deserves our respect, and it 
would be gratifying to Mr. Brewer to know 
that, after fifty years, they have not been 
superseded. j 

The accompanying text forms an invalu- 
able counterpart to Brewer’s drawings. Mr. 
Cox has compressed gp immensity of 
information into a few paxes. He has excr- 
cised that gift, rare in scholars, of being able 
to make the dry bones of history come ‘© 
life; thus the general reader will be adic 
to enjoy his text as if it were light literature, 
while knowing that the information it con- 
tains is trustworthy and is the outcome of 
many years of patient research among 
ancient documents. : 

It is a book which will be equally interes‘ 
ing to topographical experts, for Mr. Co” 
contributes much new information, partic. 
larly in regard to the sudden deviation ct 
the Roman wall, southward and westwarc. 
by Cripplegate. Mr. Cox, in his previou: 
writings, had always maintained that there 
must be some special reason for this indents- 
tion, and -he expressed_his conviction tha' 
post-war excavations would bring it to ligh'. 
He was, indeed, prophetic, for, soon aft: 
his words were written, a complete Rom" 
fort of the first century was discovered *' 
this spot. A plan of this fort is included © 
the book. Bi. P. 


0) 


AA aoenrooavownmunas 


eR ee a. de 8 ee ee, ae 








6 1983 * 





London 
ed return 
> subject. 
‘ocurable 
s of the 
03, with 
A. Cox, 
Brewer's 








records 
ar and 
lh and 
ly cor- 
which 
ries of 
recon- 
d years 
is been 
> these 
and it 
) know 
t been 


invalu- 
is. Mr. 
ty of 
3 exer- 
ig able 
me to 
p able 
rature, 
t con- 
me of 
ymong 


terest 
. Cox 
urticu 
on ci 
ward, 
SVIOU: 
there 
Jenta- 
) that 
light. 
afte 
oman 
ed at 
ed in 
P. 





february 6 1953 


PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF TOWN “AND 
COUNTRY PLANNING. By Lewis Keeble, 
M.C., B.Sc., F.R.LC.S., M.T.P.I. (London: 
The Estates Gazette, Ltd.) Price 47s. 6d. 


MODERN TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING. 
By James W. R. Adams, O.B.E., P.P.T.P.I. 
(London: J. and A. Churchill, Ltd.). 
Price 42s. 


THE Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, provides a comprehensive administra- 
tive and financial system for the contro! of 
land use and development in this country, 
and, although the financial provisions are 
now being amended, the Government has 
affirmed its intention of maintaining the 
full control over the use of land provided 
for in the Act. As the recent White Paper 
(Cmd. 8699) stated: “It is even more neces- 
sary now than ever before to prevent build- 
ing over good agricultural land or over land 
containing valuable mineral deposits; to 
restrain the outward sprawl of the great 
towns; to improve living conditions and 
industrial efficiency; to preserve the country- 
side and coastline from further disfigure- 
ment and destruction.” 

But administrative and financia] powers, 
however comprehensive, are not enough. It 
is equally important that the purposes for 
which those powers exist and the principles 


‘on which they should be exercised should 


be well understood. In the past even the 
main purposes, let alone the more detailed 
principles, have not been generally agreed. 
This is perhaps due in pari to the lack of 
an adequate literature of planning: there 
have been plenty of the more visionary type 
of writing and plenty of publications setting 
out proposals for particular towns and 
regions, but little in the way of discussion 
on practical planning within the framework 
of contemporary legislation and economic 
circumstances. 

It is interesting, therefore, to consider two 
recently published books which, though in 
somewhat different ways, do attempt to deal 
with town and country planning in general 
but practical terms. Mr. Keeble, a_lec- 
turer at Manchester University, but with 
previous local government experience, has 
set out to write a complete text-book on 
the principles and practice of town and 
country planning so far as this is possible 
within the confines of a single volume. He 
has succeeded remarkably well. The book 
is a factual and objective survey of current 
practice, and is firmly based on what is at 
present legally practicable. There is no 
attempt to speculate on what might be done 
under legislative or economic conditions, 
but the author nevertheless criticises current 
practice within the present legislative frame- 
work wherever necessary. Thus at page 300 
he sharply criticises the recommendations on 
the contents of development plans as con- 
tained in the Ministry’s circulars. The 
author has also dealt skilfully with some of 
the more controversial issues of planning; 
for instance, the discussion on rural plan- 
ning at pages 184 to 191, including the 
famous Letcombe Bassett—‘“ Must Our 
Villages Die? "—controversy, is excellent. 
It would obviously be outside the scope of 
such a book as this to consider in any 
detail, let alone reach a definitive judge- 
ment on what should be done about 


decaying rural communities such as Let- 
combe Bassett or some of the obsolete 
mining villages of County Durham, but at 
least Mr. Keeble poses such problems for 
tne reader to consider further. 

Mr. Adams, by contrast, has not set out 
© write a detailed text-book. The purpose 
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of the book, we are told in the preface, is 
expressed in its sub-title, “ A History of and 
Introduction to the Study of the Law and 
Practice of Modern Town and Country 
Planning in Great Britain.” Opiniqns may 
differ as to the best approach to such 4 
history and introduction, but this reviewer 
is bound to express his disappointment. Much 
of the historical fact that is included seems 
unimportant, and the book does not ade- 
quately deal with the problems of planning 
under the Act of 1947. Indeed, the 1947 
Act is dealt with in an extremely cursory 
fashion. For instance, development plans 
are dealt with, apart from passing refer- 
ences, in one page, and that a quotation from 
the Progress Report published by ihe 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning in 
1951. Such vital issues as the suitability of 
the counties and county boroughs as the 
development plan areas, the problems of 
adjustment which may arise between the 
two types of authority, the supply of essen- 
tial data on national economic and indus- 
trial policy by Government Departments— 
all these are hardly discussed at all. Again, 
the vital problem of cost in the redevelop- 
ment of urban areas is discussed in about 
three paragraphs at pages 30 and 181. 
Problems of rural planning are completely 
ignored. 

But perhaps the most serious criticism of 
this book is that it lays too much emphasis 
on design and cartography, and deals 
inadequately with the more fundamental 
question of securing the most efficient use 
of our limited resources of land. Maps 
showing roads, use zones, green belts and 
sO on are an important part of planning, 
but they are far from being of its 
essence. It is perhaps only fair to add that 
these defects in Mr. Adams’ book may well 
be due to the fact that it is not really a new 
work, but a-revised edition under a new 
title, of an earlier work by the late Dr. 
Thomas Adams. This new edition still 
bears the mark of the early nineteen thirties. 


A. E. T. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 

A History oF Crvit ENGINEERING. By 
Hans Straub. (London: Leonard Hill, 
Ltd.) Price 25s. 

TIMBER PROGRESS AND DESK BOOK FOR 
1953. Edited by W. E. Bruce, M.A. 
(London: Cleaver-Hume Press, Ltd.) Price 
15s. 

PLANNING ONE TOWN, PETERSHAM, A HILL 
Town IN Massacuusetts. By John D. 
Black and Ayers Brinser. (London: Oxford 
University Press.) Price 8s. 

FarRM BUILDINGS—NEW AND ADAPTED. 


4th Ed. By Edwin Gunn. (London: 
Crosby Lockwood and Son, Ltd.) Price 
12s. 6d. 

PRESTRESSED Concrete. By Dr. Kurt 


Billig. (London: Macmillan and Co., Ltd.) 
Price 36s. 

* Town DESIGN. 
(London: Architectural 
73s. 6d. 

Bui_perRs’ Cost CONTROL, BONUSING AND 
Accounts. By F. Brandwood. London: 
Gee and Company (Publishers), Ltd.) Price 
25s. 6d., post free. 

STREAMLINED SPECIFICATIONS STANDARDS. 
By B. J. Small. (London: Chapman and 
Hall.) Price 160s. 

Burpinec Encyciorepia. 4th Ed. (Lon- 
don: The Waverley Book Co., Ltd.) Price 
150s. the set of four vols. 


By Frederick Gibberd. 
Press.) Price 
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NON-TRADITIONAL HOUSES 
Overall Price Reductions 


In a circular (6/53) issued to housing 
authorities, the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government refers to Circular 28/52 
issued on March 6, 1952. That Circular 
asked local authorities to make more use 
of the new methods of building houses— 
methods which result in quicker completions 
with fewer man-hours. The results have been 
most encouraging. In each of the three 
months August, October, and November last 
the number of non-traditional houses in 
tenders approved was three times the corre- 
sponding figure in 1951: in September the 
increase was 50 per cent. 

Paragraph 7 of Circular 28/52 announced 
arrangements for regional prices. The prices 
agreed last year with a number of firms have" 
become out of date because of changes in 
prices of materials. The Minister has there- 
fore asked the firms concerned to review their 
prices on a new basic list. As a result of 
the increased production last year, all these 
firms are offering substantial reductions in 
their regional prices as from February 1 last 
—reductions additional to those on account 
of reduced basic prices. The revised basic 
price list also covers fewer items than the 
current list. Details of these new regional 
prices can be obtained from the Principal 
Regional Officer or from the firms concerned. 
When considering prices for non-traditional 
houses local authorities will no doubt bear in 
mind the savings they make in fees and in 
loan charges—because of quicker comple- 
tions and earlier rent receipts. 

As explained in paragraph 7 of Circular 
28/52, if tender prices are based on figures 
at or below the agreed “regional prices” 
(for the house on a level site) approval can 
be given more quickly. It is open to a local 
authority to negotiate keener prices, or to 
a firm to quote a higher price if local cir- 
cumstances warrant it. The Minister hopes 
that the lower prices will encourage local 
authorities to put more of their current pro- 
grammes into non-traditional houses. He 
asks in particular that local authorities in 
areas likely to suffer from shortages of tradi- 
tional materials or skilled building labour 
will take -full advantage of the alternative 
that non-traditional methods provide. 

The Ministry states that the reductions, 
varying between about £40 and £80 (with 
further reductions for continuity orders) 
according to type and the area in which the 
houses are to be built, are due to changes 
in the price of building materials and 
economies resulting from the increased pro- 
duction of these houses last year. 


OBITUARY 


Arthur J. Price, A.R.LB.A. 

We regret to announce the death, after a 
short illness, of Mr. Arthur John Price, 
A.R.1.B.A., of Stone, at the - of 50. 

Mr. Price was a member the staff of 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment at their regional headquarters at 
Birmingham. 

He was articled to Messrs. Wood and 
Goldstraw, of Tunstall, and was for a time 
responsible for the design of several Odeon 
cinemas in various parts of the country. He 
was also for a time on the staff of the 
Borough Surveyor at Newcastle, Stafis. 


Planning Institute’s Year Book 

The year book of the Town Planning 
Institute, which has just been issued, con- 
tains a survey of the year’s work (1951-52) 
by Mr. E. H. Ford, O.B.E., M.LCE. 
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SOCIETIES 
‘ R.LB.A. 
The Intermediate Examination 


THe R.1.B.A. Intermediate Examination 
was held in London, Plymouth, Birmingham, 
Manchester, Leeds, Newcastle, Edinburgh, 
and Belfast from November 7 to 13, 1952. 
Of the 559 candidates examined, 170 passed 
and 389 were relegated. 


LIVERPOOL ARCHITECTURAL 
SOCIETY 


a Award of H. W. Williams Prize for 
Design of Multi-storey Garage 
AT a recent meeting of the Liverpool 
Architectural Society it was announced that 
*the H. W. Williams Prize (value £50) for the 
best architectural design of a multi-storey 
garage had had to be divided between three 
competitors. They were Mr. D. N. Skinner, 
of Liverpool; Mr. K. W. Paterson, 
A.R.L.B.A., of Bobington, Wirral; and Mr. 
N. T. Evans, student, A.R.I.B.A., of 
Wallasey. 


BIRMINGHAM AND FIVE 
COUNTIES A.A. 


The Annual Dinner 


THERE was a danger that town planners 
might prove to be the “ Frankensteins of 
the modern age,” PRoressor E. K. WATER- 
HOUSE, Director of the Barber Institute, 
Birmingham Wniversity, said at the annual 
dinner in Birmingham recently of the 
Birmingham and Five Counties Architectural 
Association. 

From what he had seen of town planning 
courses at universities, town planners were 
learning more and more about less and less, 
and whenever he saw that a new school 
of town planning had been opened he had 
“nervous twitches.” The future was in the 
hands of the town planners and their educa- 
tion should be on the broadest possible 
lines. 

Professor Waterhouse suggested that archi- 
tects might help to solve the problem of 
the future of Britain’s great country houses 
by making them useful and at, the same 
time preserving their beauty. Professor 
Waterhouse was responding to the toast of 
“The Guests,” proposed by Mr. C. F. 
REDGRAVE, vice-president of the Association. 

Proposing “The City of Birmingham,” 
Mr. Ceci, E. M. FILLMore, president of the 
Association, said that present economic con- 
ditions did not necessarily cripple great 
design, and in the form of schools and 
homes and commercial and industrial build- 
ings there were vast fields of oppor- 
tunity in the years ahead. THE Lorp Mayor, 
Ald. W. T. Bowen, responded. 

The toast of “The Royal Institute of 
British Architects and its Allied Societies ” 
was proposed by Viscount COBHAM. Mr. 
HowarD Ropertson, A.R.A., P.R.IB.A., 
responded, 


NORTH WALES 
ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY 


Annual Dinner 

THE ANNUAL DINNER of the North Wales 
Architectural Society was recently held at 
the Royal Hotel, Capel Curig. Guests of 
honour were the Marquis and Marchioness 
of Anglesey. Members and their guests, who 
numbered more than 80, were received by 
the president of the Society, Mr. Leonard 
Moseley, L.R.LB.A., F.R.LCS., with whom 
were Mr. F. J. M. Ormrod, B.Arch., 
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F.R.LB.A., M.T.P.I., president of the Liver- 
pool Architectural Society, Mrs. Ormrod and 
Mr. Douglas Hall, F.R.1LB.A., Bangor, vice- 
president of the N.W.A.S., and Mrs. Hall. 

Mr. Ormrop proposed the toast of the 
North Wales Society, and warned members 
that economies in certain directions were 
proposed by the R.LB.A. He asked members 
to oppose any economies which might be 
directed at the allied societies. 

Mr. MosELey, in his reply, deplored some 
of the so-called functionalist architecture of 
the present day. There was a danger, he 
said, that such functionalism might bring 
forth something not far removed from work 
done in the industrial era. 

The president added a note for builders, 
several of whom had come as guests. He 
advised them to resist that form of building 
known as “ officially sponsored packages.” 
It might be economical, but it was bad econo- 
mics, he said. It was not the function of 
architects to produce die-cast buildings. 

Mr. Douctas HALL, F.R.LB.A., proposed 
the toast of “ The Guests.” 


LAW REPORT 
Injuries to Workman: Contractors 
Lose Appeal 


CourRT OF APPEAL: 


BEFORE Lorp Gopparp, L.C.J., AND LoRDs 
JusTICcES JENKINS AND Morris. 


Cohen v. George Wimpey and Co., Ltd. 


THE COURT, on January 30, dismissed the 
appeal of George Wimpey and Co., Ltd., of 
Hammersmith-grove, London, W., from the 
judgment of Mr. Justice Croom-Johnson at 
Swansea Assizes on July 12 last, awarding 
£2,372 damages to William Stirling Cohen, 
of Gendros-crescent, Swansea, for injuries he 
suffered when part of the 44-in. interior wall 
of a house on the Gendros Housing Estate 
fell on him. 

On September 29, 1950, tubular scaffold- 
ing was being erected at a house on the 
estate which the appellants. as contractors, 
were building when, it was stated, one of 
the poles moved or swayed. A man named 
Evans was hit by the pole and he lost his 
balance and bumped against the wall with 
the result that some of the courses of brick- 
work at the top fell on Cohen, who was 
standing by the wall. Negligence in the 
erection of the scaffolding was alleged by 
him, and the judge gave judgment in his 
favour. 

Mr. H. V. Lloyd-Jones, Q.C., for the 
appellants, submitted that there was no 
negligence; that the scaffolding was being 
erected in a perfectly proper way and that 
the injuries to Cohen were the result of an 
accident which nobody could have foreseen. 
It was true that scaffolding during the pro- 
cess of erection was always liable to sway 
slightly, but when it was complete it was 
quite secure. He added that the judge’s 
view was that he was not satisfied that the 
accident was caused by negligence of anf- 
body for whom the appellants were respon- 
sible. 

The Lord Chief Justice, giving judgment, 
said the judge came to the only possible 
conclusion that he could have reached. If 
scaffolding had to be erected near a wall, 
which his lordship described as “ frail,’ 
precautions must be taken to see that it did 
not sway. The explanations given by the 
appellants did not displace negligence and 
the appeal should be dismissed, with costs. 

Lords Justices Jenkins and Morris con- 
curred. 
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BUILDING MATERIALS IN 
SWEDEN 


Increasing Use of “ Siporex ” 
‘By J. GRINDROD 


A STEAM-HARDENED compound of 

cement, siliceous sand, aluminium 
powder, chemicals, other substances and 
water, “Siporex” is being increasingly used 
as a building material inside Sweden and in 
other parts of the world. Its properties of 
being almost unshrinkable, of having 
greatly improved bearing capacity, of 
amenity to being sawn, hewn, nailed 
and bored like wood, yet possessing the 
weatherproof qualities of stone, of being a 
good insulator, non-inflammable and fire- 
resistant, and its comparative cheapness, 
have given the material an outstanding 
place in the newly developed methods of 
house and building construction which have 
taken place there in recent years. 


Not only is this material made at five 
factories in Sweden—at Dalby, Sédertalje, 
Gothenburg, Gavle and Skelleftehamn— 
but it is being manufactured in a number of 
other countries on the continent of Europe 
and elsewhere. Before the war plants were 
established at Helsinki, Riga and Reval, 
while, since the war, factories have been set 
up at Aalborg, Denmark, and Drammen, 
Norway, in 1949; at Hamburg in 1951 and 
at Maisse, near Paris, quite recently. At 
present, factories are being built or planned 


in Poland and other European countries, as. 


well as in Latin America, U.S.A., Australia 
and Africa. 


Based on a discovery by a civil engineer, 
Ivar Eklund, and cement scientist Professor 
Lennart Forsén, then of the leading Swedish 
cement group, 
Malmé, the manufacturing process of 
“ Siporex” consists of the mixing of the 
various components, casting in oiled moulds, 
air hardening, then steam hardening, the 
last taking place in an autoclave in which 


the steam pressure is gradually raised. Im 


the process the sand and cement become 
amalgamated into the compound calcium 
monosilicate. 

The total capacity of the existing five 
production plants in Sweden is about 
400,000 cu. metres (14,124,000 cu. ft.) per 
year, while extensions permitting of 4 


further production of approximately 100,000 


cu. metres per annum are being planned. 


Suitability for Reinforcing 

Having the same linear expansion as Stee! 
and capable of being reinforced like con- 
crete, “Siporex” can be used for roofing 
and flooring slabs, beams for window and 
door openings, and wall elements a storey 
high. Special rust-proofing treatment for 
the reinforcing steel has been evolved. 

Used in the form of blocks, as is mo-' 
common, it can be used for all walls 1» 
buildings up to four or five storeys high 
without any bearing concrete structure. 
higher houses the blocks are employed fo 
panel walls and for the whole top sectior 
As thinner insulating slabs they may be use: 
as external insulation on concrete walls o! 
for various kinds of interior insulation. 


As well as being used for apartment anu 
single-family houses in towns and village: 
throughout Sweden, “Siporex” has been 
used in the construction of many larg: 
public and industrial buildings, such as the 
huge Sédersjukhuset hospital, the L. M 
Ericsson factory in Stockholm, and th 
Park Avenue Hotel, Gothenburg. 


Skanska Cement AB, of 
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IN PARLIAMENT 

Housing Subsidies 
ib reply to Mr. Osborne on January 27 
Mr. MACMILLAN said that the standard 
subsidy for a council house was now £35 12s. 
a year, equivalent to a capital sum of £769. 
Upon the basis of the figures used in fixing 
the subsidy, rents would have to be in- 
creased by a further 13s. 8d. weekly if the 

subsidy were wholly withdrawn. 

Mr. Osporne asked if the Minister did 
not think it would be better to withdraw all 
these subsidies and make the people pay the 
proper price for what they were getting, 
giving money help to those who really 
needed it—-Mr. MACMILLAN said that Mr. 
Osborne was asking two very large questions 
which he could not deal with by question 
and answer. 

Mr. HarMarR NicHoits asked if the 
Minister was aware that if the subsidy 
amounted to £35 12s. over 60 years, with 
compound interest at 24 per cent., it meant 
that the subsidy for each house was about 
£4.840, and would it not be better to en- 
courage those who could to purchase their 
houses instead of carrying on this subsidy 
over 60 years—Mr. MACMILLAN said he was 
not a mathematician, but he was informed 
that Mr. Nicholls’s figures were based on 
a somewhat fallacious calculation. He was 
doing all he could to encourage private 
enterprise and private building and he 
thought they would see a_ considerable 
success. 

Mr. NaBarro asked the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government whether he 
would state the total cost to taxpayers and 
ratepayers, over 60 years, of the subsidies 
on a council house built to-day for £1,500; 
how much of this total subsidy cost was 
contributed by Exchequer Grant; how much 
by ratepayers, both figures aggregated over 
60 years; and what would be the total sav- 
ing to taxpayers and ratepayers combined 
if such a £1,500 house were built on an 
owner/occupier basis with an initial Ex- 
chequer bounty or grant of £200 and free 
from any further or continuing subsidy, 
generally in accordance with proposals made 
by the Kidderminster R.D.C. recently. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the general 

Standard subsidy on a council house was 
£35 12s. a year for 60 years. Three-quarters 
of this subsidy was payable by. the Ex- 
chequer and one-quarter by the local rates. 
The capitalised value of the total payment 
at current interest rates was £769. No sub- 
sidy or grant was payable for houses built 
for owner-occupation. Nor could such a 
Subsidy be paid without legislation, of which 
he saw no prospect. He had accordingly 
told the Kidderminster R.D.C. that he 
could not support their proposal. As re- 
garded the total estimated cost of housing 
subsidies, Mr. Nabarro must await the pub- 
lication of the Annual Estimates. He was not 
Prepared to prophesy about the number of 
houses which would be completed in 1953. 
_ Mr. NaBarro asked whether, in considera- 
tion of the fact that over a period of 60 
years the total cost of subsidies must be a 
figure substantially in excess of £3,000, was 
it not desirable to consider a small bounty 
© aS to avoid this continuing burden on 
‘ic taxpayer until 2013 a.p., rather than to 
‘onsfer the responsibility forward to many 
ecnerations yet unborn. 

Mr. Harmar Nicuorts asked if the 
Minister was aware that, in the Isle of Man, 
they had a scheme whereby they granted up 
to £250 per house to encourage self-building 
ani up to £500 interest free, and if that 
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were transplanted to this country would it 
not save an enormous amount of direct and 
indirect taxat‘on. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he was much en- 
couraged by these questions and by the 
advance they reflected. A year ago there 


was practically no private house-building in ‘ 


this country, but there had been a great ject. 


change and they had made great strides. He 
hoped they would be allowed to see how 
these experiments developed because a. new 
scheme was started only on January 1 this 
year and it would be wise to let it progress 
and then see how things were going. 


Development Charge 

On January 27 Mr. Greson asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he was aware that land prices had, in some 
cases, trebled since the abolition of the de- 
velopment charge; and what steps he pro- 
posed to take to stop such practices. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that he had very little 
evidence that unreasonable prices were béing 
asked for land. It was to be remembered 
that vendors could no longer expect any- 
thing from the £300 million fund and that 
developers no longer had to pay develop- 
ment charge; some increase in price might 
therefore be justified in some cases. As re- 
garded the second part of the question he 
would refer the Hon. Member to paragraphs 
37 and 38 of Command Paper 8699; and to 
the powers which housing authorities were 
already exercising to make land available to 
private house-builders. 

Mr. Gresow said that circular did not in 
the least deal with the problem. Was the 
Minister aware that he had an instance of 
a group of self-help builders who negotiated 
for a piece of land in Surrey at a price 
of £3.700 and immediately the development 
charge was abolished the price jumped to 
£11,000. Did he regard that as reasonable, 
and in view of the fact that it was three 
times the original price, and therefore could 
not include a development charge which 
surely would not be 300 per cent., did he 
not think it necessary for the Government 
to take some steps in the matter. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that without know- 
ing what was the claim on the fund and, 
therefore, the difference between the exist- 
ing use value and the total value, he could 
not answer, but Mr. Gibson and his friends 
had a remedy, for they were still in time 
to vote against the third reading of the Bill 
which would abolish the development 
charge. 


Controlled Price 

On January 27 Mr. Vane asked the 
Minister of Housing and Loca] Government 
whether he would modify the control over 
the selling price of houses built since the 
war so that, while an effective check was 
retained against speculation. a vendor was 
not penalised, as he was at present, where 
he might wish or be forced to sell his house. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he had this matter 
under consideration and hoped to make an 
announcement later in the session. 


New Town Development 

On January 27 Mr. REMNANT asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he would now permit new town 
development corporations to sell the free- 
holds of business premises.—MRr. MACMILLAN 
said he would. 


Smoke Abatement . 
On January 27 Mr. Janner asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 


ing this aspect of the matter in mind. 


Building Materials 

On January 27 Lt.-Cor. Lipton asked the 
Minister of Works what steps were being 
taken to deal with current shortages of build- 
ing materials. 

Mr. Ecctes said that production of build- 
ing materials for which he was responsible 
continued to increase. Current shortages 
were not widespread and appeared to be 
decreasing. 

Lt.-Cov. Lipton asked if this mad, unregu- 
lated scramble for building materials, de- 
liberately caused by the present Government, 
was not considerably adding to the cost of 
housing construction—Mr. Eccies said it 
had been a surprise even to Conservative 
Ministers that the building industry had been 
able to expand and use such a much larger 
quantity of materials with the same labour 
foree as it had before. 


Stocks of Bricks 

On January 27 Mr. Gipson asked the 
Minister of Works what were the stocks of 
building bricks at January, 1952, and 
November, 1952; whether he was aware of 
the concern expressed by brick manufac- 
turers at the reduced stock position; and 
what steps he proposed to take to improve 
the supply of bricks for house-building. 

Mr. Eccies said that experience had 
shown that as the brickyards received more 
orders they made more bricks and it was 
not the brickmakers who were concerned 
about the low level of stocks. These were 
184 millions at January 1, 126 millions at 
November 30 and 144 millions at Decem- 
ber 31. The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government and he believed that prompt 
ordering and prompt payment, and buying 
where possible Jocally produced bricks, were 
se best measures to secure an adequate 
supply. 


but that in any case 
siderable drop. Was he further aware that 


was referring only to building bricks and 
not to all kinds of bricks. They were getting 
on very well with brick production, which 
in December was 544 millions against 486 
millions in December a year ago. 
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On January 27 Mr. Osporne asked the 
Minister of Works what action he proposed 
to take in consequence of the Girdwood 
Ctmmittee’s latest report that, in 1947, 
45 per cent. more man-hours were required 
to carry out a given quantity of work, as 
compared with 1938-39; that, in 1949, pro- 
ductivity was still 20 per cent. below pre- 
war level; that average productivity during 
1951 was no higher than 1949; and if he 
would make a statement on this position. 

Mr. Eccies said that the policy of the 
present Government was.to create the con- 
ditions under which the building industry 
would be able to increase productivity. In 
the main, these conditions were more mate- 
rials, better incentive schemes, better manage- 
ment and more freedom. There was a 
marked rise in productivity last year and 
he was confident that this progress would 
continue. 


Care of Churches 

On January 27 Mr. Eccies, in reply to 
Mr. Eric FietcHer, said that the Church 
Cammissioners had sought his views on the 
recommendation of their Disused Churches 
Committee that redundant churches of archi- 
tectural and historic importance should be 
placed in the guardianship of his Depart- 
ment. The problem was complex and he 
proposed to discuss it further with the Com- 
missioners. 


Work in the Abbey 


On January 27 Mr. Ecctes, in reply to 
Mr. Emrys HuGuHes, said that the number 
of men employed on Coronation preparation 
in and around the Abbey who might other- 
wise have been employed on housing was 
95, but none of them was drawn from hous- 
ing work. 


Helicopter Sites 

On January 28, replying to several ques- 
tions, Mr. LeENNox-Boyrb, Minister of Civil 
Aviation, said that discussions had been re- 
opened with the London County Council 
on the general question of airstops, He 
hoped that they would reach agreement on 
a temporary site in the festiva] area for occa- 
sional communication flights with the small 
helicopters now flying. They were also ex- 
ploring the possibility of earmarking a tem- 
porary site, also on the South Bank of the 
river, against the time when experiments 
Started, probably in 1954, with the twin- 
engined helicopters. Other available sites 
for permanent airstops in Central London 
were also under examination. 

Elevated sites such as that proposed over 
Charing Cross Station might be found to 
be efficient and economical airstops of the 
future. But at present not enough was 
known of the performance of multi-engined 
helicopters, and the areas they required, to 
warrant detailed planning of particular 
elevated sites. 

District Heating 

In reply to Sm HerBeRT WILLIAMS, MR. 
MOLSON, on January 29, said that the Report 
on District Heating by the Heating and 
Ventilation (Reconstruction) Committee of 
the Building Research Board of the Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research 
had been received and was now with the 
printer. It would be published about the 
end of May as volumes numbers 31 and 32 
in the series of Post-War Building Studies. 


Proposed Bond-street Hotel 


_in the House of Lords on January 28 
Eart Howe asked whether the Government 
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were aware of a proposal to erect a large 
hotel at the corner of Conduit-street and 
Bond-street; whether this proposal had been 
considered by the London Traffic Advisory 
Committee; whether it was realised that this 
road intersection was one of the principal 
focal points of London traffic in the central 
area and that a hold-up here could obstruct 
the traffic on the main arteries in Piccadilly, 
Regent-street and Oxford-street and the 
whole central area; and, if so, could further 
consideration be given to the proposal before 
final approval was given. 

THe Eart oF BIRKENHEAD said that the 
Government were well aware of this pro- 
posal. It had not been referred to the Lon- 
don and Home Counties Traffic Advisory 
Committee, but he knew that the L.C.C., who 
were the planning and improvement autho- 
rity, were anxious that when this site was 
being redeveloped the traffic flow at the 
intersection referred to should be improv 
—for example, by widening the carriageway 
and perhaps by placing the present footway 
in Bond-street inside an arcade under the 
building. The important point to which Earl 
Howe had drawn attention would not be lost 
sight of. 

Lorp STRABOLG! said that Bond-street was 
unique in its special characteristics, and that 
it was not a place to put a great hotel.—The 
EaRL OF BIRKENHEAD said he was strongly 
opposed to building great hotels in beautiful 
streets, but that was apparently the position 
with which they were confronted. He did 
not think he could go any further at the 
present moment. 


Clearance of Defence Works 


On January 29 Mr. GILBERT LONGDEN 
asked the Minister of Works when he ex- 
pected that work on the removal of 
temporary defence works on private land 
would be completed. 

Mr. Ecctes said that during the past 
seven years approximately £34m. had been 
spent by his Department on the removal of 
temporary defence works on private land, 
and substantial progress had been made. In 
the present economic circumstances it was not 
possible to provide enough money for him to 
carry out the residue of work quickly and it 
had been decided to discontinue the pro- 
gramme of restoration for which his 
Department had been responsible. Sites 
would be derequisitioned and site owners 
would be paid terminal compensation 
assessed in accordance with the terms of the 
Compensation (Defence) Act, 1939, as sub- 
sequently amended. 

In cases where it was desired to clear the 
defence works from the derequisitioned 
private land and the compensation was not 
sufficient to pay for the cost, it would be 
open to owners to apply to the Minister of 
Agriculture, the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, er the Secretary of State 
for Scotland for financial assistance under 
the Requisitioned Land and War Works Act, 
1945. A local planning authority which took 
action for removal of such works under the 
powers of the Town and Country Planning 
Acts, 1947, might apply similarly for 
financial assistance. The Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, and the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland, were issuing 
circulars to local planning authorities 
explaining the procedure. He must 
emphasise that it would only be possible for 
Ministers to give financial assistance in cases 
where they were fully satisfied that restora- 
tion was really essential in the national 
interest. The economic circumstances which 
made it impossible for large sums of money 
to be made available to him for a pro- 
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gramme of restoration would severely 
restrict the number of cases in which it 
would be possible for other Ministers to give 
financial aid. He was anxious that every 
facility should be afforded to site owners to 
remove defence works, and any applications 
for building licences needed for the work of 
restoring war-damaged land would be con- 
sidered as sympathetically as possible. 


Grand Hotel, Lowestoft 


On January 20, in reply to Mr. Epwarp 
Evans, the Minister of Works, Mr. Ecctes, 
said that it was proposed to purchase the 
Grand Hotel, Lowestoft, to rehouse the 
Ministry of Agriculture’s Fisheries Research 
Laboratory, which was at present accom- 
modated in four small and unsatisfactory 
premises in Lowestoft. 


The Gordon Statue 


On January 20, in reply to Mr. LANGrorp- 
Hot, the Minister of Works, Mr. Ecctes, 
said that the statue of General Gordon, 
removed from Trafalgar-square, would be 
re-erected in the public garden which was 
to be Jaid out between the new Government 
offices in Whitehall and the Victoria 
Embankment. 


D Scheme for Furniture 


On January 21 Mr. BuTLerR moved a 
motion approving the Order bringing into 
force the D scheme for the purchase tax on 
furniture. He said that the scope of the 
Order was limited to domestic furniture, 
which meant that specialised office furniture 
was not included. In preparing the D 
scheme great trouble had been taken to give 
as much freedom of design as possible and 
to try to get rid of the anomalies which 
existed in the utility scheme. To quote 
only one example of the frustrating effects 
of the utility scheme, ordinary cupboards, 
including those for hospitals and schools, 
could not be made as utility furniture unless 
they were distorted into the form of ward- 
robes, sideboards or bookcases. He could 
give the general assurance that it would still 
be possible for a family of modest means 
to buy all the furniture necessary for their 
home without paying a penny of tax after 
the Order had been approved. 

The new standards were being worked out 
by the British Standards Institution and they 
would bear the Institution’s “Kite” mark. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
GREENWICH 


Lord Reith Lays Foundation Stone 


At GREENWICH, on January 31, Lord 
Reith, himself the son of a Moderator of the 
Church of Scotland, unveiled the foundation 
stone of St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church 0! 
England, South-street, which was co’ 
pletely destroyed in the war, and is no" 
being rebuilt to the design of Mes:'s 
Llewellyn Smith and Waters, FF.R.I.B.‘ 
The Minister at St. Mark’s is the Rev. 
Francis Jones, M.A. 

Considerable progress has already be« 
made with the first part of the rebuildin 
which, however, includes only the easte 
half of the church. To complete ‘ 
church itself a licence for a further £8,0' 
will be needed and is not yet available. 
is to be a “dual purpose” church, with 
stage at the west end. The builders 2! 
Messrs. E. H. Burgess, Ltd., and the found 
tion stone was lettered by Mr. Geors 
Mansell. The final scheme will eventua:. 
include a small hall, common rooms, 
gymnasium, handicrafts rooms, and 
canteen. 
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London Building (Constructional) By-Laws, 1952 
MAIN VARIATIONS FROM THE 1937 BY-LAWS—3 
By M. C. G. AYRE 


THE following notes have been prepared to indicate the main differences between the 
new L.C.C. building by-laws, which came into operation on January 1, 1953, and the old 


1937 by-laws. 


The first article appeared on January 23. 


In addition to the new by-laws (Publication No. 3790), copies of which can be obtained, 
price 3s. 6d., from the Council’s publishers, Staples Press, Ltd., Mandeville-place, W.1 ; 
H.M.S.O.; or any bookseller, an Explanatory Memorandum has now been published 
(Publication No. 3796—price 1s.), which, apart from explanatory matter, contains useful 
Tables giving the sizes of timber to be provided to sustain various loads and a series of 
Tables of timber sizes for floor joists, roof and ceiling joists, purlins and rafters, suitable for 


two-storey dwelling-houses. 


In the following notes, references to the 1937 by-laws are in italics. 


Part VI—The Structural Use of 
Steel 


Part V of the 1937 by-laws has been com- 
pletely revised to bring the by-laws into 
compliance with Code of Practice C.P. 113: 
1948: The Use of Structural Steel in Build- 
ings. 

By-law 6.02 (See by-law 68)—Protection. 
—{i) The casing to steel columns and beams 
in external walls or in recesses in party walls 
is reduced to 2 ins.’ with an additional 2 in. 
where the protection is exposed to the 
weather. 

(ii) Note: For internal steelwork, the re- 
quisite amount of casing is given by Part IX 
and Schedule VI. (Table C.) 

(iii) Steelwork against earth faces is 
required to have not less than 4 ins. casing. 
(See by-law 66). 

Bylaw 6.03 (See by-law 70)—Ends of 
colamns.—({i) Provision is now made for 
solid round columns without shouldered 
ends. 

(ii) The requirements for end preparation 
no longer apply to columns where sufficient 
gussets and rivets are provided. 


By-law 6.05 (See by-laws 71, 72, 74, 75)}— 
Joints in columns.—{i) The ambiguity in old 
by-law 72 as to the minimum length of 
splice plates has been removed. 

(ii) The width and depth of the joint seat- 
ing plate must now extend to the full width 
and depth of the lower, instead of the upper, 
column. 

By-law 6.06 (See by-laws 74 and 75)}— 
Fabrication.—The district surveyor now has 
discretion as to the provision of dead bear- 
ings where black bolts are used (other than 
in roof trusses and the end connections of 
secondary floor beams). 


By-law 6.09 (See by-laws 74 and 75)— 
Welding.—Welding is now permitted with- 
out the necessity of obtaining the approval 
of the Council. 

Bytaw 6.10 (See by-law 80)—Thickness 
of steel.—The minimum thickness of all 
structural steel is now controlled instead of 
only the flange and web plates of columns. 
The latter are still % in., but other steel 
must be not less than } in. thick. Relaxa- 
tions are permitted for standard rolled sec- 
tions, packings, and where special steels are 
used or the steel has been specially treated. 

By-law 6.11 and Table XVII (See by-law 
81}—Stresses. — The following increased 
stresses in mild steel are now permitted: — 

_ (i) Direct tensile stress 9 toms per sq. in. 
instead of 8 toms/in.’. 

(ii) Bending, 10. tons/in.? in lieu of 8 


tons /in.”. 


(iii) Bending in plate girders, 94 tons/in. 
in lieu of 8 tons/in.’. 

(iv) A new formula for determining the 
permissible stress in the compression flange 
of beams. 

(v) Shear stress in webs 6.5 tons/in.’ in 
lieu of 5 tons/in.’. 

(vi) A new formula for determining the 
permissible shear stress in webs with a ratio 
of depth to thickness exceeding 70. 

(vii) Bending stress in slab bases, 12 
tons/in.’ in lieu of 9 tons/in.’. 

The following additional new items are 
included:— 

(i) Permissible stresses in welds. 

(ii) Permissible stresses in stee] other than 
mild steel; by reference to the minimum 
yield point “fy.” 

(iii) Allowance for the shape factor. (By- 
law 6.11(4).) 

(iv) Allowance for the effects of solid 
casing. (By-law 6.11(5).) 


By-law 6.12 (See by-law 82)—Grillages.— 
(i) Working stress now 13} tons/in.’ in lieu 
of 10 tons/in.’. 

(ii) Grillage beams to be embedded in 
concrete, quality Grade III, not Grade IV, 
so that concrete cover on top of upper 
flanges and on outer edges of outermost 
beams not less than 4 ins. with distance 
between adjacent flanges not less than 3 ins. 

By-law 6.13 (See by-law 83)}—Filler floor 
beams.—{i) Bending stress now 10 tons/ in.’ 
in lieu of 8 tons/in.* where floor designed 
on basis of combined steel and concrete 
section. 

(ii) Alternative method of designing floor 
taking account of concrete cover on com- 
pression flange. 

(iii) Maximum spacing of joists now con- 
trolled (See Table XIX) unless suitable 
transverse reinforcement is provided. 

By-law 6.14 (See by-law 84)—Deflection 
and span.—(i) Span of filler floor beams can 
now be 35 times instead of 32 times their 
depth. 

(ii) Due to increased permissible stresses, 
the maximum span/depth ratio of mild steel 
beams is reduced from 24 times to 20 times 
their depth, and the maximum span/depth 
ratio of high tensile steel beams must not 
exceed 13 times their depth unless the de- 
flection does not exceed 1/325th of the 
span. 

By-law 6.15 and Table XX (See by-law 85) 
—Stresses in columns.—{i) The maximum 
permissible slenderness ratios have been in- 
creased. 

ii) Increased stresses are permitted for 
mild steel struts. : : 

(iti) Stresses are given for high tensile 
steel struts. 


(iv) Stiffening effect of solid concrete 
casing is allowed for. (See 6.15(3).) 2 
By-law 6.17 (Sce by-law 90)}—Streases due 
to wind.—The increase in streas due to wind 
is now limited to 25 per cent. in lieu of 
334 per cent. 

By-law 6.18 (See by-law 87)—Combjined 
bending and axial stresses—A new method 
is provided for designing members, subject 
to combined bending and axial stresses. 


Part VII—The Structural Use of 
Reinforced Concrete 


Part VI of the 1937 by-laws has been 
revised to bring the by-laws into complianse 
with Code of Practice C.P. 114: 1948, The 
Structural Use of Normal Reinforced Con- 
crete in Buildings. 

By-law 7.01 — Reinforcement (Sce by-law 
96).—The second defines the 
diameter of square-twisted and twin-twisted 
bars for the purposes of cover (by-law 7.02), 
minimum diameter (7.10) and spacing (7.11). 

By-law 7.02 (See by-laws 95 and 97).— 
Cover of reinforcement.—{i) The minimum 
cover for longitudinal reinforcement in small 
columns is reduced from 14 to 1 in. (See 
7.02 (1) (b).) 

(ii) An additional 4 in. cover is required 
where reinforced concrete is exposed to the 
weather. (See 7.02 (2).) 

(iii) The minimum cover for precast 
factory - made units need not exceed 1 in 
(See 7.02 (3).) 

(iv) Three-in. minimum cover is required 
where reinforced concrete (other than piling) 
is in contact with the earth unless special 
precautions are taken to the satisfaction. of 
the district surveyor. (See 7.02 (4).) 

By-law 7.03 and Table XXII (By-law 99 
and Tables 1X and X).—Conecrete stresses.— 
(i) Increased stresses are now permitted m 
Quality A concrete. 

(ii) “Local Bond” is now restricted to 
14 times instead of twice the “ average 
(iii) Stresses are now included for high 
alumina cement concrete. (See 7.03 (2).) 

(iv) Ten per cent. increase in permissible 
stresses in concrete in ion is per- 
mitted where vibrated concrete is used. (See 
7.03 (3).) 

(v) Reduced compressive stresses im con 
crete are required to be taken for slender 
beams. (See 7.03 (4).) 

(vi) “Punching shear” 
included. 

By-law 7.04 and Table XXIV (By-law 100 
and Table XI).—Steel stresses—{i) Permis- 
sible stresses are included for steels other 
than mild steel. 

(ii) Compressive stresses in the reinforce- 
ment in axially-loaded columns are inclu- 
ded and separated from like stresses. in 
columns not axially loaded. — 

(iii) It should be noted that the 
pressive stress in twin-twisted bars is. not 
given in the Table. ? 


By-law 7.08 (By-law 104). 
reinforcement for columns.—The oy of 
reinforcement in splices is now sequired to 


be the greater, instead of the lessen. of the 
dimensions given. pnd ne 
By-law 7.09 (By-law 105).—Transverse or 
helical reinforcement for columns. —~ The 
minimum size of transverse reinforcement 
has been reduced from 4 im. to 3/16 in. 
and is related to the.size of longitudinal 
reinf. 


orcement. ms 
By-law 7.10 (By-lew 106).—Diameter of 
reinforcement. —— No limitation is now 


is no longer 














¢ 


246 


placed on the maximum size of reinforce- 
ment. 

_ @i The minimum size of the constituent 
bar in twin-twisted bars is now included. 
(See 7.10 (2).) 

(iii) The minimum size of mesh reinforce- 
ment is now 3 in. in lieu of 1/10. 

By-law 7.11 (By-law 107).— Spacing of 
reinforcement.—Paragraph 3, relating to the 
maximum pitch of main reinforcements in a 
reinforced solid slab, is new. 

By-law 7.14 (By-law 110). — Reinforce- 
ment in solid slabs.—The minimum area of 
reinforcement in each direction in solid slabs 
is now laid down. 

By-law 7.15 (By-law 111).-Compression 
reinforcement.—No difference is now made 
between the distance apart of stirrups 
anchoring compression reinforcement, 
whether or not the compressive strength of 
the concrete is taken into account. 


By-law 7.36.—Reinforced concrete walls. 
—A new by-law laying down requirements 
for reinforced concrete walls. 

By-law 7.17 (See by-law 114).—Welding. 
—Paragraph (2) permits the fixing of 
stirrups, Tinks, etc., in beams and columns 
by welding without the necessity of applying 
to the Council. 


Bylaw 7.18.—Prestressed concrete.—A 
new by-law permitting the use of “ pre- 
stressed concrete” (see definition in by-law 
1.03), subject to the approval] of the Council. 


Part ViII—The Structural Use of 
Timber 


The 1937 Timber by-laws have been com- 
pletely revised to bring the by-laws into 
compliance with the recommendations to be 
incorporated into Code of Practice C.P. 112. 
The Structural Use of Timber in Buildings. 
The 1937 Timber by-laws were published 
as 4 separate document. As the Timber 
by-laws now form part of the main by-laws, 
many of the old timber by-laws, which were 
a tepetition of some of the main by-laws, 
have been deleted. Section 3 of the 1937 
timber by-laws (i.c., the “non-calculated ” 
timbers) has been deleted. An Explanatory 
Memorandum to be published separately 
will include Timber Tables which perform 
the same function as the old Section 3. 

By-law 8.02 (See Timber by-law 7).— 
Minimum load on ceiling joists and floor- 
boards.—{i) Ceiling joists can now be 
designed for a total load of 20 Ib./sq. ft. 
instead of a superimposed load of 25 Ib./ 
sq. ft. This can be reduced to 10 Ib./sq. ft. 
for the design of the construction support- 
ing them. 

fii) Floor boards are to be designed for the 
slab loads specified in the fourth column 
of Table I instead of for 200 Ib./sq. ft. 

(iii) The minimum load requirements for 
plain-edged Boarding (See 8.02 (3)), are 
separated from those for tongued and 
grooved floor boards. (See 8.02 (2).) 

(iv) Boarding to flat roofs need only be 
designed for the load appropriate to the roof 
slope instead of 200 el ft. 

(v) Allowance for wear must be included 
in calculations for thickness of floor boards. 
(See 8.02 (4).) 

By-lnw 8.03 and Table XXVII_ (See 
Timber by-law 8 and Table I1).—Stresses.— 
The main alterations are occasioned by the 
new method of grading timber into two 
classes (see by-law 3.20) and the stresses to 
be worked to are altered in some cases. 
Note also that two values of the modulus 
of elasticity are given for each class of 
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timber, the mean value only being used for 
rafters, floor and ceiling joists. (See 8.03 (2).) 

By-law 8.04 and Table XXVIII (Sce 
Timber by-laws 8 and 9 and Table III).— 
Stresses.—Strut stresses are altered by reason 
of the new method of grading timber and 
a new strut formula. 

By-law 8.05.—Effective length of posts and 
struts.—A new by-law for arriving at the 
effective length of posts and struts. 

By -law 8.06 (See Timber by-law 11).— 
Defiection.—The deflection of joists and 
binders is now permitted to be 1/333rd. of 
the length instead of 1/360th. 


By-law 8.07.—Stresses due to imposed 
load.—A new by-law permitting increased 
stresses in timber members of a pitched roof 
when imposed loads are taken into account. 

By-law 8.08 (See Timber by-law 10). — 
Combined bending and axial stresses.—The 
old by-law has been redrafted completely 
and lays down a specific basis for the design 
of members subject to combined bending 
and axial stresses. 


(To be concluded.) 


TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Minister Upholds Council’s Ban on 
Houses in Green Belt 


HE Minister of Housing and Local 

* Government has upheld Coulsdon and 
Purley U.D.C.’s refusal to grant planning 
consent to two developers to erect a total of 
198 houses in Kenley and Coulsdon. 

The two appeals were made respectively 
by Roke Land, Limited, against the refusal 
of the council to consent to the building of 
98 houses at Sherwood Oaks Estate, Kenley; 
and by Fairdene Heights Estate against the 
refusal of the council to give consent to an 
outline application for the erection of 100 
houses at Clive-way, Coulsdon. 

In dismissing the Kenley appeal, the 
Minister states that apart from the difficulty 
and heavy cost of building and providing 
services to the houses, proposed 
development along the slopes of the hill 
would be very conspicuous and would be 
damaging to the amenities of the adjoining 
valley. Arising from this decision, it is 
understood that the appellants have now 
served a purchase notice on the Council in 
respect of the land. 

With regard to the appeal concerning the 
proposed houses in Clive-way, the Minister 
has informed the council that he is strongly 
of the opinion that as much open land as 
possible should be retained within the 
Metropolitan Green Belt for agriculture 
and recreational purposes. He adds that the 
council’s decision must be supported, and 
the appeal dismissed, without prejudice to 
the consideration of any future application 
for the erection of houses on the small por- 
tion of the site which has a frontage on 
Chaldon-way between existing houses. 


Permission Granted for Development 
of Land at Rottingdean 


FOURTEEN ACRES of agricultural land on 
the outskirts of Rottingdean may now be 
developed as a residential estate of 56 
houses following a decision of the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government to allow 
the appeal of the Wellesmere Property Com- 
pany, Limited, against the failure of Brigh- 
ton Town Council to give notice of. their 
decision on an application for the develop- 
ment of land at The Paddocks, Rottingdean. 
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The appeal was the subject of a local 
inquiry, in the course of which the Rotting- 
dean Ratepayers’ Association and Preserya- 
tion Society expressed the view that the 
amenities of the neighbourhood, including 
the views from the downs, would be 
seriously affected by the proposed develop 
ment. 

The Minister states that he has given 
careful consideration to the representations 
of the society, but that he is not satisfied that 
there is any sufficient reason why the site 
should not be developed for housing pur- 
poses, in view of the development that has 
taken place along Dean Court-road. The 
Minister also points out that in the course 
of the inquiry the council’s representatives 
corroborated that the land had for many 
years been regarded as zoned for housing 
development and that, in their opinion, 
houses were needed in Rottingdean. 


Conditional Planning Consent 
Confirmed by Minister 


THe Minister of Housing ard Local 
Government has considered the appeal of Mr. 
E. O. Mousley against one of the conditions 
attached by the Hampshire County Council 
to their permission for the erection of 56 
houses at West-lane, West Town, Hayling 
Island. The condition was to the effect that 
the northern part of the estate should be so 
planned as to conform with the future road 
proposals as set out in the development plan 
for the area. 

The appellant contended that one of the 
proposed roads would cut right through the 
heart of the estate, whereas, he said, there 
was an alternative route available which 
would prevent that from happening. 

The Minister, however, has upheld the 
council’s view and has dismissed the appeal. 


NATIONAL JOINT COUNCIL 
Failure to Agree on 6d. Wage Claim 


AT ITs adjourned meeting in London on 
January 29 the National Joint Council for 
the Building Industry discussed further the 
applications on which evidence had been 
heard on January 14. 

The employers’ proposals to adjust work- 
ing hours in summer and winter to secure 
more production were referred to an ad hoc 
committee for further examination. There 
was complete failure to agree on the ques- 
tion of the operatives’ claim for another 
sixpence an hour wage increase in addition 
to the twopence an hour increase already 
made under the sliding scale, which became 
operative on February 2. 

Other questions relating to working rules 
were remitted to the appropriate committees 
under the Council’s constitution for furthe: 
discussion. 





The Late Mr. John G. Willmore 

The death of Mr. John G. Willmore took 
place on January 23. Mr. Willmore was « 
director of Haywards, Ltd., 187-193 Unior 
street, S.E.1, for 47 years. 


Midlands Ideal Home Exhibition 

The Birmingham Post and Mail, Ltd., ha: 
agreed to acquire the Midlands Ideal Home 
Exhibition which has been held each autumr 
since 1947 at Bingley Hall, Birmingham. The 
exhibition, which will take place this yea" 
from September 23 to October 17, will in 
future be called “The Birmingham Mail 
Midlands Ideal Home Exhibition. Herbert 
Daniel Exhibitions, Ltd., will continue ‘© 
organise and manage the exhibition. 
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THE BUILDER 


Housing and Training the Problem Family 
AN EXPERIMENT IN HOLLAND 


By CLARE SPURGIN (Chairman, Housing Development 
Committee, N. Cotswold R.D.C.) 


(THROUGH the kindness of the Dutch 
Home Office I have been able to see 
an experiment in problem family housing 
in Holland. This experiment has not actually 
been planned, but is the outcome of circum- 
stances after the terrible bombing of Rotter- 
dam in 1940. The many refugees were 
housed in camps at various places. The 
people who remained in these camps or in 
bad housing are mostly now difficult people 
to house. Holland has still a great shortage 
of accommodation despite the great amount 
of building already done. Out of the 
10,000,000 population there are about four 
per cent. who are problem families: three 
per cent. of bad social habits (or socially 
unbalanced) and one per cent. absolutely 
anti-social. Of this latter group, 40 per cent. 
have criminal tendencies, 30 to 40 per cent. 
have more or less psychological or biological 
defects (15 to 20 per cent. are mentally defec- 
tive and 15 to 20 per cent. have a psycho- 
pathic behaviour form) and others are 
neglected. 

Ten camps, now called re-education 
centres, have been retained and put into 
a modicum of order and each takes about 
19 or 20 families. The administration is by 
means of a board under the control of the 
Home Office, consisting of members of the 
Roman Catholic and Protestant Churches, 
the Home Office, a psychiatrist and psycholo- 
gist and social welfare officers. Each centre 
has a married superintendent, a Froebel 
teacher and youth leader, a man in charge 
of the grounds and houses and two social 
workers (one a nurse)}—not all resident. 

The families are some of the most prob- 
lematic but not those who are so defective 
morally and mentally as to be impossible to 
train, or help to better living. Only married 
people with children are considered, and, 
although there is no compulsion to go to 
these centres, the economic need for a home 
is the compelling force. Occasionally, 
judges make a strong recommendation to this 
form of housing where delinquency or crime 
— due to overcrowding or slum con- 

itions. 


Simple Accommodation 
_ I visited the centre Ton Arlo at Zuidwoldo 
in the North of Holland. This centre con- 
sists of wooden huts in rows in pleasant 
wooded country near the village of Zuid- 
woldo, where the children ga to school, and 
not far from Meppel, a town with industry 
offering work alike to parents and the older 
members of the families. The contact with 
Meppel and the village has social and 
cultural advantages. 

The units of accommodation are simple— 
a kitchen-living-room, two or three bed- 
rooms and lavatory. There is a central bath- 
house with showers and wash-house. In 
this, mothers are taught how to wash both 
their clothes and their children. There is 
also a clubroom for the youth, a Froebel 
school and a recreation room for the grown- 
ups, etc. Most families arrive with scarcely 
a stick of furniture. This is supplied and 
can be gradually bought by the tenants who 
are encouraged to save and buy further 
household things. The superintendent and 
his assistants help to train the mothers in 
housekeeping, mending and making, and 


encourage the fathers in some suitable work. 
A very full assessment is made of the 
families on arriva], and this record is added 
te every month. Information is noted under 
such headings as:— 

(1) Family set-up. (2) Man’s occupation 
(productivity). (3) Working of the house- 
hold (consumption). (4) Family budget. 
(5) Family relationship. (6) Family con- 
nections. (7) Cultural instincts. (8) Religious 
background. (9) Moral level. (10) Medical 
and hygienic assessment. (11) Adaptation 
to community living. (12) Psychological and 
psychiatric assessment. 


Saving Money 

_At first the man surrenders the whole of 
his earnings and is shown how to divide 
them up, giving so much to his wife for 
house-keeping, so much towards the rent 
(about six shillings a week), fuel, clothes, etc., 
showing that there is a small balance which 
can be saved. This, by a very ingenious 
system, is divided into .six headings for 
saving:— 

(1) To pay for furniture which is being 
loaned. (2) For clothing, shoes and repairs. 
(3) New furniture. (4) New household 
belongings. (5) Bicycles for going to work. 
(6) Any luxury goods, such as a wireless set 
or ornaments. 

According to the savings made under the 
different headings, the State supplements the 
amount of savings in accordance with the 
priority. Household savings rank higher 
than that for a new bicycle, and luxury 
goods have the least amount of bonus. If 
a man squanders his wages on the way 
home from work the bonus is withheld. The 
housekeeping of his wife is carefully super- 
vised and helped by a social worker, each 
woman having a small order book which 
she can use at the village shop or at a 
visiting sales van. If the re-education pro- 
gresses, the family is more and more 
autonomous and independent. The staff in 
a re-education centre is regularly assisted 
by the psychic-hygiene team (psychiatrist, 
psychologist and social-psychiatric worker) 
to take the social economic measures and 
therapeutic methods conformable with the 
psychological structure of the family. 

I visited a new family with an absolute 
minimum of possessions—two chairs and a 
few simple necessities loaned by the 
authority. The woman seemed quite bewil- 
dered. In the next house was a woman 
who had been there four years and whose 
family was fit and happy. She had acquired 
a few possessions and she was able to manage 
her household and ready to move back into 
a part of Rotterdam among normal people. 
They had a pride in their achievement and 
their possessions and had been taught and 
trained as probably they would never have 
had the opportunity to be in the ordinary 
way. 

The superintendent and the Home Office 
representative were full of hope that at least 
20 or 30 families a year were going back 
to ordinary living, not as outcasts but as 
ordinary people. The fact that difficult 
families are all together is entirely mitigated 
by the friendly help of the social workers 
and the happy result of the traming given. 
Dr. Zuithoff, the psychiatrist for all the 
centres. was confident that this difficult work 


| 
i 


may go home once a month. The girls’ 
home which I saw at Havikshorst, near 
DeWyk, was delightful, being in an old 


no one has attempted to run away. 
girls, who really have come from the most 
awful conditions, have become quite ordi- 
nary. One, who went to tea with a local 
family, was quite critical of her host's 
standards in cleanliness and friendliness. The 
superintendent told me that she has had 
little or no sex trouble. Any boy friends 
which girls make at work are welcome at 
certain times and the girls confide in her 
quite freely. The family re-education 
centres and children’s homes function in 
close co-operation one with the other. 

There is a Roman Catholic school attached 
to the homes and the Protestant girls may 
go to the local church. The girls also 
receive training in cookery and housework. 

In Rotterdam I visited a village in the 
suburbs which houses 500 families. It con- 
sists of rows of pleasant huts erected for 
the homeless after the bombing in 1940. 
These families, although not so anti-social 
as those in the re-education centres, are 
still considered to be problem families. The 
Rotterdam Welfare Department has now 
equipped this settlement with a training unit 
of social workers, trained home helps and 
youth leaders. Here, again, the housing 
shortage and economic need have provided 
the opportunity for experiment. They have 
built a social centre among the houses which 
is very well set up and equipped. There 
is a central meeting hall, recreation facilities, 
a créche, nursery school, a library and health 
clinics. There are baths and showers, and 
two shops. 

There is less supervision in this village 
and the men’s earnings are left to be spent 
by the families themselves. Shopping is 
done and other social contacts are made in 
Rotterdam. For these 500 families there 
are 36 social workers. The average rent is 
eight shillings a week, with baths and showers 
extra. 

Only families who are likely to benefit 
live in this settlement. Some get recom- 
mended through the courts. I discussed the 
question of the complete segregation of the 
difficult people, but it was pointed out to me 
that it was easier to teach and combine in 
clubs and societies people of the same social 
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economic background and that they 
good neighbourliness one to another 
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that probably, on the whole, the 

not of a very high mental calibre, 
most of them have come from families 
there has never been any training or 
ideals of any sort. 

In Holland the weekly allowance for a 
child is eight shillings, the first child included. 
The social workers help the parents to spend 
that and their earnings wisely and they are 
in touch with the local office of the Ministry 
of Labour for getting the men jobs. 

The rehabilitated families eventually move 
into normal houses in districts where they 
want to live and where they continue to be 
watched over by the friendly eye of the 
welfare officers, whom they get to like. Just 
as blind children are more easily trained 
with other blind children so these deprived 
people learn more easily how to live together 
and their re-education has met with some 
success. The cost per year to the muni- 
cipality of Rotterdam is about £70 a family 
which, if it helps to prevent crime, delin- 
quency and waste, and promotes better 
living, is not an unreasonable price. 

There is now a Bill in draft to go before 
the Dutch Parliament which requires that in 
some exceptionally bad cases involving pub- 
lic health and child neglect, there should be 
some legal sanction for placing families 
under special social workers, and if possible 
for those families to live in special simple 
units of accommodation. This, of course, 
would not involve a court sentence, but 
would be something akin to probation. It 
would be rather like our family service unit 
or our Mayflower Home, but it would 
involve the whole family. 

The Dutch experiment seems already to 
have achieved much without the introduction 
of compulsion. The authorities are aware 
that improvements could be made, but the 
careful records that are now being kept of 
the devoted vocational service being given 
both by the Department of Social Welfare 
of the Dutch Home Office and the Welfare 
Department of Rotterdam, show that some 
very real and positive work is being carried 
out. 


Conference on “ The Family ” 


The National Council of Social Service 
is to hold an International Conference cn 
the theme of “ The Family * from April 15- 
18 next. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Imports of Wooden Dowels 


The Board of Trade have been asked to 
recommend the making of an Order in 
Council requiring imported wooden dowels 
of the following descriptions to bear an 
indication of origin: Wooden dowels and 
dowelling, including cylindrical pieces of 
timber, grooved or otherwise, not exceeding 
10 ft. in length and not exceeding 1 in. 
in diameter, howsoever described or for 
whatsoever purpose to be used. 

This application has been referred to the 
standing Committee appointed by the Board 
under the Merchandise Marks Act, 1926. 

Representatives of any interests substan- 
tially affected by the application who desire 
to be heard in opposition at the public 
inquiry, which will be held later by the Com- 
mittee, should write to the Secretary, Mer- 
chandise Marks Committee, Board of Trade. 
Horse Guards-avenue, Whitehall, S.W.1, as 


soon as possible and net later than 
March 31. 
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THE BRICK SITUATION 
A Statement from the Clay Industry 
ie view of the many comments in the 

Press concerning the brick situation 
and the industry’s ability to supply the large 
quantities required to meet the Government's 
extensive housing drive and for factory and 
other building programmes, the National 
Federation of Clay Industries has issued the 
following statement:— 

The brick industry suffered severely from 
war-time contraction; the great majority of 
works were shut down entirely, while those 
which remained open were only in partial 
production. The difficulties of reopening 
and reconditioning the closed and partially 
closed works were immense, and a consider- 
able number of them, mostly small units, 
were permanently lost to the industry. Brick 
production, it should be remembered, calls 
for long-term planning, involving heavy 
capital commitments, and it cannot be too 
strongly emphasised that a stable market is 
a prerequisite of progressive development. 
However, notwithstanding these set-backs, 
the manufacturers have succeeded in restor- 
ing much of the industry’s productive 
capacity, as will be seen from the following 
table:— 


1945 production 1,226,704,000 
1946 md 3,449,816,000 
1947 * 4,533,027,000 
1948 fr 4,600,477,000 
1949 %: 5,277,438,000 
1950 és 5,920,825 ,000 
1951 4 6,079,933,000 
1952 ve 6,622,000,000 


The Prospects for 1953 


In considering the prospects for 1953, the 
following comments may be thought to be 
of relevant interest:— 

There were over 53,000 more houses under 
construction at the end of 1952 than at the 
beginning, and more than 85 per cent. of 
them were of the traditional type. Since 
bricks are used in the early stages of con- 
struction, it must follow that deliveries in 
1952 were substantially in excess of those 
required for the number of houses actually 
completed in the year. In fact, it might 
fairly be said that the deliveries for housing 
last year were more closely related to a total 
housing figure of 281,000 than the 
announced figure of 236,000 completions. 

The Minister of Housing has recently 
appealed to Housing Authorities to obtain 
their requirements from the local brick- 
works, even though the prices of the local 
products may be higher than those of bricks 
brought in from other areas. If that appeal 
is acted upon, the production, which has 
remained at a low level in some areas, would 
be increased substantially; this would make 
a material contribution towards easing the 
supply position in 1953. 

Manufacturers in all districts will continue 
their efforts to increase their outputs still 
further. Increases on the scale of those of 
1952 may not be practicable, but there are 
good reasons for believing that the 1953 
oatput will reach at least 7,000 millions. It 
is understood that the Government's estimate 
of overall demand for 1953 for housing and 
all other building programmes is approxi- 
mately the same figure. The supply and 
demand position will vary, of course, from 
area to area, and it may be aggravated by 
the inability to transfer supplies from one 
area to another owing to uneconomic trans- 
port costs. It is well to remember that bricks 
are the cheapest manufactured building 
material and that the cost of transport beyond 
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a limited radius may be higher than the prices 
of the bricks themselves. It is not likely, 
however, that the local problems will be of 
such a magnitude as will prejudice the 
general progress of the national housing or 
any other important building programme. 

Recent statements that the brick industry 
needs help in the form of Government loans 
or subsidies do not reflect the general 
opinion of the industry. Manufacturers con- 
sider that the most effective help which the 
Government can give is substantial relief 
from the present penal level of taxation. As 
stated earlier, the industry’s resources were 
sadly depleted during the long period of 
wartime closure; by the abnormally heavy 
costs of bringing works back into production; 
and by the effects of the dislocations caused 
by the repeated changes in capital expendi- 
ture programmes during post-war years. 
When taxation demands have been met, there 
is little left for costs of maintenance and re- 
placements, and to provide the necessary 
working capital; quite certainly, in the 
majority of cases, there is little or nothing 
left for plant extensions. The position is 
further aggravated by the Excess Profits 
Levy, based on bad standard periods, when 
production and demand were low. Brick- 
making is a wasting asset industry, i.c., it 
is living on its mineral resources, and is being 
called upon to use up its raw material re- 
serves at an abnormal rate in order to meet 
a national emergency. In such circum- 
stances, the Excess Profits Levy and the 
general high level of taxation is not condu- 
cive to unlimited development. 


LONDON GARDENS “NOT 
WASTEFUL SPACE ” 


Architects’ Pleas at Development Plan 
Inquiry 

Mr. NoeEL BRANDON-Jones, A.R.I.B.A., 
said at the inquiry into the County of 
London development plan on January 14 
that until it was proved that the land famine 
was so great that no family in England could 
be allowed to have a private garden, a 
garden in London was not a wasteful space. 
Mr. Brandon-Jones, who lives in Pond-road, 
Blackheath, was appearing as an objector 
to the proposals for the Blackheath area. — 

Mr. Brandon-Jones said: “A garden in 
London is an asset, not only to its owner 
but to other people as well. It can only 
be regarded as wasteful space on the 
assumption that the maximum number of 
people should be herded together in one 
great mass.” 

For Cator Settled Estates, Mr. W. B. 
Harris said that for over 100 years it had 
“ shaped the destinies of this part of Black- 
heath.” This was one of the unique estates 
around London and should be preserved and 
enriched for posterity. 

MR. CHARLES BERNARD Brown, 
L.R.LB.A., objected personally in regard to 
three houses included in the scheduled area 
Speaking of the work he had carried out on 
the Paragon, which was ‘ a fine piece of 
Georgian architecture,” he said that £250,000 
had been spent to date on Paragon Howse, 
“and now I find four-storey flats of the 
local authority going up behind and looking 
in my windows.” ‘ 

Objecting to the plan as a whole on his 
own behalf and other residents in the 
Orchard Drive area, MR. FREDERICK BUSH, 
A.R.LB.A., submitted pictures which he said 
showed “washing, dustbins and refuse 
dumps backing on to the beautiful houses 
in the Paragon Colonnade.” He described 
this as “a piece of vandalism.” 
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Mr. J. IAN ROBERTSON, the retiring National president, presenting awards made in connection with the N.F.B.T.E.’s national prize 
scheme on the occasion of the Federation’s annual general meeting last week. The two Silver Medallists in the Higher National Certificate Course 
seen receiving their awards from Mr. Robertson are (left) Mr. S. G. Bunce (Craft Apprentices and Young Craftsmen) and Mr. P. 


AWARDS FOR BUILDING 
APPRENTICES 


List of Prizewinners for 1952 


HE Council of the National Federation 

of Building Trades Employers has 

approved the award of the following prizes 
for 1952:— 


4. HIGHER NATIONAL CERTIFICATE COURSE 


Craft Apprentices and Young Craftsmen: 
Silver medal, certificate and cash prize of 
£50 to S. G. Bunce (of 81, Pavenhill, Pur- 
ton, Wilts), apprentice bricklayer employed 
by E, H. Bradley and Son, Ltd., of Swindon, 
nominated by the South-Western Federation. 


Bronze medal, certificate and cash prize 
of £40 to I. C. Rose (of Shoublands, Mist- 
ley, Essex), apprentice bricklayer employed 
by Rose Brothers, of Mistley, nominated by 
the Eastern Federation. 


Students: Silver medal, certificate and 
cash prize of £50 to P. Bewell (of 12, S.M.E. 
Regt. R.E., Brompton Barracks, Chatham, 
Kent), surveyor, employed by N. B. Bell 
and Co., Ltd., of Leeds, nominated by the 
Yorkshire Federation. 


Bronze medal, certificate and cash prize 
of £40 to J. H. Strong (of 172, Balfour- 
road, Hove, 6), articled student employed 
by James Barnes and Sons (Builders), Ltd., 
of Brighton, nominated by the Southern 
Counties Federation. 


B. ORDINARY NATIONAL CERTIFICATE COURSE 
(First Prize £25, Seconp £20) 


CRAFT APPRENTICES 


Eastern Federation: Ist, B. E. Weavers, Gorleston- 
on-Sea; 2nd, G. L. Sandell, Cambridge. 

Liverpool Federation: 1st, J. Smith, Liverpool, 8; 
2nd, No award. 

London Federation: ist, P. Finnerty, Tottenham, 
N.17; 2nd, C. A. J. Mullis, Brockley, S.E.4. 

Midland Federation: Ist, J. A. Reader, Stoke-on- 
Trent; 2nd, D, Walden, Rugby. 

North-Western Federation: Ist, A. E. Williams, Sal- 
ford, 6; 2nd, F. E. M. Gaskell, Orwell. 

Southern Federation: Ist, R. R. Bartlett, Southamp- 
ton, 2nd, W. E. Ireland, Southampton. 

South Wales Federation: ist, J. D. Griffiths, Port 
Ta'bot; 2nd, G. Hopkins, Pontypridd. 

South-Western Federation: Ist, D. Traylor, Torquay; 
2nd, No award. 

Yorkshire Federation; ist, D. Gray, Scarborough; 
2ad, G. D. Tuke, Rotherham. 


Bewell (Students). 


STUDENTS 


Eastern Federation: Ist, A. J. Burford, Cambridge; 
2nd, M. Lomax, Norwich. 

London Federation: Ist, D. W. Hunt, Sutton; 
2nd, S. Fosbrook, South Tottenham, N.15. 

Midland Federation: Ist, K. W. Griffiths, Wolver- 
hampton; 2nd, J. Cordwell, Wolverhampton. 

Northern Federation: ist, R. Carr, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne; 2nd, No award. 

North-Western Federation: ist, M. K. Ashbridge, 
Carlisle; 2nd, J. Wharton, Salford, 6. 

Southern Federation: Ist, D. J. Ranger, Southampton; 
2nd, L. W. Sullivan, Dorking. 

South-Western Federation: ist, B. E. Smart, Totnes; 
2nd, No award. 

Yorkshire Federation: 
2nd, D. Walton, Bradford. 


The awards are made under the prize 
scheme initiated by the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers in 1951. 
Similar awards wil] be made to apprentices 
and students obtaining the Ordinary and 
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Higher National Certificates in Building in 
1953. The medals awarded under A above 
were presented at the annual general meet- 
ing of the N.F.B.T.E., held in London on 
January 28. Prizes awarded under B above 
are being presented at suitable ceremonies 
organised by the respective Regional 
Federations affiliated to the National 
Federation. 

Details of the 1953 prize scheme are given 
in a leaflet obtainable from the N.F.B.T.E. 
regional secretaries. 


THE HOUSING DRIVE 


“Target Well Within Capacity of the 
Industry ” 


A pea for the continuation of the policy 
of removing restrictions on building was 
made by Mr. L. B. VENNING, national secre- 
tary of the Federation of Master Builders, 
at the annual dinner-dance of the Sheffield 
and District branch of the association on 
January 20. 


“The shackles that have bound the 
industry since 1939 are gradually being 
released,” Mr. Venning said. “Let us hope 
that during this year the whole of those 
shackles will be taken away, and we shall 
be able to go ahead and fulfil all the Govern- 
ment pledges in respect of housing. There 
is no doubt it is well within the power of 
the industry to come up to the figure which 
the Government has set as a target, but we 
have still got several matters which have 
got to be most earnestly considered.” 


These were, first, he said, costs. “ Costs 
not only of the manufactured articles we use 
in the industry but the ever-increasing 
demands of the operatives, and the inability 
of the public to acquire the finished product 
—houses. Second, finance. There has got 
to be, either through the Govérnment or 
some corporation, a move to provide more 
adequate finance to the willing purchaser. 
There are tens of thousands of willing pur- 
chasers who lack the odd £100 or £200 to 
acquire a house. Third, national taxation. 
Industry, no matter whether it is the building 
or any other industry, while taxed out of 
existence in this country in any walk of life, 
can never prosper. Taxes must be reduced, 
and there must be some incentive to the map 
at the top of .the ladder, at the bottom, and 
right the way through.” 








NEWS IN BRIEF 


LAC. Development Pian Inquiry 

Objections relating to Camberwell and 
Woolwich will begin to be heard at 10.30 
a.m. on Monday, February 16, at the inquiry 
into objections to the development plan for 
the County of London. 


Vibrations in Buildings 

Many people are annoyed by vibrations 
in buildings caused by traffic, machinery, 
aircraft and so on. They are also afraid 
that their houses are being damaged by the 
shaking. A report from the Building 
Research Station, just published, makes it 
clear that possible structural damage is ex- 
tremely unlikely to occur. The report, 
N.B.S. Special Report No. 19, “ The Assess- 
ment of Vibration Intensity and Its Applica- 
tion to the Study of Building Vibrations,” 
is published for the D.S.L.R. by H.M.S.O., 
price Is. 


“The Indian Builder ” 


The first issue of our contemporary, The 
Indian Builder, merits warm congratulations 
on its useful contents and bright make-up. 
Founded by the Builders’ Association of 
India, the journal carries a number of mes- 
sages of good will, among them one from the 
Minister for Works, Housing and Supply, 
Mr. Swaran Singh. An interesting article, 
illustrated in colour, on the work of Wallace 
K. Harrison, the U.N. architect, takes its 
place with other contributions on Indian 
constructional problems and a survey of 
housing in Great Britain. Printed in Eng- 
lish, the magazine will appear monthly 
from Janmabhoomi Chambers, Fort-street, 
Ballard Estate, Bombay, 1, under the editor- 
ship of Mr. Patwant Singh. 


Cellular Concrete Houses 


A 12-man team from the Cambridge 
building firm of William Sindall, Ltd., has 
started an experiment at Church End, 
Cherry Hinton, using cellular concrete in the 
erection of two houses. The project is the 
work of Mr. C. Thurston and Mr. Harold 
Ridgeon, in whose names the patent has 
been applied for. Panels are prefabricated 
by spreading concrete between a series of 
hollow concrete cells and the only bricks 
used in the construction are in the chimneys. 
The results of the experiment are expected 
te be known in under a month’s time. Each 
house will have two sitting rooms, three 
bedrooms, bathroom, kitchen and separate 
— The estimated cost is about £1,200 per 

ouse. 


Welfare on the Building Site 


Recommendations and suggestions to help 
employers in making reasonable arrange- 
ments for the health and comfort of workers 
in the building industry are made in “ Wel- 
fare Arrangements on Building Sites” 
(H.M.S.O., price 9d.), a booklet issued by the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service in 
consultation with the Ministry of Works. It 
is pointed out that the Building (Safety, 
Health and Welfare) Regulations, 1948, 
although they contain some legal require- 
ments, are phrased in general terms, 
and the booklet therefore seeks to show, in 
the light of accumulated experience, how the 
problems affecting the welfare of building 
trade workers can best be tackled on the 
site. Considerable space is given to the 
provision of canteen facilities, and there are 
plans of suggested layouts, but other aspects 
of health and welfare, such as first aid and 
the provision of sanitary accommodation 
and washing facilities. are also examined. 
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The Institute of Quantity Surveyors 


Mr. H. Vincent Mace has been appointed 
to represent the Institute of Quantity Sur- 
veyors on the Builders’ Quantities Advisory 
Committee of the City and Guilds of London 
Institute. 


Mr. Macmillan’s Private Secretary 


Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, has ap- 
pointed Mr. J. Rogerson to be his principal 
private secretary in succession to Mr. J. E. 
Beddoe, who has been promoted. 


Ballast and Sand Association’s Ball 

Reservation forms in connection with the 
Ballast, Sand and Allied Trades Associa- 
tion’s banquet and ball, to be held at Gros- 
venor House, W.1, on March 31, are now 
obtainable from the Association’s General 
Secretary at 48, Park-street, W.1. 


Exhibition Dates Altered 


The opening of the second British Plastics 
Exhibition and Convention at Olympia, 
London, originally fixed for June 3, the day 
after the Coronation, has been postponed 
until June 8. The exhibition will close on 
June 18 instead of on June 13. The organi- 
sers are “ British Plastics,” Associated Iliffe 
Press, Dorset House, Stamford-street, S.E.1. 
The convention, running concurrently with 
the exhibition and also at Olympia, will 
cover all the most recent developments in 
plastics technology and application. 


Housing List Pruned by Third 


Onchan, near Douglas, Isle of Man, has 
by a simple expedient cut its housing list by 
one-third. This was done by writing to all 
the people on the list asking them to send 
one member of the family to an interview. 
A choice of three nights 1 attend was given, 
and they were informed that if they did not 
attend it would be assumed that they were 
no longer interested in a house. Out of 
102 on the list, 34 did not attend; 57 of 
the 68 who went to the inquiry were retained 
on the list; and 11 were struck off because 
their need for a house was not substantiated. 


. REFRAC : 
ANTI-CONDENSATION 


A MICROPOROUS PAINT which 
deals effectively with condensation and 
humidity. It is applied by brush requir- 
ing no primers and will adhere to all 
dry surfaces—wood, plaster, concrete, etc. 
It has a covering capacity of 16-18 
square yards per gallon. Sets ina hard 
matt finish and is available in various 
colours as supplied to the Air Ministry, 
G.P.O., Gas Board and leading 
contractors. 








‘REFRAC,’ because 
of its special proper- 
ties, is also a fire- 
retardant paint and is 
approved by D.S.I.R. 


ANGLO-AMERICAN EXPORT Co. Ltd. 
60, Ebury Street, 
London, S.W.1 
Telephones: SLOANE 5467, 1943 
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New Home for B.S.1. 

The British Standards Institution is to 
move from Victoria-street, $.W.1, at the end 
of next summer into a single, self-contained 
office block at 2, Park-street, Mayfair. 
Although the floor space at “British Stan- 
dards House,” as the new home is to be 
called, is not substantially greater than that 
at present occupied by the B.S.1., concentra- 
tion of the staff and facilities under one roof 
will aid efficiency and economy; and space 
will also be available for all the 3,800 com- 
mittee meetings annually convened. 


The Prefabricated Buildings Market 


Mr. James Riley, of Riley-Newsum 
Housing Department, H. Newsum Sons and 
Co., Ltd., of Lincoln, will leave next week 
for an eight-week tour of U.S.A. and Canada. 
He will visit New York, Washington, Florida, 
Kansas City, Texas, California, Montreal 
and Newfoundland, with the aim of develop- 
ing markets for prefabricated buildings. 
Riley-Newsum have already been successful 
in securing contracts for the supply and 
erection of their timber prefabricated houses 
at Ajax and Gander, Canada, which have 
successfully undercut comparable native 
products. 


Benefits for Students 


Students and unpaid apprentices who have 
had less than 26 weeks of paid employment, 
exclusive of National Service, before they 
start their course will find it easier to qualify 
for unemployment and sickness benefits 
after the end of their course. Under new 
regulations made by the Minister of National 
Insurance, Mr. Osbert Peake, which came 
into force on January 19, contributions will 
be credited to them for this purpose for 
periods of full-time education and full-time 
unpaid apprenticeship. Details of the 
scheme are given in The National Insurance 
(Contributions) Amendment (No. 2) Regula- 
tions, 1952. S.1. 1952, No. 2185, price 24 


Record Office Equipment Exports 

Despite trade recessions and import 
restrictions, Britain’s office equipment 
industry set up a new annual export record 
in 1952, the Office Appliance and Business 
Equipment Trades Association has an- 
nounced. Exports of accounting and calcu- 
lating machinery rose from £2,947,447 in 
1951 to £3,196,788, an improvement of 141 
per cent. on shipment values of just two 
years ago. Over the whole field of office 
equipment last year’s total exports of over 
£14m. were £54m. more than in 1950, 
machinery shipments to the U.S.A. and 
Canada representing a 354 per cent. increase 
over those of two years ago. 


A Double Honour 


What must certainly be a very rare, if no! 
unique, distinction was reported by Mr. D 
Winston Aldred, F.R.IL.B.A., head of th 
Department of Architecture and Building, 
South-West Essex Technical College, at the 
distribution of prizes and certificates on Jan- 
uary 29. It was then made known that ip 
the past 12 months, in both architecture an 
civil engineering, a full-time student of the 
department had gained the highest honow: 
in the Final Examination. Mr. M. }- 
Baggott, a fulltime architectural student 
has been awarded the Ashpitel Prize of the 
R.LB.A., for the candidate obtaining th< 
highest aggregate of marks in the Fina: 
Examinations for Associateship; and Mr. S- 
Bregosz, a full-time structural and civil ¢D- 
gineering student, has been awarded the Bay- 
liss Prize of the Institution of Civil Engineers 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents} 


Australia-—A dig new building plan has 
beon announced by the board of manage- 
ment for the Women’s Hospital, Melbourne. 
This will take seven years to complete, and 
will make that institution one of the largest 
and most up-to-date maternity hospitals in 
the world. £Al4m. is to be spent and the 
plan includes the construction of a clinical 
research unit, a 12-storey main hospital 
building, three more floors on one existing 
wing, two additional floors to the pathology 
block, and two three-storey wings on the 
service block. Small obsolete buildings 
dating back to 1888 will be demolished to 
make room for some of the additions, and 
these will be developed progressively, with- 
out interfering with the hospital’s normal 
routine. The architects concerned are 
Messrs. Leighton, Irwin and Co., 400, 
Collins-street, Melbourne. 


Burma.—A Singapore firm of architects, 
Messrs. Swan and Maclaren, have secured 
a contract from the Burma Government to 
design a new office building and a radio 
station in Rangoon which are to be erected 
at a cost of about £2m. Tenders will be 
offered out later. Details, meanwhile, can 
be obtained from the Burma Goverment as 
the firm may not be in a position yet io 
divulge any further information. 


* Canada—Mr. W. A_ Hare, of 89, 
Boteler-street, Ottawa, Ontario, is interested 
in acting as agent in the Ottawa area for 
U.K. manufacturers of crawler tractors, 
pumps, tarpaulins, etc. He is particularly 
interested in }-yd. or 1-yd. shovels, and 
crawler tractors of eight to ten tons. Those 
interested should communicate, by air mail, 
direct with Mr. Hare at the address given 
above. All inquiries by telephone should 
be made to Trafalgar 8855, Extension 2920. 


* Canada.—The Department of Transport 
has issued a call for tenders for a navigation 
lock for the Strait of Canso Causeway, 
Novia Scotia. The closing date for the 
receipt of tenders is February 17 next. Plans 
and specifications may be obtained from the 
Purchasing Agent, Department of Transport, 
Ottawa, subject to a deposit of $100. 

Any technical details not covered by 
these may be obtained from the consulting 
engineers, Messrs, O. J. McCulloch and Co., 
of 3420, Wilson-avenue, Montreal. It is pos- 
sible that this project may provide U.K. 
firms with an opportunity of supplying 
materials. An appreciable amount of cement 
and steel piling is believed to be required. 
Any telephone inquiries skould be made to 
Trafalgar 8855, Extension 2418. 


New Zealand.—A 35-ft. weir is to be built 
on the Shotover river at Big Beach, New 
Zealand. The weir, which is estimated to 
cost £18,000, will make Possible the lowering 
of the level of water in the lower reaches 
of the Shotover and Kawarau Rivers from 
the confluence of the latter as far as Crom- 
well so that the banks and beds can be 
explored for gold. A larger weir costing 
about £30,000 will then be erected on the 
Shotover at the branches about 25 miles up 
from the confluence of the river with the 
Kawarau. Negotiations are now in pro- 
gress to use the water impounded by the 
Big Beach weir to generate electricity. Main 
share of the finance of the project is coming 
from Canterbury though other parts of New 
Z eealand are also represented. An American 
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for gold mining on a very profitable pg 
This will necessitate other buildings, 
especially dwellings and factories at some 
time in the future. 


Newfoundland—The Union Electric 
Light and Power Co. of Newfoundland 1s 
planning the building of two plants, one on 
Georges Brook of 1,200 h.p. and one on the 
Trinity River at Lockston of 4,000 hp. 
These sites are both Jocated in Trinity North, 
near Port Roxton. For the time being a 
third proposed plant of 2,000 h.p. near New 
Chelsea, on the Avalon Peninsula, has been 
postponed. The Newfoundland Light and 
Power Co., Ltd., and the Anglo-Newfound- 
land Development Co., Ltd.. are also push- 
ing ahead with plans for the building of 
power stations on the island. In Labrador, 
which is near by, the Iron Ore Co. is pro- 
ceeding with a large project at Menihek 
Rapids on the Ashuanipi River which will 
supply the mining works at Burnt Creek and 
Knob Lake. 


Norway.—A  {fiim. freezing and 
refrigerator fish store 1s being built at 
Bergen, Norway. The store will be able to 
take up to 12,000 tons of fish, and will be 
the biggest fish-freeze store in Europe. An 
ice-making plant will be able to supply up 
to 325 tons of crushed ice an hour. In the 
refrigerator sections 560 tons of cork 
panelling will be used fos insulation. For 
shipping the fish abroad the store will have 
its own quay more than 1,000 feet long... . 
Large under-mountain power plants are 
being built in Norway to ease the present 
great shortage of electricity in East Norway, 
particularly Oslo. Overhead cables will 
carry the supply from Vinstra to Oslo. Con- 
struction involves the blasting and clearing 
of 30m. cu. ft. of rock for the power plant 
and supply tunnels have all been carved out 
of the mountain. The tunnel carrying water 
to the turbines will be 14 miles long. 

Northern Rhodesia-—-The Legislative 
Council is hoping to raise £400,000 to pay 
for the first stage in ‘the erection of a large 
pig iron works at Lusaka. The proposal ss 
to use hematite deposits 15 miles west of 
Lusaka to produce pig iron for Northern 
Rhodesian foundries.' As part of the scheme 
£100,000 is to be spent, as an additional 
sum, on housing. 
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> The 
for this particular scheme was 
Wood, A.A.Dip., A.R.LB.A., and 
Holliday, F.R.1.B.A., was the Chief 
and Planner to the Stevenage Development 
Corporation at that time. 


Equipment For Abattoirs 


Industrial Waste Eliminators, te of 7-11, 
Old Bailey, E.C.4, supplied the pig and 
sheep slaughtering equipment, head and 
tripe washing cabinets, offal carriers, 
the new experimental slaughterhouse, Fare- 
ham, Hants, designed by the Chief Archi- 
tect’s Division, M.o.W., and illustrated 
our issue of December 19 last. The firm i 
we understand, supplying the whole of the 
equipment at the M.oF. abattoirs at 
Canterbury and Bournemouth, now under 
construction. 


PRS 


Bifurcated Fans 


A recent addition to the “ Tornado” 
range of fan engineering RE aed 
factured by Keith Blackman, Ltd., Mill 
road, Tottenham, N.17, has been a bifur- 
cated fan unit. This is understood to have 
a special feature in that the fan casing is 
split across a diameter and opened out 
provide a separate chamber for housing 
driving motor, thus isolating it from the 
fumes. Copies of catalogue No. 28, which 
gives full details of this unit, can be obtained 
from the manufacturers. 


A Photographic Record 


A pictorial history of their achievements 
in the fields of civil engineering and strac- 
tural steelwork has been produced in bound 
form by Braithwaite and Co. 

Ltd., Dorland House, -street, S.W.1. 
This company, founded in 1884 at West 
Bromwich, was engaged exclusively for a 
number of years on the manufacture of 
bridgework, the majority of which was for 
export to British possessions abroad. In 
1921 the name of the firm was changed 
from Braithwaite and Kirk to its present 


ill 


ks 


steelwork, wharves and harbour works, pipe- 
lines and specialised methods of piling and 
civil engineering. To-day the company con- 
trols a world-wide organisation with branches 
in India, Turkey and Egypt, whose works 
are portrayed in the extensive series of 
photographs contained in this book. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mar. F. Winstaniey, director of the General Electric 
Co., Ltd., Magnet House, Kingsway, W.C.2, and respon- 
sible for their illuminating lighting firings 
and household electrical 
hh on Snnunty 29 Sor 2 Saree ne 


company’s branches in New Zealand, Australia and 
Tasmania. 

Ma. R. L. Packer has taken up his duties as Londoa 
branch manager of British Insulated Callender’s Cables, 
—_ 21, Bloomsbury-street, W.C.1, in succession to 

F. Samus, who is retiring on March 8. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


fea information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 


merchants. 
AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in fall lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


n Breeze 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate ; 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or pa 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard 
tion delivered ring Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site ois ace 
lto6tons,site . 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening ‘Cement in 6-ton loads 

wards to site . ini 

1 to 6 ton do. site. 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 196s. 3d. to _ 3d. eal ton. 

White Portiand Cement sae 
Under | ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

“= Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 

rtland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £8 18s. 9d. to £10 12s. 3d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Cement Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and «3 

——S . ge Fireclay, eg _ at Railway Depot, 

ndon ‘ie me 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks __.... 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 

24 in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 


r bags. 
pecifica- 


District. Commons 
Cellular Seats 
Keyed do. 


Rustics 
Cellular Rustics ... 
Single Bullnose do. sais jas ji née 
Sapdfaced ... ies eis ie jot 
Cortex Facing Bricks iin 
Best Blue Pressed. Staffs (London Stations) 
Do. Bulinose (London Stations) ... 
Bive Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) 


24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) was ies 

3 in. do. (London Stations) 
23 in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red "Facings 


(London Sites) 
ig “ Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 


es) 
24 2 Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
ites) 
2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi Colour Facings 
asa Sen —y Burnt ‘Mul "Stock F 
in. Surrey amp ti acings 
(London Sites) 


per yd. 


.° 


” 


per ton 


” 


” 
per cwt. 


per ton 
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2% in. Surrey _ Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites per 1,000 
Glazed Bricks (l Condoi sites) White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... %» 
— ies - ‘ma oh ite au. an 
oins, nose an tio. ts fee se ne 
Double Stretchers ... ia aa ine ‘a 
Double Headers... wie aR pins ‘ane ng 
One side and two ends ___.... pave oak ae Bs 
Two sides and oneend ... a pee ii ai 
Spiays and Squints a“ ‘saw ee 
Second quality —10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze. 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow Cray Partition BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
a_i —_ —_ 4 
in. 150 yds. ‘in e. peryd.sup 
24 in 135 yds. ii wens pa 
3 in. 125 yds. as ion on 
4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. hie tn oo 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER saree 
2 in. 100 yds. Be woke ne 
24 in. 85 yds. ‘ ” 
3 in. sus 75 yds. nt 
4 in. 55 yds. af 
CRANHAM 
2 in. ere oh oe ape Jas as vee a 
se nas wie ae pt wae im ie 
3 in. i 
4... eee eee eee ” 
4; in. Load bearing quality ... ae es 
FLoor BLocks 
3 in. Floor Blocks ph in. ides 12 in. oe in full 
amd 4g aie «+ per 1,000 
5 in, do. a air ose eis ne eve - 
6 in. G06) aes on Sa peak owe oop ” 
7 in. be. 355 ee ‘is we hin oon Pm 
8 in. rere pom pe bie we ‘nis 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
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The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Over 2 tons Ror 2 tons. under 2 tons 
Best Quality + F674% +87 974% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10%°+674% +1 %, +874% +10% $31 
Tested Quality +373%+674% +37 +87 Y 4374% +974 
B.S.S. Tested do. +47 % 4.67497 +4747 4.87 } +47 Zot 9131 fa 
$. o 
3 in. ee ae per 1,000 $15 0 
4 in. ae pi Re 12 15 6 
6 in. 4 oe sa oes ps hae is 2% 9 0 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park 2K sie ie «. perft.cube 6 8 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground ds -s 
Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered Lenten area ,, 7 5 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area + ‘is 7 0 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. avera 
delivered in railway trucks at — = B. 
Southern Region ig sea mn 7 5 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
2 in. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5 ft. and not over 15 ft. 
yng ey a per ft. sup. 6 2 
in. Slabs for paving, sawn two ‘sides as above 
described . sas ‘ 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blve ‘Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. ... 
9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 
stooled cills sie = - perft.cube 3 1 9% 
I2in. x 6in. do. do. om 2 4 3 
2 in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated |. - 114 0 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping a ao. © 
14in. X6in. do. do. ie ps 2-1 0 
44 in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on top andface .. °° 116 9 
3 im. sawn two sides Stabs, random sizes «- perft.sup. 6 © 


Best 


Croi 
Cut 
Wire 





953 





4 
tN 


10 
0 
10 


oooo 
ecccscecoo af 


Arka S 
— 
Mr ar 


Aron 


Aww 


CWIAw 
rn pet Lod BD OO 


COoCouUwnN 
cocoocooo 


oace 


of Co 


a 


DAoonowo 





february 6 1953 


THE BUILDER 


§TONE—continued 
£s. d. 
bgt ogy and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork .perft.cube 1 2 6 
Do. do. = one _— for fair faced 
brickwork ‘ie is aos a a 1° 6.9 
Hard York— 
]2 in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft..run 7 10 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front perft.cube 2 2 0 
12 in. X 6 in. Plain. Step a ; rubbed top and front “& 116 9 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes . per ft. sup. 7% 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd.sup. 211 9 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French — Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district ake bes 27 0 O 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district waa ons jus 41 6 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district > ie 54 17 6 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district a Ey 12 .8 0 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffofdshire district oad 1210 0 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles - doz. ‘SA ose 1 6 6 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tile do. aos von ee, BE 
Concrete tiles 104 x 64 one we ose 613 0 
do. Interlocking (49S) .. Eo 1715 0 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
Mx ; _ 96 19 3 
22 x 12 re 83 0 0 
22 x Il os ns 75 0 6 
20 x 12 pee 70 7 0 
20 x 10 ems ia 65 18 0 
18 x 10 = 48 17 9 
18 x 9 ° . 43 15 0 
16 x 10 m . 42 18 3 
16 x8 33 13 3 
Note. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality ie oad . Ex Wharf per standard £110 to £130 
Carcassing quality . do. ne £95 to £105 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. sis £110 0 0 
Hardwood— . 
rasa African S.E. pee do. perft.cube 1° 5 0 
Honduras do. St do. ps 215 0 
Oak” European do. on do. ia ey ee 
do. Japanese do. e do. a 115 0 
do. English Logs sawn . do. te eee ae 
Teak 8 in. averageS.E.  ... do. Se 3 00 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. “ ‘3 * 


DOORS (in Lots I—I1) 
Delivered London area. 
li in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in deal 


2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in. aa pre AiG each } 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6in. ... sine abe tite * i 
2 ft.6in. x 6 ft. 6in. ... isis ae pei ie 1 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. sae ay ons 1 
n. do., but top —< 8 Patiern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. X 6 ft. 6 Pe se ani oes % 2 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. rae oS ak bee ‘oa 2 
2 in. 2 Panel, top pees open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6in. x ‘sis Re lio si “i 2 
2 ft. 9in. x 6 ft. Gia. ‘ih se as mt 2 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
| in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. O in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) s+ por yd. 
1 in. do. (67 yds. to iton) ... oie pa 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to lton)... pan % 
2} in. do. (45 yds. tol ton)... os * 
3 in do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) o 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per } in. of thickness. 
+ in. Imported Insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 bn ft. ‘ 
3 pers 00 sq. ft. 
+ in. Hardboard do. we we fe re 2 
fe In. do. do. eee 3 
ér in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets... a . per yd. sup. 
Root ing Felt, 3 “Ply He ove aaa isa we - 
do. ply td ae eu wnt - 
Best Scotch cue in slabs... ee Ne 
co. pearl sie et ig ee as 5 
Croid Glue o ate ne 28 Ib. 2 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up (1-ton lots) on oe per ton 59 
Wire Nails, 3 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) poe eo percwt. 2 
METALS Stee. Jomsts, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
oe, x 3a 8 in. x Sin., 8 in. X 6 in., 10 in. x 6in., 
2 in. x 6 in. — cut to —— delivered London 
area ase Sie at per ton 36 
Extra fc or sizes 
3in. x 14 in. ooo ” 3 
3in. x 3im., 4 im. X 3im., 5 in. X 2} in. vite es 1 
4in. x ar in. ee pies per - 3 
43 hh. X 1 in., 24 i in. x ii In. ose eee ” 2 
5 ID x 3 in., 22 i in. x 7 in. ore eee soe ” i 
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s. 
6in. X 3 in pee ‘ini as ont we. : 
9 in. x 7in 2S Se 5 ; 
10 in. x tia Sin 6 St ea ‘ 15 
Sim. x 4bin., 6in. x 4} in., Tin. 34 in: ) 
7 in. x 4 in. Sin. x 4m., 9in. X 4in., ‘ 
10in. X Sin, Win. x 8in., 12in, x 8 in, 
13in. x Sin, 14in. x Stim, 14in. x6in, 4. 10 9 
I4in. x 8in., Sin. x Sin, 15 in. x 6in., F 
16 in. x 6 in., 16in. X 8in., I18in. xX 6in., 
18 in. x.7 in., Win. x 8in., 2in. x 6} in., 
20 in. x 74 in. ea tus ase abe ed 
Steel angles average price és ate on eos ” 37 5 0 
Steel tees average price eee owe 35 «SG 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and — ‘is tee eee ” 50.10 0 
Compound girders .. pa on ous eee ” 5515 0 f 
Stanchions as ans ees eee ” 60 15 0 
Compound stanchions ... ai eas “ 63 17 6 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins _... oes ns 7% 0 0 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex — 


Stock ¢ in. diam., and ——— + 36 2 6 
in. diam. ... eos ae POR CON eRtrAS 12 0 
fs in. do. vee ose eee eee ese one ” 217 0 
# in. do, oes eee ese eee ove vee ” 220 
ae ae a re ke ee a - 7 eo 


Mitp Steet Tunes : 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
Galvanised Tube— W.1. Fittings Malleable Fittings 


ClassA + 7¥Z . 
6? ~=—s Light ~ 193% : a 
Clas: + sah 
— B 2347 Heavy + 274° Malleable List — 424% +40% 


— 
ass A — 23 4% Li h 6 os 
ClassB — 134%, Light + 61% atteable List — 424% 

ClasC -— {*% Heavy + 133% 

; C.1. Hatr-RouND GUTTERS 

Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths a 

a Gutters Nozzles 
3 in. aa iS ran ae aes * 2/8 /9 
34 in. She ae i sed ee ae 2/il /3 
4 in. sai ‘a me ae esa eee 3/3 1/2 
44 in. ae ihe ‘ue "ee shat 3/7 1/5 
5 in. a ee bis Pee SRR 3/il 1/7 

ae = G. GuTTERS 
3 in. ae isin eit aia; | 3/6 fu 
34 in. aaa ie ion pate -. 4/4 3/6 1/2 
4 in. NS sa a fost oe 3/7 1/5 
44 in. ras rhs aie a pt sat 4/2 1/7 
5 in. Rs Seat oak ue aoe ae 4/10 1/10 
C.1. RAmN-WATER Pipes 
Per yd. in oe woareaee Pipes Bends Branches 
2 in. si ed sie. 3/3 4/8 
24 in. Ss wa = eae ao ee 3/7 5/7 
3 in. ep as ee ae Pee Se 4/7 6/10 +4 
34 in. sis pea ais es oa 5/5 7/il 
4 in. ‘ie ei 9/6 6/7 9/6 
L. cc. Conreo Som PIPEes 

2 in. ‘jt a ‘oils 7/3 5/7 6/10 
24 in. ale one en as ats sat 6/3 8/6 
3 in. oe ee ves dna a ee 6/10 10/2 
34 in. ea po ies aa cos 2) SFB 8/6 11/10 
4 in. inh 11/04 9/6 13/7 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil niges for under 3 cwt, lots 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 5% and 
tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. Coatep Dratn Pirs. 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. om ant we Fo ESE He 13/- 22/11 
6 in. wis wa ie a. eee 27/1 46/11 


Aspestos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FItrrinGs 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 


2 in. cy ~ z > 2 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths peryd. 3/6 } / re 
Shoes ’ j each 2/3 2/6 3/- 4/- 
Single Branches . wa - 3/6 4/3 $/- T/- 
Bends rear obtuse _,, 2 4 32 - he 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. 7 
ra do. 6in o-— “ 3/- 3/6 4/6 6/- 
Assestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FiTTincs 
3 a Ars Hg 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths peryd. 3/3 - 
Drop ends i each 2/3 2/4 2/7 3/3 
Stop Ends pa /9 /10 fil i/1 
Angles and nozzles i 2/8 3fi 3/7 4/3, 
Union Clips wb a 1/4 1/7 i/tl 2/3 
Assestos HALF-RoUND GUTTERS AND Frrrincs : 
sm. Se OS ie ae . 
tters 6-ft. lengths ryd. 2/4 / / / ; 
Drop ends. ye rua 2/- 2/3 2/6 2/9 4/- : 
Stop ends .. si a /8 /9 /10 su Ht 
Angies... Be i. 2/3 ae Er ie pre 
o ” 2 me / ’ mad 
Nozzies_... - / i i 10 


Union Clips soo me /il 1/- 
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“Ex Merchant's 


Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
£s.d 


Soft sheets C.R. ec 
20 gauge ws 
24 gauge 


26 gauge = ~ Seale Scapa 
ag aeons Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
Galvenien Flat sheets C:R. and C.A.— 

20 gauge Pale sae 

24 gauge 

26 gauge 


59 18 


ooo oocoSfOo ADD 


Metal Windows.—Standard Metal Windows B.S. 940. Prices on 
application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 


Piumpers’ Brass Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
re am area area 


All ed doz. tin. jin. lin. Ifin. lh in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron ... 80/- 129/- 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron . 108/- 147/- 
Screw down stop cocks foriron 69/4 111/2 188/1 382/- 509/2 


do. withtwounionsforlead 99/9 159/7 299/3 407/6 627/- 


Double nut boiler screws... 17/1 24/9 
Croydon ball valves ... 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 


iron 
Caps and screws 


21/11 28/3 38/1 
Idin. I4in. 2in. Fin. 
28/6 af 


42/9 45/7 57/- 
183/- 278/- 363/- 660/- 840/- 


59/7 80/3 


34 in. 
3. 51/4 102/6 111/2 
40/- 57/- 72!- 


2 in. 


795/2 
1066 /- 


1b x 6 Ib ms Mah 2x 7ib. 3 x 7Ib. 
Lead P. trap with sai stnonins 
screws ies 60/6 75/6 121/- 184/3 
Lead S. trap do. 73/- 91/- 149/- 245/- 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ ... perlb. 4 0 
ee s . 410 


Cun of ofl BSS6 59/ 1944 on the basic fie of of 323d. per ib. plus ¢ gauge 
inimum quantities, 


and manufacturing extras as follows. 


Extra 

d. 

i? x 19 gauge ... — ie aoe 
a a 2 bee ‘tee oa eae Me 
lin. x 18 ,, wee sae eget Xs 
ifn xis oe ia ae | os 
“SS oe eo seers S| is 

2 in. x 17 134 


Rolled Copper ‘Sheets | ip to 48 in. wide, basic price 
ae and manufacturing extras 
, 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards... 
or 12 gauge do. ‘i 
Brass tubes basic price, pius gauge a and manufactur- 
ing extras... 3 sie 
LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


per ton 


per Ib. 


per cwt. 


£ 
335 
6 
6 


5 0 


d. 
Total per Ib. 474 
46 


444 
44 
ad 
454 
s. d. 
10 0 
19 6 
1 sae 


2 2 


Basis selling eee in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


or Home Counties. 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and upwards - ton 
Lead Water Pipe in coils wits os 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2in. to4in. dia. ... ne 
do. over 4 in. dia ane ne xe 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe sins A 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under | ton a oon «» §«per cwt 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. ed eas is iro pe 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. bie ate 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. ‘priced. specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis cha 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £86 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on ™ per ton 
do. White. do. do. o» 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. or o 
do. Fine do. do. Ae a 
Biue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ons wala on + 
Hydratea Lime do. pe — sei ‘ie = 
Lump Lime do. aus a 
White Keen's or Parian Cemeat in i-ton loads... ¢ 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton anes kad i 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads i vit be 
Hair... per cwt. 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board t in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one delivery. 
Delivered site pais a 


Snrwowvsuqynnaa~ 


s. d. 
10 0 
15 0 
28 
ae 
» a 
2 0 
4 0 
6 0 
2 0 
9 9 
>. 2 
13 0 
14 6 
7.9 
16 6 
19 6 
14 3 
5» 
17 6 

23 

26 








PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Ceiling Distemper... at cass Steam tse 
Washable Distemper cue nab ‘ae ees 
Gloss Paint... eae 
Snowcem cement paint Gn i ‘owt. drums) - 


Leap PRODUCTS AND ‘ie 
Ground White Lead “4 —. ng is ‘ie 


Genuine White Lead Paint, rr = lots in ¥ al tins 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. ~ ae o 

Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. 

Raw Linseed Oil (5 5 ) Drums extra 
Boiled Linseed Oil ( do. 


oer 


SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute C .) Drums extra... 
- do. do. gal.drum) do. 
Solignum, Brown (5 a cans), _— 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ae 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) 
White Lining Paper ... ens 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak Pale Copal se 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside" 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... 
Finest Carriage Varnish 

Front Door Varnish ... 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan ... 

Brunswick Black 

Berlin Black 

Terebine 

Knotting (1 gal. “bottles free)... 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) 


GLASS 


Delivered London area. 
Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes. 


18 oz. 
24 oz. 
26 ong 


320 

English Rolled Plate and Figured Cathedral, etc., 
in cut sizes, over 500 ft. —_ of 8 ced 

Rolled Plate 4 in. ae eee 

Rough cast *% in. isi me pa one oon 

Rough cast $ in. 

Figured Rolled, and Cathedral standard patterns... 

Figured Rolled, Standard Tints sie id 

Figured Rolled Special Tints 

Figured Rolled Real Ruby 


tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, iesstieadiitee on 
Reeded Glass (viz. Narrow Reeded, Broad Reeded, 
Major Reeded, Cross Reeded, Narrow pea i 
Broad Reedlyte Luminating) bee 

Wired cast, } in. thick gad ens se ous 

Georgian Wired cast on eos sas ote 


Hollow Glass . 
P.B.2 5 SE We. ose ons pan oes 

P.B.3 7 x x3 ~ sia ‘ns paar ‘ote 

.B.32 7 eo bis ° 
_— Corner Brick to match ‘up with— 


wie 
wry 
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Polished Plate Glass. ‘Didiiaale iia ‘aia +i in. thick per ft. super 


Glazing for 
Glazing 


purposes 
In plates not exceeding— s. d. 
Se ROR scat ot one ae nS 
5 ft. sup. ‘ oon oe 4 5 5 
45 ft. sup. ; 1 5 
100 ft. sup. 


6 6 
Extra sizes, i.e., Plates exceeding. 100 Fa sup. or 96 in. 


Glazing for Glazing purposes per ft. sup. 


Glazing 
Quality 
s. d 

4 


Silvering 


Geet 
3 34 
2 6 2 
; 6 1! 

gg 
high or 160 in. 
s. d 


Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135 in. Sotiways & : 


180 ft. sup. or om * 
200 ft. sup. or *” 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on ‘application 
The usual thickness of Polished Plate is about 4 in. 
following special thicknesses in Glazing for 
mentioned extra charges will be made :— 
in.- 3 in. 
in.— % in. 
in. bare ee owe poe son woo 
in. exact 
Ai in.-+4 ih. 
in. exact 
& ia. ... as ‘es ae ‘ini is 


16 0 
, but if required in '5¢ 


lazing quality the un- 


.. 6d. per ft. supe! 


ses MO extra chars© 
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y 6 1963 
£ ae 
112 9 
512 0 
215 0 
311 9 
8 4 6 
8 ll 6 
219 9 
618 3 
219 9 
9 9 
18 6 
18 11 
5 7 
4 % 
6 6 
20 
1 6 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAC 
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AS FROM FEBRUARY 2, 1953. 


Town. 





























KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 



























































(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 





A 
A 
South PShicids 38 Se A 
Spalding U.D. .............. 2 
Stafford M.B.............. A 
DUORIE 5. Siicisinceteidnichoncast A 
Stamford M.B. ............... Al 
Stantonwick 
Stevenage 

Stockport 

Stockton R.D. 
Stockton-on-Tees ........ inh 

Stoke-on-Trent C.B. .........A 
Stoke Orchard ............... 

Stourbridge M.B. ... 











mourpost: UD... ....cccicesscs 
Stowenawhet  .....rcesscrceeses Al 
Stratford-on-Avon M.B....Al 
Sunderland District ......... A 
Sunningdale ..........-...... Al 
Sutton Coldfield M.B. ......A 
GeO oni cceckecsdecen’ A2 
I caivicrntennincssiates Al 
SIE ratipeuintdtarinttininatnal A 
PE aT ae Al 
Swinton U.D. ............ a. 
Tamworth M.B. ............... A 
Tenterden ..... cincnnemneesina’ A2 
TOO <cnsvdcnisecescstaul Al 
Thames Haven ............... A 
pO BAERS RGR A2 
“BROCO THY icc dc ccscescoccsece A 
Thurrock U.D.C, Area ..... A 
» North of, to Billericay , 
FEE pei scccetcndiacinbogubeiines 
Todmorden 
Tonbridge .. 
Torquay ... 
SOUND; cutivunpsdeotedpvedeveine 
Trowbridge  ... .....s.ceeeeee A2 
Tunbridge Wells ............ Al 
Tynemouth C.B. ..............A 
Uppingham (Salop) ......... Al 
Uttoxeter U.D. 22.02... .0000-. A2 
Wal | iniccccanisevtesscie A 
WN Tr ccnciacctcivaniasces A 
i a eee A 
WN dai ise Men setctsiocens A 
Walton-on-Naze .........+.- Al 
TN on od eins eaemabaaieas A 
WNT sass cicsscssccncs A2 
Warrington .... A 
Warwick M.B. . A 
Wellington U. | SSSR A 
Wells (Norfolk) ............ A2 
TID ck dapesibacsonesonscncs A 
Welwyn Gar. City ............ A 
West Bromwich C.B. ......... A 
Westbury  .. .......cceceeeeene A2 
Westcliff-on-Sea ............... A 
Westerham — ....0.:...20000065 Al 
Weston-super-Mare ......... Al 
WII. cccsinsiccatccncccenss A 
Weymouth  .0.......60- eee = 
WI SEI vices cccterevetetss 


Whitstable and District . a2 
Wickford oa 











URED incpcocevecaenscsesivacions 
WONG | cnitcccumssngehievcbinnies 
Wigton 

WEIS cc icccccsccesavessees A 
DIG bi pecnencitnndictdans A 
Wilts. County of ......... $A2 
WRURIONE - cscdsccesccensvess Al 
Windermere -.......6..00+++- A3 
Windsor and Eton ......... Al 
WOE inci sigeresrrcdoctrbncs A2 
Witham ..... eee S 
Woking (District) . sntaaistelieda Al 
Wokingham ...........:<.+-..A2 
Wolverhampton ro eer ~ 
Woodbridge ........ AZ 
Worcester C.B. ......2202-.+-- A 
Workington 

Worksop M.B. .... 
Went, |e ciccncvasatanscssiess 
Wrexham (incl. 

WroughtOn oo. c.cevcaersreeee 
WINE ccc idicnsdatentssccinessrd A 
Wymondham ........2..--.++-. A2 
Weele o -ccicckiasustsioeieiesionn A 


In the case of London the sete Daven Ss Ridiie ntti i 


higher grades are stated. 


in craft processes is 2s. 7d. per hour. Women introduced te 


ADCIAVOD ceccccsccscvapssnonnedes A ; f 
A berdare sasinateniladguemetencins i a Classification. Al A2 A3 
ergavenny raftsmen ... f / 
— i ahenwes aa 7 ve eee ae 
or , ourers ... 3/1 3/04 3/0 2/11} 
AddleEStONE ..cccdcceccccvecccens Town Grade 7, 
. - ade. Ti . : 
A AS | BARRE cn AE | ROR canteen ae es: 
Ifreto: roiam-on-Croucn ....,. - 1 I dcindlishiistigemsaiazinn’ |  RMRGR 0 cccddssairiiemBiostna 
rete 5 ss Burnley ........... hrageeecerees A Pemeced deusnenhsehdelpredine A L yachens (Devon) evinmiveeed re 
‘Absinetaaehe sat sss eas Burton-on-Trent C.B. ...... A BIE Gi bcvotinakiniesinoshdntersets A Macclesfield A 
Ami co tsscibuidcidamimect BUEY one -sennesensnesereenensnens A Folkestone ........000css00ese0- A2 Maitesiual Al 
ype ee ea ats e685 Bury St. Edmunds ............ Al De REE E Al | Maidstone .................., ‘Al 
Anunentesd er oy gi aibeathntcamentokecedion a ei ee ae . 
Andover ..... YRCEE  wecereressverecrerensoes Gainsborough U.D. ...... A | Maldon (Essex) .. Al 
Ardingly ..... aE Se Calder Valley .....<cccccccceses A SPORE cs cntsknseviiosecincs A Malvern U.D... Al 
FONE ERE ER ET SRS COO isk csicvasucedeens A Gillingham (Kent)............ Al | Manchester ....-.ccccccsccessss. A 
ARCO . oi \ccensetewasretdiauetas A2 CG TE TDS os svcknsccescecs A NE sie dcbancdacdbcnsesiced A | Manningtree .................. Al 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Canterbury — ......cscccccscee A2 fn. ORT G OE tee A | Mansfield M.B. ............... A 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... A IE Sic kanticcstssotanicsncince A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of $A2 | March ...........cccersseceesees A2 
Ashford (Kent).....-.......+ A2 Cardiganshire, County of tA2 Godalming _................ BT RID cctsinsccsesninte eases A2 
Ashford (Middlesex)......... A oe RES oe A FOO MB... css ccciensonease A | Market Harborough U.D. A 
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Glasgow Planning 


T° overcome the public’s ignorance of the 

architects of buildings in Glasgow the 
history of these men should be taught in 
* schools in the city, suggested Dr. T. J. 
_ Honeyman, director of the Glasgow Art Gal- 
 leries, when he spoke at the Glasgow School 
of Art, at a ceremony to present diplomas, 
certificates and awards to students of the 
Glasgow School of Architecture. 

The public knowledge of the architecture 
of their own city and country was woefully 
small and it should be the duty of colleges 
and universities to help to correct that state 
of affairs by including a survey of architec- 
ture in their general course of studies. People 
knew about Rembrandt and Michelangelo 
because they were told these were great 
painters, but they knew nothing about con- 
temporary architects for the reason that they 
heard nothing about them. 

In the days of Samuel Johnson, Glasgow 
was described as a beautiful city with a mag- 
nificent lay-out plan, but Glasgow today was 
the victim of bad planning or lack of good 
planning. That bad planning had extended 
over the last 150 years. To illustrate how 
lack of foresight had destroyed many of 
Glasgow’s architectural beauties, Dr. Honey- 
man quoted the example of the old College 
in High-street. The old university had to ex- 
pand, he admitted, but it was a great pity that 
someone in authority had not had the vision 
to preserve the building. 

An American architect friend of his had 
told him in 1939 that the old Glasgow had 
natural possibility for brilliant town plan- 
ning, It had more hills than the seven hills 
which were featured in Rome. The old 
beauty, he had told him, could be recaptured 
but it would take three generations, not 20 
or 30 years to put it right. Dr. Honeyman 
suggested to the students that they should 
make a start now. The great handicap now- 
adays, however, was getting the expression 
of planning into construction. They should 
all long for a spell of peace so that the 
arts of peace could get the opportunity 
which had been denied to them for almost 
the whole of the century by cold and hot 
wars. 

Commenting on the work of the past 
session Pror. Wm. J. SmitH, director of 
studies, mentioned that the School was able 
to meet the demand for architects though 
the same could not be said of other regions. 
particularly where academically-qualified 
students, were finding difficulty in getting 
practical experience. 


Glenrothes Appointment 


THE GLENROTHES DEVELOPMENT CORPORA- 
TION have appointed Mr. John L. Coghill, 
A.R.LB.A.. A.M.T.P.L, A.R.LA.S.. to the 
position of depute chief architect and plan- 
ning officer. Mr. Coghill, who had varied 
experience before the war, during which he 
served as a Captain in the Royal Engineers, 
is at present Chief Architect to the Royal 
Burgh of Kirkcaldy. 


Hydro-Electric Scheme Confirmed 


Tue Secretary of State for Scotland has 
confirmed a major project of the North 
of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board for the 
production of an average of 304 million 
units of electricity a year. It is estimated 
that the scheme will cost over £15m. It 





will have a total installed capacity of about 
88,500 kilowatts. The new development will 
be in the Breadalbane district of Perthshire 
and it will involve the construction of six 
dams and seven generating stations, and the 
enlargement of Loch Lyon. 

The plan is to develop the water power 
resources of the upper Glen Lyon, Loch 
Daimh, Loch Giorra, streams in Glen 
Lochay, and Glen Dochart, the head waters 
of the rivers Almond and Lednock, the 
waters of Lochan Breaclaich and other 
streams to the south of Loch Tay, the 
waters of Loch Earn and tributaries to the 
south of the river Earn, and the head waters 
of Monachyle Burn. 

Details of the scheme are contained in a 
White Paper published on February 3 
(H.M.S.O., price 3d.). 


West Lothian School-building 


A MAJOR DEVELOPMENT in a £1,000,000 
school-building programme planned by the 
West Lothian County Education Committee 
will be the erection beginning next year of 
two of Scotland’s most up-to-date schools. 
They will be situated at Whitburn and 
Bo’ness. Work on the Whitburn school, 
which will accommodate ultimately 985 
junior and infant pupils, is scheduled to 
start next spring. 

Designed by Mr. R. Forbes Hutchison, 
A.R.LB.A., of the Edinburgh and Kirkcaldy 
firm of Walter Alison and Hutchison with 
Mr. S. G. Owen, A.R.LB.A., as architect in 
charge, the school will be erected in three 
stages, the first of which has already been 
sanctioned by the Secretary of State for 
Scotland and is expected to take about 18 
months to complete. 

It will contain a two storey block of eight 
rooms with other accommodation. A second 
block of ten classrooms bring the accommo- 
dation of the junior school to 715, comprises 
the second stage, while the final stage will be 
a six-classroom infants’ wing. 

The structure is of a kind probably never 
seen before in Scotland. All structural 
steelwork is eliminated, and the load-bearing 
divisional walls of insulating hollow blocks 
carrying floors and roofs of prestressed con- 











There’ s none Better / 






FOR INDUSTRIAL 


and 
DOMESTIC USE 


Quick and Easy to use. 
Leeds X.L. Fire Cement is 
the BEST for all Fireplace 
Installations and Repairs. 
Ideal for fitting new con- 
tinuous-burning Fires. 
Obtainable from your 
Builders’ Merchant and 
available in a range (om 
of sizes to suit any 
requirement. 


r. A. WINTERBURN LTD. 
HOLBORN ST., LEEDS, 6. Tel: 








February 6 1953 





SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 

LLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 2, 1953, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, includ- 

ing the islands of Orkney, Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 64d.; Labourers, 3s. id. 


For apprentices, the rates are : 


Percentage of For week, of 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 

s. d. 

ist 25 38 114 
2nd 334 Si ity 
3rd 50 77 
4th 664 103 10} 
Sth 75 116 104 


For Seniie labour, the rates are : 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 


probationary period) oat 3 1 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) aa oe ee 











crete. The classrooms are planned with what 
has become known as “staircase access,” 
which eliminates the need for corridors on 
the first floor, thus permitting a better degree 
of lighting for the lower rooms and windows 
on both sides of the upper level. 

The outer wall of the teaching rooms, 
where not glazed, are to be constructed of a 
double plastic skin filled with insulating 
material and attractively finished in bright 
permanent colours requiring no maintenance. 

In an area where the danger of subsidence 
is always a problem particular precautions 
have been taken with the new school. It 
will have foundations of reinforced concrete, 
and special expansion joints will allow for 
the settling of any section without effect on 
the remainder of the building. To reduce 
noise, there will be cork floors in corridors, 
assembly hall and foyer, with acoustically 
absorbent tiles on the ceilings or walls. 
Classroom floors will be treated with Vermi- 
culite to prevent undue transmission of 
vibrant sounds. Heating will be by the cir- 
culation of warm air. The estimated cost 
of the first two stages of the school is about 
£104,000. 


Scottish Building Centre 

AT THE FIFTEENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEET- 
ING of the Scottish Building Centre, held 
in Glasgow on January 29, CoLoneL ©. 
GaARDNER-MCLEAN, who was in the chair, 
stated that during 1952 the many activities 
carried on in the Centre had been success- 
fully maintained and developed. 

The extent of both public interest in the 
Centre, and the Centre’s usefulness to every- 
one interested in building materials and 
appliances could be judged, the chairman 
pointed out, by the fact that more thar 
18,000 people visited the Centre during the 
year. Also, the number of inquiries dea‘ 
with by the technical staff exceeded 9,000. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Pians to be prepared for the Nor' 
Eastern Hospital Board’s new hospital building 
est. to cost £120,000, for which the architects 2 
ies Son, & Fairweather (F.), St. Ann’s Ga' 

Argylishire.—Pians in hand for 24 houses to 
erected by Oban Corporation at sites at Miller-r 
Combie-st, and earer- -rd. The architect is Dav 
Galloway (F.), ol of Works Pffices, Municip 


bar Argyll ah Ae ty 

w. Woolworth & Co., Lid., ha 
con gran warrant by Dean of Guild Coart to co” 
vert the Palace Cinema, restaurant and shop at } 
Prince-st., into an extension of their existing « 
adjoining lock-up shop. _The estimated cost of | 
conversion is Bw as £76,000. 


Planning conser 
subject to ce 


ain provisions, has been granted ‘ 
















wages 
tional 
1953, 
clud- 
etc. 

3s. Id. 


Kk, of 


2 94 








h what 
ccess,”” 
ors on 
degree 
indows. 


rooms, 
d of a 
ilating 
bright 
nance. 
idence 
utions 
a 
ncrete, 
w for 
ect on 
reduce 
ridors, 
tically 
walls. 
J ermi- 
on of 
he cir- 
d cost 
about 


MEET- 
held 
a; ©. 
chair. 
tivities 
iccess- 


in the 
every- 
} and 
irman 
than 
ig the 
dea't 
00. 


Nort 

iding 

tS a 
Ga' 


to ! 
ler-rd 


icip 








February 6 1953 


the firm by the Edinburgh Planning Committee. 

Warrants have also been granted by Dean of 
Guid Court to British Ropes, Lid., 15,  Bath-st., 
Leith, for the erection of a single- storey extension 
heir premises at a cost of £218,500; and to the 
Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd. for the 
erection of 38 SS houses at Telford-id. at a 
tetal cost t of £492,800 ‘ 

Glasgow.—P ans in hand for new offices for 
British Railways at Elmbank-st. The architects are 
the Board’s Staff, St. Enochs Station-bidgs.. 
Giasgow. 

Giasgow.—Plans in hand for new buildings at The 
Hamde n Motor Bus Garage for which the archi- 

ts are The Transport. Engineers, Transport 
ih ouse, Bath-st., Glasgow, 

Glasgow.— Plans in hand for extensions to the 





io 


Colston public school, for. which the architect is 


Join MacNab, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.— Plans prepared for alterations and 
additions for David Elder, Lid., St. George’s-rd., 
tenfrew-st., for which the architect is Baron Ber- 
cott (F.), 118, Blythswood-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans in hand for additions, est. to 


Siva sitll: 
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cost £11,300, at the new church of St, Laurence, 
Crescent-st., for which tae architects are Gillespie. 
Kidd & Coia (A.), Wellington-chbrs., Waterloo-st., 
Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans to be prepared for new houses 
which are to be erected at the Stoneleigh housing 
site, for which the architect is Robert L. Rankine, 
Master of Works Office, Wallace-sq., Greenock. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for The Scottis 
Special Housing Association, Ltd., for 90 houses, to 
be erected on sites at Lorne-rd., Almada-st. and 
Burnbank-rd., Hamilton, for which the architect is 
J. Austin Bent (A. ), 15-19, Palmerston-pl., West End, 
Edinburgh. 

rkhall._Lanarkshire C.C. to have plans pre- 
pared for new houses to be erected at the Corslet 
housing site. The architect is Samuel MacColl (A.). 
County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Morayshire. Plans in hand for 30 houses to be 
erected at New Elgin by the Council. 

Newmains.—Plans to be prepared for new 
Catholic school, for which the* architect ‘s William 
Watt (F.), Coanty Offices, Abbert-st., Motherwe!)- 
Wishaw. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages oj] this and 
previous i13sues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this dist see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number, The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 10. 

*tBirmingham City C.—New washing baths, 
Heath-st., Winson Green. Gen. Mgr., Baths Dept., 
Kent-st., ‘Birmingham 5. Tenders by March 12. 

FEBRUARY 13. 

*+ Bristol T.C.—36 flais, Bishopthorpe-rd., Manor 
Farm, Bristol. J. Nelson Meredith, F.R.I.B.A. 
City A., Counci} House, College Green, Bristol 1. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*tCoventry Housing Com.—219 dwellings, Manor 
House estaie, Bell Green. Mr. Bruce George, of 
Pite, Son & Fairweather, architects, 6, Queen Anne’s 


gate, 8.W.1. 
FEBRUARY 14. 

“T. & A.F.A. (Middlesex).—Six flats at Enfield. 
Hammett & Norton, 29, Sackville-st., W.1. 

FEBRUARY 16. 

East Ham B.C.—Ambulance station at Welling. 
m-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

“tHerne Bay U.D.C.—71 houses at Greenhill, 
Herne Bay. A. 8. Wilson & Partners, 8, Storey’s 
Gate, S.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 

“tPeterhorough T.C.—128 houses on Dogsthorpe 
North estate. (Coniract divided, int © five groups.) 
F. J. Smith, M-B.E., A.M.LC.E., E. & S., Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 2 

“Wallasey C.B.—Caretaker’s whouse, Gorsedale 
School. Boro’ A., Town Hal!. Dep. 21 ls. 

FEBRUARY 18. 

BH ee R.D.C.—25 pairs of houses, Scuttie- 
croft-la. estate. Blenkinsopp & Thompson mM F.), 
( ton chibrs., Park-st., Selby. Dept, £2 2s. Tenders 
DS arch 5, 

*tPoole Boro’.—Primary school, Hillbourne. BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 20. 

*tChorleyweod U.D.C.—& houses and 25 garages, 
Berry-la. site. L. C. Powell (F.), Norfolk House, 
Chesham. Dep. £2 2s. 

Gravesend B.C.) houses, Wesicourt estate 
B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Longdendale U.D.C.—18 ‘traced houses at Taylor- 
|. J. Beardshaw & Ptnrs., architects, 186, Oxford- 
d., Manchester, 13. Dep. £3 3s. 

FEBRUARY 21. 

Glastonbury T.C.—12 houses at Windmill Hill 

using estate. H. Alves, surveyor, 66, High-st 
Dep. £2 2s, 

Rainford U.D.C.—6 bungalows at rear of Church- 
rd. J. Mather, architect, Town ae Skelmersdale. 

FEBRUARY 2 : 

*Cariton U.D.C.—84 houses, ee rd., Gedling. 
E. & &. Dep. £5 Gs. : 

re song ye of houses, 41a, Mansfie'd 

i, -E. Dep. £2 2 

pasecany 25. 
Brighton B.C.—Electrical installation workshop, 
Preston technical institute. BE. & S., 26/30, King’s- 


rd. Dep, £2 2s. 

Deptford bg houses, Napier-st., 8.E.8. B.E. 
© S. Dep. £2 2s. : 
ra Eating ei. —2 ledges, Perivale Park. B.S. 

ep. 


Park Joint Comm.—Tea pavilion. 
B E., Town Tall, Acton, W.3. 


Saffron Walden 8.C.—(a) 9° pairs of holuses, (b) 
road works, Peaslands-rd. site. Boro’ E. Dep 
£2 2s. per set of drawings. 


FEBRUARY 26. 
‘Croydon B.C.—Two-classroom block, South Nor- 
wood primary school. Chief Educ. Officer, Katherine- 


st.- Dep, £1. 
FEBRUARY 27. 

Clare R.D.C.—8 houses and 14 bungalows with site 
works. E. & s. 

*Luton B.C.—26 houses with roads and sewers at 
Hayhurst-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Glossop B.C.—118 dwellings on Pyegrove housing 
site, in two contracts of 86, 32 dwellings. J. Beard- 
shaw & Ptnr., architects, 186, Oxford-rd., Man- 
chester, 13. Dep. £5 5s. 

uddersfield C.B.—236 houses and 10 bungalows 
on ‘Dryclough estate, Crosland Moor (Scheme No. 1). 
Architect and Planning Officer, High-st. bidgs. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*Sounthorpe B.C.—Coitage, cleaning depot, Beck- 
rd. B.E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Weymouth and Melcombe Regis 8.C. i old 
people’s bungalows, Downclose estaie. E. S & 
Pulteney-bldgs., Weymouth. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 28. 
-ende-Frith R.D.C.—6 houses, Edale, and 
18 houses and 4 bungalows, Green-la., Chiniey. 
Pendleton & Dickinson, architects, 16, -Brazenose- 
st., Manchester, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Oswaldtwistle U.D.C.—20 type “C”’ bungalows 
“ Thwaites-rd.., Whiteash estate. T. D. Manning, 
E. & S., Town Hal! Dep. aad 5s. 


ROOFING 
MATERIALS 


All types of Roofing 
Materials are available 
for Immediate Delivery 
from our London stocks. 











BEST WELSH SLATES 
AND DAMPCOURSES. 


ASBESTOS CEMENT- 
SHEETS AND FITTINGS. 
ASBESTOS R/W GOODS. 


THE BODDY ROOFING 


COMPANY LIMITED 


81 ESSEX ROAD, LONDON.N.1 
Telephone: CANonbury 4281 
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_ “Rickmansworth U.D.C.—i2 rH The Grove, 
Croxley Green. E. & 8. Dep. £3 
MARCH 2 

‘Se - €.€.—Secondary a ae school, Ramsey. 

. J. Hands, County A., Hantingdon. Dep. £2 2s. 

Mynyddiehayn U.D.C.—-74 houses, Liwynon 
Oakdale Monte, ogee AMiStroct E. 
BE. & S., Consett Gaioes. rt Ms 3s. a 

«~128 houses at t 
North estate. cur E. & 8. Dep. £2 28 engape 

*Richmond 8.C.—Three gara ~. at Chancer-ave. 

and > garages .; Maguire-dr. Dep. 
c.B. — prim, Ba ‘Bore’ A., tl 
Halt Dep. £2 
Williton wees houses at Norts Crost. E. & 
S. Dep. £2 2. 
MARCH 4. 
*Brighton B.C.—<2 ee | “eae Vale. BE. 
& S.. 2630, Kings-rd. Pm 
* Peterborough Joint & vos premises for 
Wittering C.E. loctactind voluntary) school. 
Ruddle & Wilkinson, architects, Long Causeway- 
chbrs., Peterborough. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 9. 

B.C.—(1) 18 flats, (2) 8 shops and @ 
maisonettes, on site 15, Heathfield-rd. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Swadiincote U.D.C.—54 houses, Hartshorne estate 
E. & 8., Bank House, Midiand-rd. Dep. £2 2s 

MARCH 11. 

Stroud U.D.C.—Six _shops with 3 flats over at 

Cashes Green. E. & S. 
MARCH 31. 

Camberwell B.C.—Biocks A, B ami C (2% flats), 
Denmark Hill estate. C., Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s 
NO DATE. 

“Leamington Spa 8.C.—Convenience, Jephson 
gdns. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 13. 
*+Gloucestershire ©.C.—Masonry work on bridge 
over River Severn. CS., Quay-st., Gloucester. 
FEBRUARY 16. 
Biddulph U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
yr oi and St. Peter's U.D.C.--E. & &. 
(Materiais.) 


Dunstable B.C.—B.S. (Materials.) 
Royton U.D.C.—E. & 8. (Materials.) 
Sunderiand C.B.—C. ( Materials.) 
Worthing B.C.—B. E.  (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 18. 
Rawtenstall B.C.—E. & 8. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 21. 
Altrincham B.C.—BS. (Materials.) 
Burgess Hill U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 
Cheshire C.C.—County 8. (Materials.) 
Cowes U.D.C.—C. (Materials.) 
Littleborough U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
Maidstone B.C se (Materials.) 
EBRUARY 23. 
Brierley Hill U. De. ~E. eg "(Materials.) 
*Northfleet U. D.¢.—Supply of stee! windows and 
cavity sub-frames for houses. E. & 8., Council 
Offices. 
Settle R.D.C.—BS. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 25. 
Berks C.C.—County S. (Materials.) 
Scaumthorpe B.C.——Boro’ 8. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 27. 
Lancaster City C.—T.C. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 28. 
Ashford Bay U.D.C.—Surveyor (Materials.) 
Bury C.B.—B.E. (Materials.) 
Chadderton U.D.C.—E. & 8. (Materials.) 
irlam U.D.C.—E. ~ be (Materials.) 


RCH 2. 
Dearne U.D.C.—E. ues (Materials.) 

RCH 7. 
Morley 8.0.—B.E." ‘Materiais.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


FEBRUARY 11. 
tNorth of Scotland WHydro-Elec. 8d.--Road 
diversion works at (a) Loch Cluanie, (b) Dun- 
dreggan. Sir W. Halcrow & Ptnrs., Alliance House, 
12, Caxton-st., Westminster, London, 5.W.1. Dep 


£5 5s. 
FEBRUARY 16. 

Luton R.0.C.—Site works at Toddington. E. & 
S Dep. ony 

*Wallasey C.8.—Surfacing of playground at 
Upton-rd. Sheet. Boro’ A., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 

FEBRUARY 2. 

Harrow U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at three sites 

Council E. Dep. £2 per tender. 
FEBRUARY 23. 

Exeter City C.-Roads and sewers at Whipton 
Barton housing estate, contract No. 4. City £. 
& 58. Dep. £2 2s. 2 

*Nottingham T.C.— Foundations, site works, drain- 
age, etc.. for aluminium school, Wollaton, Notti 
ham. R. M Finch, O.B.E., MIC.E., E. & 
Guatidhall. Dep. £2. : 

*+Watford R.D.C.—Roads, etc., Cecil Le € site, 
Abbots Langley. Dawe, Carter & Ptprs.. architects. 
33, Clarendon-rd, Dep. £1 is. 
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FEBRUARY 27. 
“Eastwood U.D.C.Roads and sewers, Church 
View eee H. Lt npn €. m : ; 
Glossop B.C.— Roads and sewers, Pyegrove housing 
site. George Faulds, Boro’ 8S. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Gity.—Orrices.—Proposais for the erection of a 
block of offices in Seething-la. have been made by 
the architects’ department of the City of London 
Real Property Co., Lid., 159, Fenchurch-st., E.C.3. 

Dagenham. — Warzrsouses.— Warehouses, offices 
and stores proposed by I. Beer & Sous, Ltd., pro- 
vision Merchants, 10, Hosier-la.. E.C.1, have been 
granted T.P. permission. They are to be erected on 
the Hainault mdustriaj estate. 
_Dagenham.—Mecri-pvrrose Britpine.—The erec- 
tion of a multi-purpose building on the Hainau!t 
estate by D. Grant & Ptnrs., building contractors. 
@, Finsbury Pavement, E.C2, has been authorised 
by MH. & LG. (Cost is est. at £5.567. 

.—Dweiiises.—The erection of four 
dweiling-houses in East-rd. by H. G. Puley, Acorn 
Works, Bastern-ave. West, Romford. has been given 
T.P. consent. . 

.—BUNGALOWS.—Proposais have been 
made by the Ashton Development Co.. Ltd.. for the 
= of 2 bungalows with garages in Porthand- 

2. 

Friern Sarnet.—Hovsine.— Amended layout sub- 
mitted by Day (Contractors), Ltd., 705, High-rd., 
N.12, for 18 houses at Netheriands-rd. has been 
approved bn ig 

Hampstead.-Hovsinc.—A. revised scheme sub- 
mitted by Louis de Soissons & Ptnrs., architects, 
3, Park-sq. Mews, N.W.1, for development of 
Finchley-rd. No. 1 (west) site by 79 flats, 250 
pyre amd 12 —— tenants’ stores and 

aTages at est. cost 19,700, ha ive 
L<.C. Heg. Com. approval. oe 

Hendon.—Fiits—B.E. & 8. has been instructed 
to prepare a revised design for the erection of six 
flats at site No. 3%, Hig>field-rd., Golders Green, as 
well as a report on the practicability of old people’s 
ones on site No. %, Holders Hill Circus, Mill 

id. 

Mendon.—Snors snp Matsonetres.—Draft plan 
has been prepared by B.E. & S. for the erection of 
four sh« with four maisonettes over at the junc- 
tion of (Layfield-rd. and Brent Park-rd. 

Hendon.—Orrices.—Ministry consent to the in- 
clusion of offices in the scheme for erection of flats 
at site No. %, Brent-st., is being sought by BC. 

fon.—APPOINTMENT.—B.C. is recommended to 
authorise the appointment by B.E. of Richardson & 
Davies, 57, Queen Anne-st.. W.1, as quantity sur- 
veyors in respect of the scheme for site No. 2. 
bay Coeioweod. 

endon.—Fiats.—Block of four flats is to be 
erected by R. Ford, Lid., bidr.. 9, Edgeworth-cres., 
N.W.4, on the west. side of Byron-rd.. Mill Hill, 
N.W.7, for sale to the Met. Police Authy. 

‘Hendon.—Hovsrs.—Bye-law approval has een 
given to erection by Loyds (Holloway), Ltd., didrs.. 
548, Holloway-rd., N.7, of two houses in Chatsworth. 
4 anew and two houses in Great North-way. 


Hendon.—Fiats anp Syxacoacur.—B.C, has been 
recommended to approve revised layout plans sub- 
mitted by B.E. & 8. for the erection of 3% flats and 
a synagogue. with an area reserved for the erection 
of premises by the British Legion, at site No. 11 
Keniiwort:-rd.. Edgware. s 

ittington. —Scnoo..— LCC. Ed. Comm. have 
approved scheme prepared by J. Howe (A.), 12. 
Spring-st.. W.2. for erection of Highbury Quadrant 
county primary school as part of 1953-4 educ. build- 
ing programme. Est. cost is £102.533. 

Lewi .—DeveLopment.—Scheme providing for 
erection of 59 flats. 20 terrace houses. a laundry. 30 
tenants’ stores and four garages at Eliot Vale site 
om — gd po ae architects’ department. 
ist. cost is 400, and approval s be iv 
wim 

ion, — Factory axp Warenovsr. — Bye-law 
approval has been given to the reinstatement of 
their factory and warehouse by D. Smith & Sons 
iAd.. 97. Lea Bridge-rd.. E.10. © Se 
eyton. UILDING.—-Proposals for a new buildi 
at 143-151, Mornington-rd.. E11, made by Wood. 
bridge & Co., Ltd., have been given bye-law 
“St. Marylebone Se 
. .—&enoor.—Schem Te j 
Edward D. Milis (F.). 16. Catliien we bd 
erection in 1963-4 eduec: building programme of 
Quintin school and its county complement on site 
between Finchley-rd. and Mariborough-hill has been 
approved by L.C.C. Educ. Comm Est. cost for 
both schools is £460,793, ipa 
Stepney.—Fiirs axp Maisowertes.— ‘OV s 
been given by L.C.C. Hsg. Comm. to py ath 
development of Dorian-st. site by erection of 51 flats 
ens 32 ven mre. “— ey 37 tenants’ stores 
and sta esstoom at est. cost of £190.500. Plans 
were prepared by L.C.C. architects’ department. . 

Twickenham.—New Sratiox.—Two island plat- 
forms constructed in 1930 at Twickenham’s new 
station are to be completed by the provision of 
roofing and waiting-room accommodation. Plans 
have been prenared by the civil engineer's denart- 
ment of Brit. Railways (South. Reg.), The contract 
has not yet heen let. j Tee 

Wandsworth.— Sire APPROPRIATION.—L.C.C, are 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


LEAD PRODUCTS 
Associated Lead Manufacturers, Lid. have 
announced the following revised basis prices per 
ton for their products which came into effect on Feb.4. 


£-a: 4 
Genuine English dry white lead oe MA SD 
Genuine ground English white lead ... 162 0 0 
Genuine English white lead paint (per gal.) 2 18 0 
Genuine refined English red lead ... 125 5 0 
Genuine powdered English litharge ... 125 5 0 
Genuine English flake and ground flake 
litharge set ae aka ee) Ee 
Genuine refined English orange lead... 137 5 0 
Genuine refined English red lead in oi 151 15 90 
Genuine English red lead Pt. BS 1011 
Type I (1-gal. tins) . ... si oe 218 6 
English Red lead Pt. BS 1011 Type 2 
(i-gal. tins) ... bn ‘ ines 24:9 


These prices supersede those given in our “‘ Current 
Prices of Materials *’ on pages 252-4 


BRASS AND COPPER TUBES 


Consequent upon the fall in the market price of 
zinc the Brass and Copper Tube Association has 
announced the following revised basis prices of their 
products :— 


Basis 

Price 

per Ib. 

Brass tubes reduced by 3d. perlb. 26d. 
Brazed brass tubes Pee = 374d. 
Drawn brass strip sections ,, id. ,, 363d. 


The list prices of brass and aluminium brass 
ferrules are reduced by }d. per Ib. 

The basis price for brass tubes applies to both 
round and shaped solid drawn tubes. 











recommended to appropriate a site on the Spring- 
field housing estate extension to provide part of the 
enlarged site for the rebuilding of Christ Church 
parochial school. 

Wooltwich.— Dwetiinecs.—B.E. has been instructed 
to proceed with erection of two blocks of four houses 
each in Hyiton-st., in accordance with layout and 
type designs already approved by Hsg. Com. 
Work js to be carried out by direct labour. i 

oolwich.—Licensep Premises.—Plans submitied 
on behalf of C. Beasley, Ltd., the North Kent 
Brewery, S.E.18, for the erection of licensed premises 
in William Barefoot-dr. have been approved by B.C. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashton-under-Lyne. — B.C. propose fojlowing 
schemes in 1953:—16 houses at Reyner-st., £23,206 
est. cost; 22 flats at Taunton estate, scheme No. 1, 
£32,000 est. cost; flats and resiting of bungalows at 
Charlestown area, £32,000 est. cost; 15 flats at 
Howard-st. and Reynerdta., £22,500 est. cost; 12 
aged persons’ bungalows at Moss Lodge, £15,000 
est. cost; eight houses at Knowle-ave., £12,000 est. 
cost; eight aged persons’ bungalows at Lees-st., 
Turner-la. and Elizabeth-st., £10,800 est. cost; 20 
aged persons’ bungalows and amenity areas, £28,000 
est. cost; 100 houses at Hazelhurst, £170,000 est. 
cost; 76 houses and SM flats ‘at Cranbourne-rd., 
£170,000 est. cost. 

Atcham.—R.D.C. appsoved additional six houses 
at Cross Honses. 
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Bakewell._R.D.C. to invite tenders for howses to 
fii the Baslow and Y: nes agg 
— + A OSPl ra, approved 
scheme for rebuilding kitchens at Manor Hospital 
ss St. John’s Te Walsall, naar est. cost, 
irmingham. A oe m TMisation of 
—. at an 4 
rmingham. WU, sponsor licences for further 
rebuilding work at C. & A. Modes, Ltd. and Mar- 
shall & eigrove, Ltd. Architects, North & 
Partners, Mai ad. 

Birtle.—Oliver Ormrod, Ltd., propose erection of 
ultra-modern en acaer plant, £80,000 est. cost, 

Bishop Auckland.—J. W. Cameron & Co., Ltd., 
Lion Brewery, West Hartlepool, plan erection of 
licensed premises in Watling-st. 

Bootle._B.C. seek sanction for erection of houses 
at Derby+rd. : 

Bradford.—T.C. to grant following firms licences 
for erection of private houses.—20, A. Shepherd & 
Sons, Ltd., Victoria Yard, Clayton; 12, Heaton 
Estates Co., Parkside Farm, Heaton-rd.; 12, FP. 
Wray & Sons (Bradford), Lid.; 10, W. North & 
Son, Perseverance Mills, Wibsey; 10, J. Walker, 42, 
Cecil-ter., Great Haughton; 10, J. R. Patchett, Ltd.. 
Ryefield Works, Queensbury; 4, M.-& V. Shackle- 
ton, Ltd.; 4, R. A. Crossley & Son, 31, Barnie-ja., 
Great Haug Aton. : 

Gaernarvon.—T.C. io invite tenders for 44 houses 
and four bungalows at Caemir estate. 

Chesterfieid.—T.C. approved new Church at Grass- 
mere-cl., Newbold, for Methodist Church, Rev. G. 
Percival.—T.C. propose erection of shops at june- 
tion of Kirkstone-rd. and ‘Dunstone-la., and 5 
traditiona! houses at Hady-la.—T.C. approved erec- 
tion of new public-houses at Keswick-dr., Newbold, 
for Brampton Brewery Co., Ltd. 

Cleator Moor.—Remploy, Ltd., London, propose 
erection of new factory. : 

Consett.—U.D.C. plans new township of 1,70 
houses with all amenities. Council architect. J. J- 
Eltringham, Derwent-st., Blackhill. 

Coventry.—Marks & Spencer, Lid., to commence 
work, February 1, on erection of new stores.—British 
Home Stores propose erection of new departmental 
stores. 


i 


Cumberiand.—C.C. is to acquire alternative site 
at Penrith for proposed sec. mod. sch. Oty. A. is 
J. H. Haughan, Pertland-sq., Carlisle. | nese 

Eston (Yorks).—Smith’s Dock Park Counci! plan 
erection of social centre at Normanby Park to be 
built in “Orlit” construction by Tarsiag, Ltd., 
Stockton-on-Tees. Cost, £8,000.—Licence amounting 
to £10,900 has been issued to Dorman Long & (o.. 
Ltd., Middlesbrough, for proposed extensions to the 
coal-stecking plani at the Cleveland Works.— 
UD. plans erection of 812 houses on Redcar-rd. 
East, Lowfield, Teesville and Crossbeck estates. 

Gateshead.—Ed. Com. has approved stage 2 ol 
a college, cost £60,000 to £70,000. Plans by 

ro’ 


Gateshead.—T.C. to convert “ Bircholme” into 
welfare premises. Plans by Chief A. Eee 

Gos .—Northumberland CC, plans health 
centre on Great North Road. Cty. A. is C. € 
Brown, Conety fa oe aaa be 

Hartlepool.—T.C. approv outh Jans 07 
Thomas Selby & Son, 9%, High-st., Stockton-on-Tees. 
for proposed church, etc., at Davison-dr. 

Hought ng. — Isaac  Berrciman, Lid., 
builders, Fence Houses, are to erest 12 houses. 

likeston.—Iikeston Co-operative Society Lid., pro- 
pose erection of shops at Kirkhallam estate by 
C.W.S. architects’ dept., Balloon-st., Manchester. 


Keighley.—E.C. to seek site for proposed new 
boys’ gram. A s 4 
Lanes.—E.C. approved plans and estimate ©! 


£130,438 for erection of Prescot and Huyton girs 
gtam. sch. ; ; 
.—Erection of combined schoo} health and 
maternity and child welfare clinic, Jaek-la., Huns'e 
R. A. H. Livett, City A.—Temporary maternity ane 
child welfare centre at Ireland Wood estate, Coos 
riage. B 
Leek.—R.D.C. approved layout for 12 houses at 
the Wood site, Rudyard. — 
L .—T C. anowoved plans for new pavilion for 
Leigh Cricket Club. : - 
Maghult—New cinema proposed, architect, A, E 
Shennan, 17, North John-st., Liverpool. , 
Manchester.—_T.C. propose purchase and adap r 
tion of Park Hall, Victoria Park, as home for aged, 
£30,000 est. cost; and also new terminal buildings 
at Ringway Airport, £250,000 est. cost. City A. 
L. C. Howitt—Extensions to pathology laboratory 
at St. Mary’s Hospital, High-st., for Manchester 
Reg. Hospital Brd. Architects, Harry 8. Fairhurs 
& Son, 55, Brown-st. : 
iddlesbrough.—T.C. is asking M.H. to agree 
starting date for proposed old em hostel ‘ 
Thorntree estate, cost £33,600. Ministry suggested 
that work be deferred, but pians be prepared (" 
readiness. —_ 
Newcastie.—Wilsons, Ltd. 71, Northumberlanc: 
st., are to reconstruct their arcade. Plans bj 
Sharp & Shaw,’ Carlisle Mills, Manningham, 
Bradford. a 
Newcastie,—Shaw Processes, Lid., 39, Blenheim 
st., to build factory. Architect, C. Solomon, 30, *' 


Mary’s-pl. 

dt —Dryden & Shaw, Market-st. "°° 
architects for eight houses and shops im * 
Cuthbert’s-rd. : 
Newcastle.—Newcastie Breweries, Lid, are 
build an additional storey to their Tyne Brewery, 
Corporation-st. Architects, J. Oswald & 50". 
Northumberland-st. 
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Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City ©. fo place contract for 
erecton of 18 houses in Armstrong-rd. to plans by 
G. Kenyon, City A., 18, Cloth-market. 

Newcastie-on-Tyne.—City ©. received loan sanc- 
tion for £202,390 for erection of 144 “ Unity ’ houses 
in Copperasla. P. Parr is City E. 

Peterlee (Co. Durham).—G. Brydon, 3, Dene-view, 
Castile Eden, submitted application to tae licensing 

azgistyates to erect a new public-house to be 
known as the “ Royal Arms” in Yoden-rd. 

Pwitheli._-T.C. considering scheme for genera] bus 
station at The Maes. 

Radcliffe.—T.C. wpproved erection of 62 aged per- 
sons’ bungalows. 

Ramsbottom.—B.C. propose 92 “Airey” type 

ouses at Acre Meadow. 

St. Helens.—Lancs E.C. propose new inf. sch. at 

Parr Fiat. 
«Salford.—E.C. to invite tenders for a new gram 
sh. at Claremont, £198,000 est. cost. Architects, 
Tavior & Young, Oxford-rd.. Manchester —T.C. to 
prepare amended plans for new omnibus station at 
New Bailey-st. 

Scarborough.—Loan sanction sought by T.C. for 
£125,528 for erection of 9% houses at Eastfielkd.— 
Alderson & Allen, St. Nicholas-st., Scarborough, are 
architects for converting 16, Prince of Walester. 
into six flats for Mr. Tillotson. 

Seaham.—G. H. Plemper, Lid., St. Hilda’s Works, 
Sunderland, have submitted layout plans to U.D.C. 
for proposed erection of houses in Leachmere-cres. 
and Stockton-rd. 

Shardtow.—R.D.C. to invite tenders for 24 houses 
at Barrowash, 86 at Sandyacre (West site), 46 at 
Sandyacre (Stanton-rd.), 60 at Station-rd., Stanley. 

South Shields.—Extensions, costing £3,000, are 
proposed to Majestic Ballroom, Ocean-rd., and appli 
cation has been made for a licence. Architects are 
Page, Son & Mill, 75, King-st. ; 

Sunderiand.— North-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd., 
Low Fell, Gateshead, to build factory of about 
65,000 sq. ft. on Pallion Trading Estate, for Bristol 
Aeroplane Co., Ltd. 

Tipton.—T. approved layout of Coneygree-rd. 
site 

Trimdon (Co. Durham).—Mr. W. Turnbu!!, 
cinema proprietor, Sedgefield, has applied for build- 
ing liceneé for erection of cinema at Trimdon. 

Trimdon (Co. Durham).—J. Ninwuno & Son, Lid., 
The Brewery, Castle Eden, seek permission to erect 
public-house, * Bird jn Hand,” at Trimdon Colliery. 

Tynemouth.—T.C. to begin work in the autumn on 
proposed Monkhouse prim sch., cost £84,000. Plans 
by B.E., 16, Northamberland-sq,, North Shields. 

Tynemouth.—Ed. Com. to build primary schoo! 
at North Shields, est, cost £84,500. Plans by Boro’ 
S.. D. M. O’Herhily. 

Wakefield.—Leeds Reg. Hospitai Brd. propose 
adaptations to improve admission facilities at 
Stanley Royd Hospital. Architect to Board, R. 
Mellor, Park-parade, Harrogate. 

Whitehaven.—F actory additions covering about 
iY "es sq. ft. are proposed. by Marchon Products, 
Ad. 

Whitehaven.—-T.C. received approva} for first in- 
stalment of new civic hall. 

_Worcs.—E.C. appreved expenditure £39,000 on 
Kidderminster Birchen Coppice inf. sch.; £101,000 
on Dreitwich sec. mod. sch.; £136,000 on Oldbury 
Brandhall see. mod. sch.; and £132,000 on Stour- 
bridge College of Further Education. 

Worsley.—British Oxygen Co., Ltd., propose erec- 
ton of new factory, £200,000 est. cost. Architects’ 
Dept., 24, Grafton-st., London, W.1. 


TENDERS 


Denotes accepted. 

Denotes provisionally accepted. 

Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

Donates accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Abingdon.—Exection of 10 bungalows at Kingston 
Bagpuize, for R.D.C.: *H. J. Taylor & Son, £14,912 
subject to Ministry approval). 

Backworth (N .—A start has been 
tade on the erection of R.C. Church, Architect, 
Robert Burke, Lambton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne : 
. mas Curry & Son, Meldon-st., Newcastie-on- 


Bitlingham.—136 houses (in five contracts), for 
UDC, Contract No. 1: *Stephen Coates, Ltd., 
Langbaurgh-pl., North Ormesby, Middlesbrough, 
£-°.465. Contract No, 2:.*Moore & Cartwright, 15, 
Mount Pleasant-rd., Norton, Stockton-on-Tees, 
I 


a a 


£22,084. Contracts 3, 4 and 5: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., 
‘d., _Hammersmith-grove, London, W.6, £146,873. 
, Sirmingham.— Erection of new gram. sch. for 
v\S at Vicarage-rd., Kingsheath: *C. Green & Sons, 
Lid. 132, Monument-rd., Birmingham. 

, Bradford.—2&4 flate at Tho Edge estate, for 
r<.: “John Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle, £374,538. 

Bridgnorth.Erection of 56 houses at the Grove 
e-'ate, for T.C.: *W. Sharratt, Ltd., Church-rd.. 
Wolverhampton, £278,087. 

Bromsgrove.—-70 houses on Section 7 of Charford 
fsiote, for UADC.: *Mackee & Rodway, Ltd., Bir- 
mnzham, £89.0350 (revised tender). 

- Cheadle Hulme.—New laboratories at Manchester 
arehousemen’s Clerks’ Orphans’ sch.: *E. Taylor 

& Co, Ltd, Ebor-rd., Sawmills, Littleborough. 

: Eston.—Erection of 10 howses at Redcar-rd. East, 

‘or U.DC.: *Fulton Bros.; Seuth Bank-on-Tees. 


Gateshead.—Erection of a gram. sch. for 700 girls, 


THE BUILDER 


for EC. Cost, £19,835. Plans by Boro’ A.: *W. 
— (Contractors), Lid, Derweniwater-rd., Gates- 
read. 

Gateshead.—Erection of RC. Church of the 
Annunciation, ai Millway, Sheriff Hill. Architect, 
Robert Burke, Lambton-rd., “Newcastle-on-Tyne : 
“Carruthers & Son, 1, Heugh-ter., South Shields. 

Glasgow.—Consiruction of the new tunnel for the 
water main between Drumchapel, Dumbartonshire, 
and North Carnwadrick, at £276,541, and the Peei 
Gien Sewer at £211,148. F. A. MacDonald & 
Partners, M.Inst.C.E., consultant engineers, 3, 
Woodside-cres., Woodlands-rd,, Charing Cress, Glas- 
gow. James MacMillan Riddet, M.inst.C.E., City 
Engineer, Municipal-chbrs,, George-sq., Glasgow: 
*Kinnear, Moodie & Co., Lid., Glasgow. 

Lanos.—Works for E.C.:—Phase 2 of Middleton 
Langley cty. sch.: *“P. Hamer, Ltd., Swinton, 
£38,530. Phase 2 of Kirkby South cty. sch.: *Gilbert 
Ash, Lid., London, £40,880, Additional classrooms 
at Moreeanrbe and Heysham Balmoralrd. ety. sec. 
sch.: *R. L. Dilworth, Ltd., Lancaster, £3,299. 
Erection of Failsworth girls’ ety. sec. sch.: “Moston 
Brick & Building Co., Lid., Manchester, £109,623. 
Paase 1 of Nelson College of Further Education : 
*P. Hamer, Ltd., Swinton, £48,794. Two additional 
classrooms at Farnworth Highfield cty. sch.: *P. 
Hamer, Ltd., Swinton, £4,033. Erection of Chorley 
St. Gregory’s R.C. sch.: *W. Townson & Son, Lid., 
Bolton, £30,128. Two additional classrooms . at 
Newton-lé-Willows College of Further Education: 
*G. Moss & Sons, Ltd., Leigh, £5,247. 

Liverpool.— Works for City Council :—166 dwellings 
at Slade-st.: *R. J. Barton & Sons, Ltd., 6a, 
Liverpool-rd., Ainsdale, Lancashire, £319,387; 12 
flats at Warfield-st.: *F. C. Bloomfield & Co., Ltd., 
71, Almonds-green, Liverpool 12, £22,951; six flats 
at Brunswick-rd.: *Searisbrick Contractors & Haul- 
age (Co., Ltd., 81, Dale-st., Liverpool 2, £11,114; 
two houses at Rufford-rd.: *G. H. Smith, Finvoy- 
rd., Liverpool 13, £4,290 (in lieu of tender pre- 
viously accepted) ; 17 houses at Smithdown-rd. area: 
*Scarisbrick Contractors & Haulage Co., Ltd., 81, 
Dale-st., Liverpool 2, £28,234 (in lieu of tender pre- 
viously accepted) ; 26 garages at Mather-ave. estate : 
*R. Costain & Sons (Liverpool), Ltd., Barlows-la., 
Liverpoo!, £7,248. : 

“London (Admiraity).—Particalars of contracts 
placed by = Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., 
Admiralty :— 3 f 

Bedenham, Hants: Reinforced concrete jetty and 
ancillary buildings, A. E, Farr, Lid., Station-rd., 
Westbury, Wilts. : 

GLondon (Air Ministry).—List of new contracts to 
the value of £500 or over placed by the Directorate 
of Contracts for the week ended January 31 :— 

Building work: Beric, Ltd., Christchurch, Hants; 
Staverton Builders, Ltd.. Totnes, Devon; R. Corben 
& Son, Ltd., Maidstone, Kent; John Mclean & 
Sons, Ltd., Wolverhampton; M. J. Gleeson (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., North Cheam, Surrey. Installation of 
generating sets: Mirrlees, Bickerton & Day, Ltd., 
Stockport. Construction of fuel installations : Wm. 
Sindal!l, Cambridge. General maintenance work: R. 
Corben & Son, Ltd., Southampton; J. Chapman & 
Sons, Ltd., Leicester; Cubitt & Gotts, Ltd., Ipswich ; 
Willcocks Stephens, Ltd., Paignton, Devon; A. 
Monk & Co., IAd., Warrington, Lancs; Y. J. Lovell 
& Son, Ltd., High Wycombe, Bucks. 
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Heating and ventilating services 
Taylor, Ltd.. Manchester. Heating 
Berry & Sons, Ltd., London, 8.W.1. Mods. 
trivuting mains: G. N. Haden & Sons, Lid., London, 
W.C1. Resurfacing workt: Roads Reconstruction 
(1934), Ltd., Frome, Somerset. rection of boiler 
plant: John Thompson (Wolverhampton), Ltd., 
Woiverhampton. 

London (British Railways).—The Eastern Region 
of British Railways announce that the undermen- 
tioned contracts have now been placed :— 

Reconstruction ef goods shed at Norwich Thorpe: 
*R. F. Herron, Ltd., Station-par., Ruislip, Middx. 

Partia} restoration of west wing of genera! offices 
at Liverpool-st.: *Pitehers, Lid., 57, Asirburton-gr., 
Hornsey, London, N.7. 

Electric lighting installation, Canklow (Rother- 
ham) motive power depot: *C, A. Newton & Co., 
Litd., St. James-st.. Derby. 

OConstruciion of messroom and washing facilities, 
Parkeston Quay: *W. & C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst 
Hill, Essex. 

London (L.C.C.).—The undermentioned contracts 
exceeding £2,500 in value have been placed by the 
— County Council during the period January 1 
to _— 

Construction of flats, maisonettes, houses and 
other work, Argyle estate, Wandsworth, M. J. 


Gieeson (Oontractors), Ltd, North : 
£357,96. Ring Cross Prim. Sceh., H. Fairweather 


& Co., Lid., £37,573. ‘Dregsing-rooms, Parliament 
Hill, W. H. Streeter, Ltd., £7,629. Plats and other 
work on site No. 3 extension, Lansbury, Poplar, 
Thomas & Edge, Lid., Woolwich. £86,400. Thirteen 
blocks of dwellings, ete., Highbury Quadrant, Isling- 
ton, Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury, £86,348. Flats: ete., 
at Arden estate extension, Shoreditch, and Whit- 
more estate extension, Shoreditch, Tersons, Ltd., 
Finsbury, £137,968. Four blocks of dwellings, etc., 
on Calcutta-st. site, Stepney, Tersons, Ltd., Fins- 
bury, £144,962. Two blocks of flats, ete., on Tor 
Gardens site, Kensington, J. M. Hill & Sons. Ltd., 
Wembley, £59,508. Flats, etc., at South Lambeth 
estate (Dorset-rd. area), Lambeth, W. J. Marston & 
Son, Ltd,, Fulham, £80,850. 3 blocks of dwellings, 
ete., on Portsmouth-rd. site, Wandsworth, Kirk & 
Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth, £913,000. Flats and other 
work on Kender-st. site, Deptford, Waiter Lawrence 
& Son, Ltd., £210,789. Flats and other work at 
China Walk estate, Lambeth, F. Troy & Co., Ltd, 
£105,985. : 

L.C.C.—Repair and redecoration internally and 
externally of Fleet county secondary school (Hamp- 
stead) for Education Com. :— 

A. T. Rowley (London), Lid., Tottenham ... 
J. A. Dumayne & Co., Lid.. Southwark ... 17,676 
George Barker (Builders), Lid., Stepney ... 17,322 
Norman Sinclair, Lid.. Hammersmith ... 17,2 
Kind & Co. (Builders), Ltd., Leytonstone ... 16,992 
Charles Berger & Son, Lid., Paddington ... 16,152 
*J. M. Hill & Sons, Lid. Wembley .. 15,861 

The architect’s comparable estimate is £15,900. 

"London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended January 24:— 

Cheshire : P.O., A.T.E., Little-st., John-st., Chester, 
Erection of extension, J. Angus Collin, Lid. 356, 
Chester-rd., Little Sutton, Wirral. Dumbarton- 
shire : Clydebank, N.A.B. & M_F., Extension to ex- 
isting M.N.I. building, Dougall & Co., Lid., Glas 
gow-rd., Dumbarton; Balloch Hostel, Lamond-rd., 
Balloch, re ye to form storage accommoda- 
tion, Mr. A. B. Wright, 57, West King-st., Helens- 
burgh. Glamorganshire: Gowerton, Erection of 
telephone exchange, U.A.X.. T. F, Howells, Lid., 
83, Bartlett-st., ag oe Glam. Monmouth- 
shire: P.O., A.T.E.,. pstow. Erection and com- 
‘etion, J. H. Williams & Sons (Newport), Lid., 
<elvedon-st.. Corporation-rd.. Newport. Mon. 
Northumberland : Post Office Station, Sorting Office, 
Orchard-st., Newcastie-upon-Tyne, Alterations to 
weifare and canteen, William Jackson. 5, Audley- 
rd., Sonth Gosforth, Newcastie-upon-Tyne; Post 
Office Workshop. 73/75, St, Mary’spl., Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, Adaptations, William Jackson, 5. And- 
ley-rd., South orth, Newcastie-upon-Tyne. Ross 
and Cromarty: Achnasheen, Erection of telephone 
repeater station, Duncan Logan (Builders), Lid., 
Tulloch-st., Dingwall, Ross-shire. Shropshire : 
Shrewsbury Telephone Exchange and Telephone Re- 
peater Station, Piling and site clearance. C. Byart 
& Son, Ltd, Smah Heath, Birmi 10. 
Somersetshire : Huish P.O. Site, Yeovil, tion of 
temporary M.T. workshop and stores, F. R. Bart- 
lett, Ltd., Kingston Works, Yeovil. Sussex; Post 
Office, Broad-st.. Seaford, Alterations, C. & C. J. 
Pannett, Eastgate Wharf, Lewes, Sussex. London: 
Grey Coat Garage, Grey Coat-st., 8.W.1. Alterations 
and additions, Whyatt (Builders), Ltd, Bently 
House, 225, Streatham Highed., $.W.16. Lanca- 
shire: Liverpool Wool Disinfecting Sta Liver- 
pool, Alterations and extensions, R. Costain & 
(Liverpool), ‘ jows-la.. Fazakerley, ver- 
pool. London: Houses of Parliament, 
Green, Bridge-st.. S8.W.1. Coronat 
temporary stand No. 77, Stee] Scaffolding Co., Lid., 
82 Victoria-st.. S.W.1. 

London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
W.D. during week ended January 24 >— 

Lancashire: Building work, R. Parker & Son, 
Garstang. Lanes. Denbighshire: Buil work, J. 
Hughes (Conts.), Lid., Wrexham. Cheshire: Build- 


i rk: J. Tompkinson & Co., Ltd., Live 5 
alg: Renewal of steel chimneys, Allen ng 
& Ene. Co.. Lid., Birmingham, 2. De 


Paintin a nage A. Hogg, Léd., Crampsall, 
Manchester, 8. : 

Lancashire: Painting and decorating, A. i 
Lid., Crampsail, Manchester, 8; demolition m3 
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Lid., Farnworth. Hampshire: Mis- 
J. Furneaux, Christchurch, Hants. 
Norman 


L. Grey (1933), 
cellaneous, G } 
fre: Painting and decorating: 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IW THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 
SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘“EFEMBE, Holb, London’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 











THE BUILDER 


Oldham, Lid., Cardiff; building work, E. Organ & 
Sons, Oxford. Dorsetshire: Roadwork, A. E. Farr, 
Lid., Westbury. Wiltshire: Demolition work, The 
Demolition.& Construction Co., ¥ London, §.W.1. 

Mansfielg (Notts).—E rection of 58 houses on the 
Ladybrook estate: *Adam Eastwood, Lid., £60,256 
(50): *J. E. Baggaley & Son, £10,466 (8). 

Merionethshire —Construction of a flood preven- 
tion and water conservation scheme at Bala Lake: 
_—— Laing & Son, Lid., £485,929 

Middlesbrough.— Erection of a further 12 houses 
in Heythrop-drive, for T.C.: *E. T. Sweeting & 
Son, Middlesbrough, £19,248. 

Neweastle-on-Tyne.— Alterations to premises in 
Blenheim-st. and Churchill-st., for the Northern 
Beef Co.: *Reynolds & Co., Cottenham-st., New- 
castle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 42 flats in Arm- 


strong-rd., for City Council. City A., G. Kenyon, 
18, Cloth-market, Newcastle: *C. 8S. Hoge, Lid., 
Two Bal! Lonnen, Newcastle 6 flats); ‘Carr & 


Kirk, Ltd., Stocksfield-ave., Fenham, Newcastle (24 
flats). 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—-Erection of 15 houses and 18 


three-storey flats in traditional construction on the 
Montagu estate, for City Council: *J. H. Fisher & 
Co., Ltd., Kenton-la., Newcastle, £46,'213 (revised 


tender). 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 282 “ No Fines 
flats in Slatyford-la., for City Council: “Wimpey & 
“%o., Ltd., Orchard House, Newcastle. 

Neweastie-on-Tyne.—Construction. of the second 
stage of the new Rutherford College of Technology, 
for E.C. Cost, £127,976. Plans by the City A.: 
*Stephen Easten, Ltd., Westgate Grange, Newcastle. 

Penrith.—Erection of four houses at Pennine Way, 
for U.D.C.: *R. E. Reay, Penrith. 

Rawtenstall.—Erection of following houses for 
T.C.:—32, Staghills estate: *Ashworth & Hobson, 
Lee Brook, Burnley-rd., Rawtenstall, £38,973; 


STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Straad, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMpile Bar 5621 

















Boyle's -.crs2.- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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7, Taylor-ave., Edgside, Waterfoot: *D. |. Grim. 
shaw & Co., 35/37, Burnley-rd., Waterfoot. £8,482, 
iNew laboratories and alterations w 
ace House Building, for the Sheffield Smelting 
Co., (Lid.: “Tom Holmes & Sons, Ltd.. Bradwa; 
Sheffield. . 
Walsall.—Extensions at Bloxwich Fire Station, for 
T.C.: *J. & F. Wootton, Lid., Bloxwich, £8207 
Wantage (Berks).—Construction of 14 houses ai 
East Chal low, for R.D.C.: *Childrey Building (. 
Ltd., £18,081 "(subject to Ministry approval). 
West Hartlepool.—Erection of 16 flats on the Rit 
— estate, for T.C.: *H. Ripley, West Hartic. 


poo! 

West Hartlepool. —Sub-trades in connection With 
the erection of 20 houses by direct labour at Owtu 
Manor, for T.C.:—Plumbing: *J. H.Shouksmith 4 
Sons, York; glazing: *J. Snouksmith & Sons 
York ; plastering : *Byron Lister, pla a 
electrical installation: *E. Dixon ‘Barker, Ltd., 
Hartlepool; and roof tiling: *John E. yr aay & 
Son, Sunderland 

West Hartlepool. —Work has commenced on ¢ 
erection of R.C. Church in Easington-rd. Arbi- 
tect, Thomas A. Crawford, 80, Borough-rd., Middies 
broug. : *Thornton Construction Co., Lid, Bw 
Bridge-rd., Stockton-on-Tegs. 








BROAD-ACGHESON 


LOADBEARING BLOCKS 


TECHNICAL BROCHURE 


for latest data 





THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C°L* 


SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD ‘@ 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL; LOUGHTON 535022 











STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $0.18 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 
BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 
Registered : Works: 
61 oaiieneamees CLOSE CRAYPORD BRIDGE 
E.C.l KENT 


MONarch 7597-8 





Bexley Heath 5651-4 
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